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book a measure that will meet the reguire-
ments oot merely of this year but of many
years to come.

On motion by Hon. C. Sommers, dehale
adjourned.

House adjourned at 10.43 p.m.
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4-30
p.m., and read prayers.

QUESTION—ROCKY BAY PROPOSED
BRIDGE.

Mr. 8. STUBBS (for Mr. Allen) asked
the Minister for Works: 1, What has been
the total amount of expenditure incurred
from 1st January, 1910, to date, in con-
nection with a proposed bridge across the
Swan river, below Perth and above Rocky
Bay ? 2, What was the object of the
work ? 3, Have any plans been prepared—
{8) of the proposed bridge; (b) of any
works having collateral relation thereto ?
4, Has a report on the proposal been pre-
pared by the Engineer-in-Chief ? &, If
plans and a report have been prepared, will
they be laid on the Table of the House ¢

The MINISTER FOR WORKS replied :
1, £8,012. 2, To ascertain the most suitable
location for & bridge, having regard both
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to the approaches thereto and the found
ations to be obtained in the river. To this
end several surveys and many soundings
were made and numerous bores put down,
and a oastiron cylinder, eight feet in
diameter, sunk in the worst position, filled
with concrete end sand, and loaded with
rails, to ascertain the bearing capacity
of the underlying stratum. This test is
at present in progress. 3, (&) Diagrams
have been prepared. (b} Sections of the
approaches to the bridge have been drawn.
4, No; data being incomplete. 5, An-
swered by No. 4.

BILLS (3)—FIRST READING.

1, State Salaries Commonweslth Tax-
ation. (Introduced by the Premier.)

2, Nelson Rates Validation. (Intro-
duced by the Minister for Works.)

3, Footwear Regulation. (Introduced
by Hon. J. D. Connolly, Honorary Minister.)

MOTION—MINING PROFITS,
FEDERAL TAXATION.

Mr. FOLEY {Lecnora) [4-43]: I move—
That in the opinion of this House the
tax on mining profits, as proposed by the
Federal Government, is unfair in ils
incidence, and will prejudicially affect
mining in this Slale.
I am not deing this with the intention of
allowing any portion of the State or section
of the people to escape payment of what I
consider a fair meed of taxation when we
compare it with the taxation paid by every
other section of the community. Befere I
have finished I will endeavour to prove that
the motion is justified. The first aspect
of the question to be taken into consideration
is the relative importance of our primary
and secondery industries. Ready as we
are to gratefully acknowledge what has
been done for the State by other primary
industries, all are forced to admit that
gold mining was primarily, and in the first
place solely, responsible for the advance-
ment of the State. It provided opportunity
for men, not only to make fortunes for
themselves, but to lift the State out of a
position of obseurity and advertise it
throughout the world. After the gold-
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mining industry had made strides and our
mines deepened, many men left the industry
and went into other avocations. Some
of the best men we have in our farming
areas at the present time are those who
spent the earlier years of their lives delving
in the deep mines of Western Australia.
Again, I am not pleading for the wage-
earner alone. There are men with initiative
who went out and endeavoured to do
something for themselves. No matter what
avenue of employment a man eaters, he
does not do it from a philanthropic stand-
point. There is selfishness in everything
we teke on. But those men did something
for the advancement of the State. They
went. out forther than anybody had gone
previously, and, if they were successful,
they benefited not only themselves but
also the community as a whole. Many of
those men made money, and they went on
the land and became good agriculturists.
Now I come to another class of men, a
little higher up from a financial standpoint
—the men who went out and got something
other than the small mining man or working
miner could get. Those men looked around
and saw land which could be turned into
something other than an arid waste.
Their knowledge led them to put stock on
that land. Be it said to the credit of that
class of men, there is scarcely an acre of
our eastern, northern, and Murchison gold-
fields capable of carrying stock, but is
carrying stock to-day. Unfortunately, there
is not at the present time in Western Aus-
tralia sufficient stock to absorb the full
capacity of those areas. Absolutely, the
gold mining industry has been directly
responsible for this development. The
development is such that one can scarcely
go within 10 miles of water without finding
stock. That class of men need encourage-
ment, whether they have a little
money or much money, whether they are
on the level of ecapitalists or on that of
wage-earners. If they have saved sufficient
money to do something to benefit them-
selves, while st the same fime benefiting
the country, we should encourage them.
We ought not to tax that class unjustly

in comparison with what other taxpayers
have to bear. All of us realise that at
any time, but especially at the present time,
taxation is absolutely necessary. Just now
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it is essential for the carrying on of the war.
Further, it will be necessary for the bearing
of the aftermath of the war, which we
know will be just as sericus & question as
the carrying on of the war is at the present
time. 8o far, at all events in my hearing,
there has been only talk of what shall be
done. When the time comes for doing
something, the legislative bodies through-
out Australia will not shirk their respon-
sibilities ; otherwise it will be the duty
of the people to put other legislators in
their places. My reason for moving the
moticn i3 my belief that the gold mining
industry is differently situated from every
other form of mining. We pride ourselves
on having in this State almost every class of
metal, precious as well as base, known to
Australia. But, unlike the mining of
base metals, gold mining has not been
advantaged by the war. All the base
metals that can be produced here at the
present time have, by reason of the war,
appreciated in price by 100 up to 200 per
cent. The price of gold, however, has not
risen at all; and, indeed, I think the
Houso will admit that indircctly the price
of gold has fallen, because the purchasing
power of the sovercign has decreased to 8
very considerable extent. Tt is to the
lasting diseredit of Australia that, up to
very recent times indeed, most of the
cornmodities needed for the extraction
of gold from the ores and for the refining
of the gold have been obtained from beyond
the confines of Australia. We could produce
more gold per man than any other country
in the world, not even excepting South
Africa, and at a cheaper cost than any
country except South Africa, which has
black labour. But Australia has not been
obtaining the benefit of the manufacture of
the requirements connected with the pro-
duction of gold. T am glad to say that the
war hns been responsible for throwing
Australia on her own resources in a good
many respects. The war, in that aspect,
has furnished an object lesson to gold
mining and to every industry connected with
gold mining. We have had to pay the
price of our past remissness, and that price
has raised the cost of production of gold
here, through imposta paid at the Customs
and through extra charges, by as much

as 15, 25, and even 35 per cent. I personally
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would not grumble at that extra cost,
nor, I believe, do those engaged in the
mining industry grumble at it, inasmuch
as it menas that Australia is learning
& lesson. But those engaged in the gold
mining industry think it wrong that,
whilst they are bearing a largely increased
cost of production and not receiving a
higher return from their commodity, and
whilst the mining of base metals has
benefited by advances of from 100 to 200
per cent. in prices, taxation of profits
asc¢ruing directly from the war should be
imposed on gold mining. If anyone from
the Federal Tressurer downwards ocan
convince me that a tax on geld mining is
justified by reason of the war, I shall be
free to change my opinion. But there
i5 no ong in Australia can point out, or
has pointed out—not even the Federal
Treasurer himself, in introducing & certain
measure—any justification for an increased
tax on gold mining based on war con-
siderations. The producers of gold are
deriving no advantage whatever from the
war. The Federal Treasurer did say that
the produetion of gold at the present time
was 8 very serious question, and that the
production of even an extra ounce of gold
at this juncture was a very important
matter for Australia. He pointed out
that gold was just as essential to the winning
of the war a8 men are. That was on the
one hand. On the other hand, the Federal
Treasurer said he intended to tax geld
mining. Now, the gold mining industry
wants taxation but also representation.
The gold mining industry does not object
to equitable taxation; no one should
object to equitable taxation ; but those
engaged in gold mining contend that they
do not obtain representation equivalent
to that which other industries have. With
those other industries, I contend, gold
mining is not on an equal plane in the matter
of representation. On the question of
munitions, we all know that Australia
can produce munitions, although up to
the present time we have not done so, for
various reasons. Australia csn produce
the component parts of every commodity
required in the production of munitions.
From & technical point of view the shells
made in Australia- have stood comparison
with the shells made in any other part

- high enough.
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of the world. Only one component re-
quired in the manufacture of steel was
defective. Were it not for that, we should
be producing munitions at the present
time. Had that been the case, the owners
of mines yielding the requisite ores would
be deriving great benefit from the manu-
facture of munitions, and would be paying
eorresponding  taxation. The Federal
Treasurer tells the gold miner to go on
producing more largely, knowing that the
industry is not receiving any higher price for
its product. I contend, the Federal Trea-
aurer is not consistent in his endeavour to
have as much gold produced as is possible
in Australia at the present time, when he
proposes to lay further burdens on the
gold mining industry, Undoubtedly, the
more gold Australia can produce, the
higher will be its credit abroad. That
cannot be gainsaid. If we could produce
another three million ounces of gold per
annum, our eredit at Home would be so
much better, As regards other metals,
we can produce them ; but gold is abso-
lutely essential to the purchase of the other
metals after they have been produced.
That is why I contend that the gold mining
industry should not be further taxed.
We know there are mines in this State
which are now paying as much as 25 per
cent. extra taxation imposed on them
by the Federal Government ; and I have
never heard any man, big or smali, con-
nected with those mines, or indeed any man
engaged in the industry, contend that
that taxation should not be horne. I have
heard some men say that the tax was a
& little high, and I have heard others say
that they did not think even 23 per cent.
My contention, however,
is that if an extra 25 per cent. is got from
the gold mining industry, it should be got
from other industries as well, then the
whole of the industries will he on a fair
basis. 1f, however, taxation goes any
further, the effect will he to burden unduly
every man engaged in gold mining, Some
of the mines are said to be making large
profits ; but the profits are diminishing
at the present time. Moareover, those
profits are not heing made as a resuit,
either direct or indirect, of the war. Lhat

heing so, those profits should not bear the
taxation which the Federal Treasurer has
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said represents taxation on profits aceruing
from the war.

Mr. Gardiner: The cost of production
has increased as a result of the war ?

Mr. FOLEY : Yes, and the industry is
being taxed more heavily because its cost
of production hes increased. If they are
making big profits they should pay, but
it ought to he pointed out that there are
some mines working on a very low margin
and in some c¢ases it would mean either
closing down the mine or just keeping
it going. I have often heard it said that
if @& certain set of conditions obtained,
such and such a mine would he c¢losed
down. I know the industry sufficiently
well to be able to say that I have heard
people remark—*If wyou do a certain
thing we will ¢lose down.”” But if such
a thing did happen they would take good
care to open up again as quickly as possible.
Many who uttered that threat would,
however, only close down when asbolutely
forced to do so. There are, at the same
time, many mines which are being worked
and the profits from which are so small
that the extra taxation proposed will
have the effeet of reducing those
profits to a vanishing point, especially
when we consider that the little revenue
which those mines have to put hy as a
reserve from month to month is going to
be taken from them ; then their margin
will be so amall, if there be a margin at all,
that it will not be possible for them to
carry on. From that point of view the
incidence of the tax is unfair. Then again,
not only has the manager of a mine in
this State to satisfy the Federal authorities,
but he has also to satisly his directors in
other parts of the world, and those directors
are paying their share of taxation to the
British CGoverninent, such taxation being
considerably higher than that which is
proposed in Australia. The mines have to
pay State and Federal income tax, and in
meany instances English income tax, which
brings that taxation to a very high point
indeed. The position is, that the average
investor in the older countries of the
world, and especially in Great Britain,
reguires to see at the very least 15 per
cent., profit on & mine extending over a

period of 20 years before he will invest
in it, We know it is hard to look at a
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mine and eay that in 20 years’ time it wiil
psy off the whole of the money invested in
it, and then show & 15 per cent. profit.
There is scarcely a business, if it is a legi-
timate business, that will do that ; at any
rate it certainly cannot be done by the
average mine. If the Federal Government
require any further proof of that they
have only to go to the Melbourne investors
and ask them what is e [air margin to
allow when they are going to invest their
money in & mine. We in this State do not
desire that there shall be any action taken
which will prevent investors putting their
money into the mining industry. We want
all the money we can get for the industry.
In Melbourne they desire to see a L7 per cent.
profit before they will invest in mining.
In America, what they contend is a fair
thing for a mine with a life of about 15
years is a profit of 25 per cent. We cannot
show that here. The companies, rich and
poor alike, will be taxed by the State
according to their position, and with their
profits at a vanishing point are they then
to be taxed again by the IFederal Govern-
ment ? The mines will not he able to stand
all the taxation, and the only result will
be that many of them will have to close
down. What will we do if the investor
declares the proposal is not good enough
for him to embark his money in? The
figures I have given to the House were
figures which were quoted as a fair thing
before the war. We all know that many
of the moneyed men are loocking for &
little extra, and when they invest c¢apital
in mining they are not looking for more
now than they expected before the war.
I want to say definitely and distinctly that
my object in mowving the motion is not
to assist in any shape or form the stock-
broker, or the stockjobber, but it is to
help to work the mines in Western Aus-
tralia in a legitimate way and to keep
the industry going. We all know thst
there are things happening—I do not say
criminal things—in share desaling that are
not altogether right, but I have no desire
to criticise any sharedealer or stockbroker,
I merely want to say that what we want
to get down to is that this hig impost
which is proposed will fall heavily on the
men who are working in the mines and on
the sharcholders. If we contend that the



924

margin of profit which existed before the
war started was not fair, I contend it is
now the duty of the House to do all it
can to strengthen the hands of the people
in the State to prevent any additional
burden being imposed, and to uphold the
industrial status of Western Australia
by enabling it to produce as much gold as
the State possibly ¢en. I want briefly
to refer to & mine on the Murchison which
has been assisted by the State to reach the
producing stage. The provious Govern-
ment helped the Great Fingall mine to the
extent of a few thousand pounds and
enabled it to Decome a mine from a mere
hole in the ground, and it is now showing
a small margin of profit. That profit it
is now proposed to tax, and it is going to
be taxed unfairly when we compare the
position to-day with that which existed
before the war, and when we compare
that mine with some of the bigger gold
mines in the State which are paying divi.
dends. The IEdna May for instance has
been paying dividends for the past three
years, and the greater part of the money
which has come out of that mine has been
put back into it. They are going to he
taxed. Is such & thing proposed in con-
nection with any other industry ¥ There
is no other industry in the State which
would stand the proposals which have been
suggested Dby the TFederal Government.
The Great Fingall mine which I have just
mentioned was assisted by the Scaddan
Government and the owners of it are to-day
doing something to help the ollied nations
win the war. If that mine were idle they
would not be able to do that, and it has to
be remnembeored that if it had not been for
the war that mine would have been pro-
ducing the same amount of gold, but the
owners of it would have been reaping greater
dividends hecause at the present time the
cost of producing gold has increased con-
giderably, while the value of the product
itself has remained stationary. 1 do not
think there is any necessity to go into the
question much further, because the whole
position is so obvious. There is, however,
one phase of the question that I would
draw attention to. I have pointed out
that the Fingall rnine is making a little
profit to-day. There are other mines in
the State making small or big profits.
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What is going to happen in many instances
is this: if the profits that the mines are
going to make during the eontinnation of the
war are going to be taxed in the manner that
the Federal Government propose, we shall
seo a reduction in the profits. The mining
companies will reduce the grade of ore which
they are treating and only work that cless
of ore which will just enable the mine to
pay wages and ordinary working conditions.
This may not be a patriotic action to
adopt, but is there anyone who will blame
them following such a course when it is
remembered the burden which they are
asked to carry and the fact that the value
of the product has not increased at all ?
If some of the mines in the State are forced
to adept the course of reducing the value
of the ore treated, there will be some
mines which will be compelled to ¢lose down.
It must be pointed out too, that if some
of the mines do close down it will take
many thousands of pounds to open them
up again at a later date. I fear, however,
that many of the mines which will close
down will remain closed for all time be-
cause it will take more to open them than
it will require to keep them going even
with a small margin of profit. There is
no one who has had anything to do with
mining whe will gainsay that. This is
not a party question, and it is not a matter
of putting the capitalist or the speculator
against the working man. It is a question
of a proposed tax which is considered
to be unjustifiable because on account of
the existence of the war the profits from gold-
mining have been considerably reduced.
Thirdly, if they have to reduce the grade
of their ore it will mean the closing down of
some of the mines, which will never he
opened up again, because it is going to takeo
more to do so and place them on a working
basis than they would be worth. It will
be impossible to get the men to go into
them because perhaps they could see better
investments for their money elscwhere.
We want to make mining as attractive as
we can in this State. I contend that the
Government will be lacking in their duty,
and so wiil the House, if they do not back
up & motion of this sort and endeavour to

do something to assist those in an industry
which has brought this State out of ob-
scurity and given it an opportunity of
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taking its place amongst the foremost
States in Australia. I move the motion
standing in my name.

On motion by Mr.
adjourned.

Harrison debate

RETURN—RAILWAY SECTIONAL RE-
TURXNS, EASTERN GOLDFIELDS.

Mr. GREEN (Kalgoorlie) [5-17]): I
move—

That a return be laid upon the Table of
the House, showing the amount of revenue
derived from railway freights on goods on
the Fuastern Goldfields railicay system to
all stations East of and including Southern
Cross for the financial year ending 30th
June, 1916, under the following rates :—
(a) Class 1; (b) Class 2; (¢) Class 3.

I do not desire to take up the time of the
House over this motion. The reason for it
iz obvious. I frankly admit that I desire
to know the amount of revenus that will bo
extracted, in addition to the ordinary
amount, by the added 10 per cent. for
the stotions on the Eastern goldfields. T
msy be mei with thy objection that it is
not possible to get this returu, but I con-
"tend that this return can be securcd and
without any great difficulty. ‘Fhere ig
not the slightest doubt that the books of
theso diffurent stations show & record of
thy goods under the difforent headings
arriving at these different stations. If
the Minister ig prepared to grant meo this
information it will be at the disposal of the
House. At the present time, under the
railwars, we do not know the amount that
we are contributing by way of freights,
but under this it will bo made & husi-
ness proposition and we shall know pre-
cisely for the information of tho poldficids
people just what this additional revenue
will mean.
additional revenue extracted from the
people on the goldfields arca because of
this inerease. I trust, therefore, that the
Minister will see his way clear to allow
this motion to pass.

The Minister for Works: It is the same
op all sections of the community all over
the State.

Mr. CREEN : 1 admit that that is the
position. I am not, at this stage, trying

We will seo the amount of-
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to prove that the Southern Cross and Cool-
gardie stations, for instance, are paying
maore than any other railway stations at the
same distance from the metropolis. The
goldfields people are very anxious to have
this data and to know svhat they are pay-
ing to date in connection with this matter.

Hon. J. D. Connolly (Honorary Minister) :
They are not paying higher than the rates
existing on the Great Southern Railway.

Mr. GREEN : I have just admitted that.
I want to know for book-keeping purposes
how we stand. I am sure ‘the Minister
would have a poor opinion of the business
methoda of, sav, Boan Breos. or Toy &
Gibson or any mining company, if thoy
were unable to show any costs in any of
their particular branches. It is simply a
business proposition and for the information
of the people on the goldfields, who are in-
terested in the matter. I am satisfied that
the Minister will raise no objection to the
motion.

Hon. J. D. CONNQOLLY (Honorary
Minister, Purth) {5-20]: 1 hope the House
will not agree to the motion. The mem-
ber for Kalgoorlie (Mr. (reen) hardly, I
think, expects it. I find on looking at the
papers that 1t is an old iriend of the hon.
member because he moved a similar motion
in 1913,

Mr. Green: Was that not asking for a
return and not really a motion ?

Hon. J. D. CONXNOLLY (Honorary
Minister) : So is this asking for a return.

Mr. Green : 1 did not think the other was
& motion.

Hon. J. D. CONNOLLY
Minister) : It appears in Hansard in the
year 1913. Then, again, a similar motion
was moved by the late member for Cool.
gardie, afld by the Hon. J. W. Kirwan, in
the Upper House in 1908, It was explained
on all these oceasions that in the first place
no good purpose would be szrved by supply-
ing the information. It would cost a
great amount of money to obtain and
even then wouold not show the information
that the hon. member desires. In a word,
the railways do not keep sectional returns
and, thorofors, they would have to sat up
a special lot of booltz and go right through
the whole thing in order to arrive at what
the hon. member asks for.

(Honorary
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Mr. .Grean: They have the records at
each station now.

Hon. J. D. CONNOLLY (Honorary
Minister): The hon. member must know
that he was told by the membesr for Boulder
(Mr, P. Collier), when Minister for Railways,
in 1913 that the return could not be sup-
plisd. On the explanation of the then
Minister for Railways the House refused
the request, hecause if the return
had been got out it would have supplied
information which would have been worth
nothing and would have cost & greav deal
of money. We do not keep the different
earnings of the railways in sectional returns,
and to get the information it would take
three or four clerks a considerable time. I
do not think the hon. member desires ab
this stage in the history of the State that
weo should incur any unnecessary expen-
diture. After all, it is quite unnecessary
just because the hon. membor wants to
show what the 10 per cent. amounts to
on & section of our railways. The hon.
momber for Boulder told the Housze that
the rates were exactly the samo, I do not
think it would be any great information
to the public to know that £5,000 is raised
by 10 per cent. over one section and £4,000
raised over some other section.

Mr, Green: It would show the additionsl
expenditurc.

Hon. J. D. CONNOLLY (Honorary
Minister): I do not know what purpose
would be served at all. Tt isa a 10 per cent.
increase.

Mr. Green : Tell e what the total would
be : T would be satisfied with that.

Hon., J. D. CONNOLLY (Honorary
Minister): I ask the House not to agree
to the motion. It will convey nothing
except that the hon, member may say to
the geldfields people that they huve been
asked to pay so many thousands of pounds
more.

Mr. E. B. Johnston : We might want the
same information.

Hon. J. D. CONNOLLY (Honorary
Minister): If this information is given to
the hon. member for Kalgoorlie other mem-
bera may require similar information in
regard to sections in their constitusncies.
The department is under-staffed on account
of enlistments at the present time, and
therefore, it would mean upsetting the
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waork because men could not be spared to
put on to a special duty of this nature.
It would mean taking on special men and
this would cost even more than if ordinary
employees were kept upon the work. Side
by side with the information which the
hon. member asks for there would also
have to be supplied the classification of all.
the conveniences, and the unattended sta-
tions and the stations which are attended,.
wnd the particular class of trains that are
ranning to make the information complete.
Mr. Greon : I am not asking for that.

Hon. J. D. CONNOLLY (Honorary
Minister) : Unless all this information was.
supplied the rusult of the carrying into
effect of the motion of the hon. member
would not give any valuable information
&t all. Tt would be no use unless the whole
lot of information weas supplied together.

Mr. Seaddan: The object of the hon.
member is to discover how much you are
imposing upon the people who uss that
particular branch of the railway =ystem.

Hon. J. D. CONNOLLY  (Honorary
Minister) : It is only 10 per cent. It is the
same &s anywhoere olse.

Mr. Scaddan: No..

Hon. J. D. CONNOLLY  (Honorery

Minister) : I object to giving information,.
on exactly the same ground as was given
by the Minister for Railways in 1913,

Mr. Scauddan: It 18 a different propusi-

tion. The motion then was for disbrict
retirns.,
Hon. J. D. CONNOLLY (Honorary

Ministor) : The motion wag that returns.
should be laid on the Table showing the
profit or loss, by sections. It was a return
which would really be better and convey
more inforration.

Mr. Green: It wonld cost more to pre-

.pare.

Mr. Collier : The information asked for-
covered & period of 20 years.

Mr. Scaddan: There i no trouble in
getting this particular return.
Hon. J. D. CONNOLLY
Minister) : That i3 not correct.
Mr, Scaddan: It is absolutely correct.
1 asked you the total amount received
from all the systems and you gave it to
me the following day wunder all these.

classes.

(Honorary
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Hon. J. D. CONNOLLY (Honorary
Minister): The hon. member knows well
that the railway Department do not keep
sectional returns. They could give in a
few minutes what 10 per cent. amounts
to, for they have only to take the total
of the whole of the railway earnings. You
cannot take it in that way at sll. It is
here on record by the late Minister for
Railways. Listen to what Mr. Collier
said in 1913 on a similar motion.

Mr. Scaddan: It was not a similar
motiocn. '

Hon. J. D. CONNOLLY
Minister) : It was a similar motion.
is what Mr. Collier then said :—

I hope the hon. member will not
press the motion for the reason that it
would be impossible to supply the in-
formation . . . I hold that the
information given with regard to the

- eurnings of the Railweys which appear
in the annual report of the Commissioner
of Railways is as full as can be reason-
ably expected.

That was the reply, and the Houss was

satizfied with that in 1913. It Is similar

to a reply which was given in 1908 by

another Minister for Railways. In 1904

a similar reply was given by Mr. Holman.

Tho Housa was satisfed then, and exactly

similar reasons apply to-day. The hon.

member (Mr. Green) was satisfied to
accept that reply from the then Minister
for  Railways. Mr. Collier goes on to

say i—

4« Even if the inforraation wero avail-
able I suy it i3 impossible to take out the
carnings and oxpenses of a section.

Then again he says:—

-3 The member for Naigoorlie should
realise that it is quito different whore we
havo separate sections, such ss those two
lines are. It is possible in these circum-
stances to give the information he is
asking for, but it is quite hopeless for him

-to a.i'pect the department to supply the
information for a section of the Yilgarn
lines, and moreover. 1o go back for
period of 18 years.

Thit applies in oxactly the same way to the

métion now before the House.

The information the member for

Kalgoorlie is asking for with regard to

the Yilgurn-Kalgoorlie linge has never

(Honorary
This
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sppeared in any report, for theireason

that it would be simply impossible to

take the results of the working of a

section, say from Merredin to Kalgoorlie,

out of a line which is 600 miles 1n length.

I would like to point out to the hon.

member that, after all, I{algoorlie iz not

bearing the livn’s share of the operations
of these railways, as he thinks.

Mr. Green: A different position has
arisen now by reason of this 10 per cent.
incraase,

Hon. J. D. CONNOLLY (Honorary
Minigter) : KExactly the same argument
applies a8 applisd to the motion upon
which the membur for Boulder asked the
Houss not to agres on the score of expense.
The same reason applies to-day. The
informsation desired by the hon. member
could be obtained by adding 10 per cent.
Then the report goes on—

Mr. Green: I did not suy Ifalgoorlie,

I said the Eastern CGoldfields

The Minister for Railwaya: Nor the

Bastern CGoldfields. The total from the

Eastern Coldfields may be larger in

comparison with the total receipts from

other lines, but that is only by reason of

the fact that the Goldfislds ure doing a

big business. The rates from IKal-

goorlie are on the ssme proportion as the
rates elsewhere.
Mr. Green: I know that.
The Minister for Railways: Then it is
not correct to say that the Goldfislds
- are bearing the lion’s share They are
not paying a higher rate than the paople
of the Grout Southern.
I do not think the question needs furthor
labouring. The informstion is not with-
hold for any reason except on the score of
economy. The Leader of the Opposition
knows periectly well it is so.

Mr. Greon : If you loan me the books at
Kalgootlic I will got the information out
at onco and will not charge you for it.

Hon. J. D. CONNOLLY (Honorary
Minister): The hon. momber would got
out information which would suic himself
in probably half &n hour, but considurable
time must bo devoted to the womk if the
information, when i6 i3 gov out, is to be
of any wvalue.

Mr. Scuddan : He does not want to know
the profit or loss ; he wanty merely to know
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the amount of freight paid on goods in
clusses I, 2. and 3.

Hon. J. D. CONNOLLY (Honorary
Minister) : I say that in the first place we
would not be warranted, and in the second
place the return, if supplied s asked for,
would convey nothing. It would sey
probably that thers has been a five hundred
or a five thousand pounds increase over &
certain section ; but it would not prove
anything unless side by side with it were
given the other information I have men-
tioned with regard to the expenditure
together with the conveniences on that
particular line ; then therv would be some
information of velue. I ask the House
not to agres to this motion, not for any
departmental reason except on the scoro
of economy. The informution is duwaired
simply in order that the hon. member may
be able to say we are burdened with an
extra £3,000 on our particular lino. Is it
fair or reasonable that the (overnmont
should be put to a work which would
probably cost hundreds of pounds mercly
that the hon. member might have the
opportunity of saying we are burdened
with one thousand or two thousand pounds
&8 the cazo may be * I repout, is it fair
to do this whun we have a falling revenus
in the railway department ? I do not
think the hon. member could have thought
the matter out when he moved his motion,
having regard to the particular way in
which he has asked for it.

Mr. COLLIER (Boulder) [5-36]: The
honorary Minister has confused the
two questions, tho question asked by the
member for Kalgoorlio in 1913 and the one
now being dealt with, and he has quoted
remarks of mine when replying to the hon.
member (Mr. Green) in 1913. There is a
wide distinction between the two; this
is an entirely different proposition alto-
gether. In his motion of 1913 the member
for Kalgooriie desired to have the profit
or loss on this line, and not only for that
or the preceding year, but for every year
since the inception of the system. To
have supplied the information then desired
would have required a staff of clerks to go
right through the books of the railway
department in order to ascertain not oniy
the total of revenue received on that par-
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ticular section but to ascertain the profit-
or loss. .

Hon. J. D. Connolly (Honorary Minister) =
That is the position in regard to the present
motion, though in a less degree.

Mr. COLLIER : Not at all. The infor-
mation now desired by the member for
Kalgoorlie is available at & moment’s
notice, and would not involve any con-
siderablo amount of work ; but with regard
to the motion moved in 1913 T very much
doubt whether it would have been possible
to obtain the information at all. Take
the section between Merredin and Kal-
goorlie, To obtain the profit or loss on
that long section would mean allocating
the running expenses of every train run-
ning over the section, together with the
revenue received at every station on the
section, and the task would be an almost
impossible one. Cannot the hon. member
realise that that is not at all what the mem-
ber for Ialgoorlie is asking ifor on the
presont occesion ? As & maiter of fact
a roply given to a2 question by the Leader
of the Opposition yesterday at & day’s
notice dernonstrates that this information
is aveilable

Hon. J. D. Connolly (Honorary Minister) :
What question was that ?

Mr. COLLIER : It is given on the Votes
and Proceedings of yesterday. The Leader
of the Opposition asked—

‘What was thé total revenue earned
by tha Reilway department for the year
1915-16 from goods classed as I, 2,and 3.

That is the total revenue earned for the
whole system.

The Premiar: That is an entirely different
different matter.

Mr. COLLIER : It is not, except that
this motion involves less work. The Leader
of the Opposition wanted iniormation
covering the whole of the ratlway system.

Hon. J. D. Connolly {Honorary Minister) :
But you know that they do not keep sec-
tional books.

Mr. COLLIER : The member for IKal-
goorlie asks only to be supplied with the
seme informetion covering goods classed
1, 2, and 3 over a particular section of this
system, that is the eastern railway system.
The fact that the information was supplied
yestorday demonstrates that it is avail-
able.
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The Premier : It is not information of the
same character. ]

Mr. COLLIER : It is, except that the
one covers the whole system and tho other
only a section. I saythat this information
is available at a moment’s notico in the
books of the department ; but it is entirely
separate and distinct from the information
sought to be had in the motion of 1913,
and which the hon. Minister, by quoting
from Hansard, would have us believe to be
the same thing.

Hon. J. D. Connolly (Honorary Minister) :
It is exactly the same thing as this, oniy
larger.

Mr. COLLIER : The honorary Minister
will surely see this distinclion, that the 1913
motion asked for profit or loss, while the
present motion asks only for current
revenue. One involved going through the
books right back to the inception of the
system. Take Kalgoorlie, it would have
besn an impossible task to have got out
the information for even one year. The
reason why I opposed that motion was that
the member desired it to cover the whole
of the system since the inception of tho
lings. Tho department does not keep any
books giving information which will show
the profit or loss over any particular section
of the railways If I were to ask for
the profit or loss on the section between
Armadale and Pinjarrah the railway de-
partment could not give it to me, for the
reason that it is impossible to allocate the
expense of through trains to Bunbury
running over the section or of the revenus
carned by such trains. But if T ask for a
return showing the amount received for
the carriage of goods that information
would be available at once.

Hon. J. D. Connolly {Honorary Minister) :
That is what this motion asks for, the
earnings on a certain section.

Mr. COLLIER : And I am endeavouring
to point out that to ask for the earnings
on a section is a different proposition from
asking for profit or loss.

Hon. J. D. Connolly (Honorary Minister ):
But you know that books are not kept for
any section. Ses s s

Mr. COLLIER : How was the information
available to be supplied to the Leader of
the Opposition yesterday ?
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The Premier : That was for the whole of
the railways.

Mr. COLLIER: If they have returns
from the different stations they must have
the dstails ; otherwise they could not give
the totals,

Hon. J. D. Connolly {Honorary Minister) :
Does not some of the revenue received in
Perth go to Kalgoorlie ?

Mr. COLLIER-: The hon. member has
asked for a return of the revenue earned
at thess particular stations. If it does not
give him all the information he desires, so
much the worse for him. He has asked for
the revenue earned on this particular sec-
tion for the carrisge of a certain class of
goods.

The Attorney General: I asked for a
similar return to this last year and the
present Leader of the Opposition then ex-
plained how difficult it was to give it to
me.

Mr. COLLIER : If you look up the ques-
tion you will find that it was the same thing
as the hon. Minister has just told us the
1913 return was.

Hon. J. D. Connolly : {Honorary Minister)
The 1913 return was the same as this, only
larger.

Mr. COLLIER: Not only is it larger,
but it is quite a different proposition. The
hon., member asked that a return be laid
upon the table of the House showing the
profit or loss. Anyone reading the
motion of 1913 will at once realise that the
hon. member’s motion was entirely different
from the one he is now moving. He then
asked for & return showing the profit or loss
on sll sections, including the profit or loss
on all branch or spur railways throughout
the State. It is positively absurd for the
hon. Minister to claim that that motion
is on all fours with the one now before ihe
House and to quote in reply the legitimate
objection which did lie against the request.
for the return in 1913.

Hon. J. D. Connolly (Honorary Minister) :
He asks for the whole of the earnings.
This asked for only the three classes,

Mr. S8caddam: You pgave them in
separate classes yesterday.

Hon. J. D. Connolly (Honorary Minister) :
But it would be necessary to dissect the
whole of the earnings to get the classes.
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Mr. COLLIER: No. The member for
Kalgoorlie asked for the profit or loss.
That is not asking for the earnings. The
information concerning the earnings can
be supplied. I have never known of a
gimilar request being denied in the House.
For the past 10 years efforts have been
made by members to obtain information as
to eectional profits or loss. The railway
authorities said they did not keep the
separate returns, and therefore it would
be impossible to supply the information.
But this is & different proposition altogether,
and & request for information of this
character has not previously been refused.
It is simply asking for a return on all
fours with the request made yesterday
by the leader of the Opposition and acceded
to. I hope the Minister will not persist
in his opposition to & reasonable request
for information which can be readily
supplied. .

The MINISTER FOR WORKS (Hon.
W. J. George—Murray-Wellington) [5-47]:
I hope the motion will not be pressed.
The amount of labour which will be entailed
on the stafi of the Working Railways to
prepare this return will be exceedingly
great. The information can be got, but
it is & question of expense and time. Many
years ago, when I was Commissioner for
Railways, Mr. Teesdale Smith, then a
member of the House, succecded in getting
8 motion passed for a return, and to the
best of my memory four or five years
elapsed before that return was completed.

Mr. Green: You do not suggest that this
will take all that time. :

Thé MINISTER FOR WORKS: No.
But I wish to show the danger. Members

are apt to ask for information, thinking
that it can be easily supplied, whereas it
oiten happens that the supplying of that
information is not so simple. The infor-
mation required in this instance can he
secured, but how long it will take to get
it it is impossible for anyone to say. I
should say it might teke two or three men
three months to get out the return.

Mr. Seaddan : An almost similar guestion
was answered in 24 hours. -

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The
hon. member who guffawed does not know
anything at all about it. I do. Another
thing: I cannot seo that this return will
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give the hon. member any more information
than he has at the present time. There is
one way by which he might secure a satis-
factory basis of the information required.
It might be very much easier to give him
the tonnage of the different classes that
have been received, because that could be
secured. But to give him the earnings
would mean extracting from practically
every station return sent along. I do not
think the hon. member would wish to put
the State to such an expense. The hon.
member is desirous of showing the gold-
fields population what this 10 per cent.
means to them.

Mr. Green: That is a legitimate desire.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I am
not suggesting that it is not. He desires
to show that as far as they are concerned it
means 50 many thousands of pounds more
to pay. If he thinks it is of sufficiently
great importance he will press his motion.
but I ask him to remember that in an
execulive administration like the Railway
Department, with a staff reduced owing to
the conditions of war, and without the
machinery to easily ascertain what he
desires, it is» not advisable to press the
motion for & return of this sort, in fac-
of the Commissioner’s recomamsendation.
The hon. member is within his rights, but
is the return he asks for worth all the
trouble and expense involved ?

Mr. Green : Do you mean to tell me thai
the inward revenue from DIerth to Kal.
goorlie c¢ould not be obtained within a
few hours ?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Yes.
But when it comes to analyses of the
different classes, it means an examination
of the return of every station sending goods
to Kalgoorlie. To carry it out accurately
would mean that every station return would
have to be analysed. To carry it out
practically, I suppese returns of the stufl
sent from Fremantle to Perth would suit
his purposes. But it meanse an examination
of the accounts of every station right
up the line.

Mr. Scaddan: No.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: But
it does. I know what this means. I am
the only member of the House who has
occupied the position of Commissioner of
Ruilways, and as a working Commissioner
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for five years, so I should know something
about it

Mr. Scaddan: What do you mean by
that ? Do you infer that the other Com-
missioners do not work ?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: No.
I mean that hon. members, although
perhaps good workers in their own par-
ticular lines, have not been called upon by
a grateful country to ocoupy the important
position of Commissioner of Railways.
The hon. member occupied the position of
Premier of the State for 4} years, more
or less badly. He did not learn much.
He has not learnt much yet, not even
how to behave himself.

Mr. Scaddan: Take the halo off your
head.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I
kpow my subject and I do not want the
hon. member’'s insolent reminders. ILet
the hon. member keep himseli where Nature
has given him specisl abilities, namely,
barracking on the football ground, and he
will be all right.

Mr. SPEAKER : Order!

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I am
glad you have called him to order; he
requires it.

Mr. SPEAKER:
order.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I hope
the member for Kalgoorlie will not insist
upon this motion. There is a way by which
he can get what he requires in regard to
tonnage. That may be readily prepared.

Mr. Angwin: Of what good is the ton-
nage ?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: From
the tonnage he ¢an form his average to
get out the amount he wants. I can show
the hon. member how to do it.

Mr. SCADDAXN  (Brownhill-Ivanhos)
[56-54): 1 rise with some temerity to
discuss this question in view of having
been preceded by the only railway authority
in the House or in Western Australia, the
one man who has ever oceupied the position
of working Commissioner of Railways,
whatever that may mean.

The Minister for Works:
member.

Mr. SCADDAXN: The hon. member
emphasised the fact that he had oceupied
the position of Commissioner of Railways,

I c¢all you both to

The one
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and working Commisstoner at that. I
infer he meant that no other Commissioner
had worked. It is, as I say, with diffidence
that I follow the only railway expert in
the House or in Western Australia on this
question. As a matter of fact this is
merely a gquestion of common business
methods, and I am surprised that our
friends opposite, who have so frequently
claimed that they were going to insist on
proper business methods being applied to
Government departments, are found so
early in their cereer refusing information
that ought to be available at & moment's
notice if the work of the department were
carried on in a businesslike manner. As
has been already explained, 1 yesterday
asked the Aecting Minister for Railways
the following question :—

1, What was the total revenue earned
by the Railway Department for the year
1915-1916 from goods classed as 1, 2,
and 3 ? 2, What is the estimated addi-
tional revenue that will be earned by
the increase of 10 per cent. on these
classes ? 3, Would it not be more
equitable to apply any such increase
on a sliding scale ? 4, Are the following
included in Classes 1, 2, and 3, to which
such increases apply :—(a} articles of food,
such as dairy produce, fish, bacons,
hams, heef, pressed pork, groceries, canned
fruits, and tinned milk ; (b) agricultural
machinery ; (¢) mining machinery, other
than second hand ; (d) mining explosives
and chemicals such as cyanide ; {e) build.
ing material and galvanised iren ; (f) oils,
including kerosene ?

The reply given was—

1, £373,257. 2, £37,326 per annum.
3, As the rates are calculated on a sliding
seale, the percentage increase is equitable
—1for example, Class 1, 100 miles, the
rate is £2 4s., whilst for 400 miles, the
rate iz £6 9s. 1d., and not £8 16s., which
will he & proportionate ingrease. 4,
(a) Fish, beef, and fruit in truck loads
are carried at less than Classes 1, 2, and
3. Quantities under truck loads, in
common with the other articles men-
tioned, come under the increased rate.
{b) Yes. (c) Mining machinery, in truck
loads, is carried at Class ** C,”* which is
& lower rate than 1, 2, and 3. The in-
crease would thereiore only apply to
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smaller quantities, (d) Yes. (e) Build-

ing material, such as bricks, stone, lime,

¢cement, hardwood, are carried at the

lower special class rates when in truck

loads: galvanised iron, yes. (f) Yes.
It is thus seen that at a moment’s notice
the department were able to give me,
through the Minister, the information I
desired.

Hon. J. D. Connolly {Honorary Minister) :
But one is & sectional return. This is
not the same.

Mr. SCADDAN: I will come to that.
Therefore we have the admission that the
earnings of Classes 1, 2, and 3 goods in our
railway system are kept separate from
earnings of other classes of goods. So,
all the member need have done was to ask
the question “ How much of the total of
£373,257 earned from Classes 1, 2, and 3
was earned on the railway system betwcen
Southern Cross and the railway to
Leonora ? ™

Hon. J. D. Connolly (Honorary Minister) :
Why did not you advise him to do it ?

Mr, SCADDAN: He did not seek my
advice. We have had the statement that
the member for Boulder, when DMinister
for Railways, refused information of a
similar nature. It is not necessary to read
out the information then sought to show
that it was of an entirely different nature.
It was a motion asking the department to
supply information of an intricate character
which could have been supplied when
sectional returns were kept, eventually
the department decided not to keep those
sectional returns, with the result that they
could not have been supplied without the
tremendous work which would have been
necessary to go back over the period
covered by the motion. So the points
are entirely different. The Attorney
General, by interjection, mentioned that
similar information was required by him
last session, and that on that occasion the
hon. member was asked not to press his
motion because of the difficulty that would
be encountered in supplying the information.
I propose to read what I told the House on
that occasion and also to point out to the
hon. member how different was the in.
formation he was then seeking and to
prove by it that the Railway Department
can, without difficulty, supply the in-
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formation asked for by the member for
Kalgoorlie, whereas it would have had
difficulty in supplying the information
asked for by the member for Canning.
The hon. member’s motion was—

That & return be laid upon the Table
of the House showing (a) the number
of tons of Collie coal brought from
stations south of Gosnells to Midland
or passing through Midland Junection to
any station beyond Midland (all lines)
during twelve months ended 30th June,
1915; (b} the number of tons of rail-
way sleepers and timber brought from
stations south of Gosnells to Midland
or passing through Midland Junction
to any station beyoend Midland (all
lines) during twelve months ended 30th
June, 1915; (¢) the number of tons of
all other freights brought from stations
south of Gosnells to Midland or pass-
ing through Midland Junction to any
station beyond Midland (all lines) during
twelve months ended 30th June, 1915 ;

Up to that point the information could
have been supplied without difficulty.
But the hon. member went on to ask—

{d) the total cost of hanling the total
tonnage referred to in paragraph (a)
10 miles during the said period ; (e) the
total cost of hauling the total tonnage
referred to in paragraph (b) 10 miles
during the said period; (f) the total
cost of hauling the total tonnage referred
to in paragraph (¢} 10 miles during
the said period.

That was the hon. member's motion.
This is what I said in reply—

I want to ask the hon. member who
moved this motion to agree to its with.
drawal. I have made inquiries from
the Commissioner of Railways in regard
to it, and have been informed that it
will be almost impossible to obtain
acouretely the information which the
hon. member desires. It would also be
rather expensive to comply with the
hon. member‘s request, because of the
limited staff the Commissioner has avail-
able, and moreover, the Commissioner
snggests that to comply with the request
would serve no purpose, bhecause the
perticulars which would be furnished
would not be accurate, and under the
circumstances it would not be desirable
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to attempt to comply with the request.
Further, to supply the information would
require the whole of tMe large records
being turned up for the 12 months,
because of the fact that the department
has been carrying a huge quantity of
material for the Trans-Australian rail-
way by different routes, and that has
heen done merely to suit the depart-
ment’s own convenience. The Com-
missioner, however, will supply the hon.
member with any information he has
at his disposal.

What does that prove?
The Attorney Cieneral: Read what the

member for Canning further said.

Mr. SCADDAN : 1 like to be fair, and
I will read it—

As I understand that my motion, if
carried, will cause some Inconvenience
to the department, and that, when
convenient, the fgures will be made
available, I will, by leave, withdraw
it.

Mr. Green: The motion of the member
for Canning was obviously absurd.

Mr. SCADDAN: As a matter of fact,
the Commissioner is not desirous of supply-
ing the information now asked for any
more than he was desirous of supplying
the information asked for on the occasion
I have quoted. I told the House what
the Commissioner told me, because the
Commissioner operates the railways under
an Act of Parliamnent and must be allowed
to operate them according to his judgment,
The Commissioner did not deny that he
could supply the information, and I did
not deny it on his behslf, but said—

.o to supply the information
would require the whole of the large
records being turned up for the 12 months,
because of the fact that the department
has been carrying a large quantity of
material for the Trans-Australian rail-
way by different routes, and that has
been done merely to suit the department’s
own convenience.

The proposition put forward by the member
for Kalgoorlie is comparatively simple,
snd does not demand the expenditure of
much time and money.

The Premier: The Commissioner says
s0. Why do you not listen 7
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Mr. SCADDAN: All the information
esked for by the member for Kalgoorlie
can be supplied from the records which
the department must keep. The report
of the Commissioner of Railweys, which
has been distributed to.day, is, after
all, only an analysis of the work of the
department. That report gives the various
clagses of goods consigned to and from
each station, and the earnings of each
gtation. Indeed, the Commissionar's re-
port discloses the lossss on certain railways.
It even sopplies the balance of profit and
loss in respect of spur lines to which district
rates apply. Ii the Commissioner has all
this information available, if he could in
one day tell me the total emount of revonue
earned under various classes on the entire
system, surely he could in two or three
days supply the informeation desired by the
member for Kalgoorlie,

Hon. J. D. Connolly (Honorary Minister) :
It is only a question of expense.

The Minister for Worka : It would mean
the analysis of over 20,000 returns,

Mr. SCADDAN : Will the Minister for
Works explain how the Commissioner could
80 expeditiously give tho information which
I sought, if he hed to anslyse 20,000 re-
turns ?

Hon. J. D. Connolly {Honorary Minister) :
Your questions roferred to tho whole rail-
way systom.

Mr. SCADDAN : May I ask the Honorary
Minister how thet total was obtained if
not from bringing into one central book
the returns from the different sections ?

Mr. Nairn: But not soctionsl returns.

Mr. SCADDAN: Let me tell the hon.
member interjecting that the difference
between sectional returns and sectional
profit end loss accounts ie & very great one.
The two things represent entirely different
propositions. The hon. member will con-
tinue to confuse sectional returns with
soctional profit and loss accounis. The
Commisgioner of Railways keeps books
showing where every penny of hig revenue
ia eammed. He must do that.

Mr. Smith : H the hon. member is given
access to the books, will he extract the
information for himself ¥

Hon. J. D. Connolly (Honorary Minister) :
If the member for Kalgocrlie will go to the
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Commissioner, that officer will give all
information he can to the hon. member.

Mr. SCADDAN : If the Honorary Minister
will agree to that course, the member for
Kalgoorlie cen got the information in half
an hour.

Hon. J. D. Connolly (Honorary Minister) :
1f the information asked for by the motion
can bo obtained so easily, the member for
Kealgoorlie ¢can go down to the railway
offices in the morning, when I will under-
take the Commissioner will give him the
information.

Mr. SCADDAN : The Honorary Minister
himsalf is confusing sectional returns on a
profit and loss basis with sectional records,
which must be kept for the business of the
department. The department must keep
returng of earnings by differont sections,
even from different stations.

The Promier : The motion is as to goods
consigned to the goldfields from the whole
system. That means that the roturns
from every station throughout the raihway
systern would have to be anelysed.

Mr. SCADDAN: No. The information
supplied in reply to my question was svail-
able, because every district keeps a record
of its earnings from different points, which
are oventually concentrated in one book.
In the abscnce of such & system, how could
the Commissioner advise his Minister with
regard to the incressing or decrgesing of
froights ? How does the Commissionor
advise as to increase or docresse of fares
and freights, unless it is because he has
at hand information showing the earnings
of the difforent sections, znd because he
knows, according to tho cost of miloage
whether the traffic pays on the rates ob-
taining ? Does the Commissioner run the
risk of disorganising the whole railway
systom by a reduction of mileage run, such
as was recently decided upon, without
first taking such deteils into account ? I
beliove that Minister and Commissioner
alike view tho motion of the member for
Kalgoorlic as expressing a desire for the
sectional returns which certain members
have demanded for years past, but which
meant costly expenditure and, after all, did
not yicld reliable information. 1 think the
last Commissioner of Railways abolished
those returns.
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The Minister for Workas:
wore of no use to anybody. .

Mr. SCADDAN : But this motion is an
entirely different proposition. Suppose the
Minister for Railways called into his office
the Commissioner of Railways and seid to
him, “I am of opinion that tho traffic be.
tweon Southern Cross and Malcolm and
intermediate stations does not warrent the
prosont train sorvice.”” Then the Com-
missioner would immediately refer to his
returns of passengers and goods carried
and earnings end cost of running for that
section, end would say to the Minister
oither “ You are right,” or ' You are
wrong.” Is it not worth the cost of calling
upon the Commissioner to supply to the
public information which the Minister
would be able to obtain from the Com-
missioner to-morrow ¥ "The member for
Kalgoorlie represents & section of the com-
munity who have to carry the increase of
10 per cont., and therefore, he is entitled
to know how the 10 per cent. increase will
bear on his conatitutents. Is ho to be
rofused the information on the ground that
it is going to cost thirty shillings for clerical
labour ?

Tho Premier : Thirty shillings ¢ Absurd.
The !seder of the Opposition knows nothing
of the subject.

Mr. SCADDAN : 1 quoted a figure which
L thought the Premisr would asppreciate.
Shaill I say, a million pounds ? 'The

Yes. They

. Promier donics the right of the public to

got this information.

The Premier: You yourssli on another
oceasion rofused to supply such inform.
ation.

Mr. SCADDAN: I wish the Premior
would read the three motions. The Minister
administering the Railway Department

ought to be able to furnish this inform-
ation for the purpose of satisfying the
public that the 10 per cent. increase is a
fair one. But the hon. genitleman says
he cannot tell us the reason for the in-
crenss. What proportion of that oxtra
burden is going to bo laid on poople resi.
dent in distant portions of the State ? Wae
are not told. All we are told is that weg
cannot have the information. I contend
it is right and just that the inform.
ation should be supplisd, even if it costs a
thousend pounds to collect. I do not
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think, after all, that it will cost so much to
collect, because it is information which the
Commissioner may expucl the Minister to
require from him at any moment. Surely
& member representing s section of the
community who are to bear the burden is
entitled to have this information, even at
the cost of a few pounds.

Sitting suspended from 6-12 to 7-30 p.m.

Resolved : that motions be continued.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL (Hon. R.
T. Robinson—Canning) [7-34]: 1 was very
much astonished to hear the remarks of the
leader of the Opposition on this subject
bacause I gonorally listen to him as a man
of much ¢xperience whose argumenta carry
weight with mombers, but when I find he
uses the samo arguments against & motion
I made last year for an identical return,
a8 to why the return should now be pre-
gented to Parliament, then I shall lose
faith in anything that may come from him
in the future. Last year I asked for a
return of the number of tons of railway
slespers and coal which were carried on the
South-Western Railway across to Midland
Junction.

Mr. Bolton: And other things.

Mr. Scaddan: And the other things wero
important.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: They
were Dot important.

Mr. Scaddan : Then why did you ask for
them ?

The ATTORNEY GEKRKERAL: The
only puzzling question I asked, and it was
puzzling to no one except the then Minister
for Railways, was in regard to the con-
tinusl conveyance of these goods across
the gap I have referred to, to Midland
Junction, and 1 wanted to know the cost
of it. What I desired to find out was
whether there was any loss being incurred
by the conveyance of those goods over
the additional 10 miles of country involved
by carrying them around wvia Perth to
Midland Junction, and if there was a loss,
what that loss was. It was a simple ques-
tion to enswer. The then Minister for
Ratlwaye told me that it would be difficult
to obtain such information and that it
could hardly be given accurately with the
limited staff available in the Commissioner's
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office. The Commigsioner I was further
told would have difficulty in furnighing
this return and I was asked to defer my
motion and to go to the Commissioner’s
officc myseli and I would be supplied
with the information.

Mr. Scaddan: Did you go?

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: When
a Minister .of the stending of the member
for Brownhill Ivanhoe (Mr. Scaddan) made
that statement, I replied that as I under-
stood that my motion would cause in-
convenience to the department I would
withdraw it.

Mr. Taylor: You were younger then in
politics.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL : I was no
younger then than I am now ; T may have
been a hundred and the argument that
would convince me then would carry the
same weight with me now. 1 have quoted
what the then Minister for Railways said.
I am advised now by the present Minister
for Railways that the carnings of the
different sections of the railways are not
kapt saparately, and to get the information
required would mean the employment of
aome clorks for some time to extract it
from the general returns, and i that were
done other necessary work would have to
stand by and the department would be
inconvenionced. Further, if the motion
be agreed to, unless the saectional returns
and the expenditure involved in such
soctions be given, the roturn will be of
little value. Those words are almost
identical with the advice that was given
by the Commissioner of Railwaye to the
then Minieter for Railways.

Mr. Scaddan: It is a stock argument he
uses when he does not want to be bothered.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL : Having
had four and a-half years’ experience with
the Comumissioner, if it was good enough
for the then Minister for Railways to study
the Commissioner and back him up, with
only & few months experience of the Com-
missioner, I am not going to fall short of
my duty. I am hore to back up the Com-
missioner and I will raige my voice againat
the Opposition who desire to get such
information from the Railway Department,
to cause inconvenience for no possible
purpose whatever. If the member for
Kalgoorlie will go to tbe Commissioner’s
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office the books and figures will be placed
at his disposal, and a8 we know he is such
an expert in figures he, no doubt, will be
able to extract the information he requires
from the files of the dopartment. For
those reasons 1 opposs the motion, and I
ask hon. members ¢o do similarly.
Question put and negatived.

PAPERS—RAILWAY CARRIAGE
OF MAILS.
Mr. HICKMOTT (Pingelly)
move—

That all papers in connection with the
carriage of mails by the Railway Depari-
ment be laid on ihe Table of the House,

My object is obvious. At the present time
in my electorate there are two railways thal
do not carry mails. The Federal Govern-
ment say that the charge imposed by the
State Government is too high, namely
£7 10s. per mile. ‘That in round figures on
the Brooklon-Corrigin line runs to some-
thing like £400 and on ihe Yilliminning-Kon-
dinin line it would amount to between £500
and £600 per annum. By not having the
mails carried on the railways, the people in
those districls are subjected to great incon-
venience and in a number of cases they are
getfing their mails by parcels post, which
canses au expense by reason of the fact that
they have Lo get someone to collect and
carry them. The object of the motion is lo
ascertain whether the cost of the carriage
of mails by this Stale cannot be reduced so
that people living in distani centres can be
eranted this convenience, At the present
lime, a mail is carried by vehicle to Pin-
welly oot east and if the people do not get
their wail by parcels post along the Brook-
ton-Corrigin line, they have to go 15 or 16
miles to get their weekly mail, whereas if it
were carried by train, not only would these
people he benefited to a great extenf, but
the State wonld derive some revenue, and
we require revenue badly enough. The mails
could he carried at a reduced cost, and my
object is to ascertain why the Railway De-
parfment are nof assisting the out-back
seftleis in this direction.

_ Mr. Carpenter: Do you want this infor-
mation in connection with all the railways?
You ought to limit it to some extent.

[7.39]: 1
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My, HICKMOTT: 1 only desire the in-
formativn in regard to those ratlways not
earrying mails at the present time.

Hon. J. D. CONNOLLY {Honorary Min-
ister—Perth) [743]: 1 do not desire to
oppose the motion for the same reason Lhat
1 opposed ithe last motion.  This motien
does not involve any expense but there are
uther questions involved in it. The Commis-
sioner of Railways writes to me to-day in
respect to this letler—

1 wish to point out that at the present
time the matter of a new agreement with
the Tederal Government in connection
with the carriage of mails is to go before
the Interstale Commission for decision
very shortly, the States and the Postmas-
ter General having failed to come to an
agreement as to the rights and conditions.
The WVictorian Railway Commissioners
are acting for all the Stales and are pre-
paring our case. It will be highly unde-
sivalle for the papers to be produced
while the matter is sub judice,

The Comwmissioner goes on te say that if
Mr. Hickmott indicates the information he
requires it will he supplied to him.

Ar, Taylor: He and the member for XKal-
goorlie can go down to the Railway Depart-
ment together,

Hon. J. D. CONNOLLY {Honorary Min-
ister) s If the hon. member will only com-
muniente with me [ will get the information
for him. ‘There is no objection to supply-
ing ihe information but it is not desirable
that the papers should be prodoced. What-
ever fault there is it does not lie with the
State, which has tried to meet the Post-
master  General’s Department, but the
trouble lies with the Commonwealth Gov-
ernment,

The Minister for Works: Tt has been that
for the last 16 years.

Hon. J. D, CONNOLLY (Honorary Minis-
ter): Thal is so. Tf the hon. member will
indicate to me any particular informalion
that he requives, if we ean without prejudien
zive it to him, it will be given.

Mr. E. B. JOHNSTON (Williams-Nar-
rogin} [745]: T wish to back up the re-
marks of the hon. member for Pingelly
(Mr. Hickmott) so far as they relate to ihe
carriage of mails on the new lines, and par-
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ti¢nlarly  the TYillimining-Kondinie line.
There is a large number of seltlers out theve
and there is at present one lrain per weck
each way. It is one of the few uistriets where
the area under crop has increased during
the past season. The bon. member did good
service in voicing the grievance of these
people, who see the train come in week after
week bul find it does not carry any mails.
[ would remind the Ionorary Minister and
the Cominissioner that the railways of Wesl-
crn Australia ure owned by the people of the
State.  Surely the Postal Department and
the State Railway Department could meet
lialf-way and steps be faken to the end that
these people shall no longer be subject to
Lieir present inconvenieunces.

Hen, J. 1. Connolly (Honorary Minis-
ler): They have offered in some instances
Lo couvey the mails for nothing, and they
are in faet carrying them for nothing.

Mr. E. B. JOIINSTON: 1 should be
pleased if fhe Minister would give an assur-
anee (bat this eourse would be pursued as
veaards  the  Yillimining-Iondinin  line.
The Honorary Minister's remark shows that
the Lailway lepartmeat ave prepared to
negoliate in a sympathetic manner with the
Federal anthorities wilh a view to seeuring
1hese conveniences 1o the people.

Mr. THCKMOTT (Pingelly—in reply)
[7.48]: 1l we could get the information
which the Honorary Jlinister has told us we
can get, | am satisfied, 1 owly want the in-
formation, and if I can get that T am pre-
parad to withdraw the motion.

Motion by leave withdrawn.

MOTION—FLAT RATE FOR CHAFF.
Order of the Day Postponed.

Order of the Day read for further con-
sideration of the molion wmoved by lir.
Thomson (Katonmne). “That this House i3
of opinion that the principle of a flat rate
for chaff and other produce as laid down by
the Indusiries Assistance Board is not con-
sistent with justice, and strongly recom-
mends that for produce supplied to settlers
under the Act, the market rates ruling at
the iime of purchase be charged.”

(35]
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Heon. J. D. CONNOLLY (Honorary Min-
wter—Lerthj [7.50]: 1 move—
fhat the Order of the Day be post-
puned.

Mr. Beaddan: Why do you not discharge
it?
divtion pul and a division taken, with
the following resulf:—
Ayes . .. .. .. 24
Noes .. - - .o 12

Majority for .. R I

AYEB.
Mr. Allen ' Mr. Mullany
Mr. Dutcher . Mr. Munsis
Ar. Connolly ; Mr. Nalro
Mr. Cunpnlogham ) Mr. Piessa
Mr. Gardiner Mr. Robinson
Mr, George © Mr. Smith
Mr. Griffiths Mr. 8. Stubbs
Mr, Hardwick Me, Veryard
Mr. Harrison Mr. Wansbrough
Mr. Hickmolit Mr, F. Wilson
Mr. Hudson ! Mr. Miale
. B I Jebaston (Teller.)
Mr. Lefroy i

NOES.
Mr. Angwin Mr. Rcaddan
Mr. Carpenler Mer, Taylor
Mr., Chesson Mr. Underwood
Mir. Collier Mr. Walker
A2 Foley Mr., Bolten
Mr. Green (Teller.)
Mr. W. D, Johnsen

Motion thus passed; Order of the Day
prostponed.

SIOTION—TRUST FUNDS ADMINIS-
TRATION, SELECT COMMITTEE TO
INQUIRE.

Order of the Day read for further con-
sideration of the molion moved hy Ar.
Smith, “That a scleet commmiltee be ap-
pointe:d to inquire into the adminisiration
of trost funds, real estate, and personal
property controlled or managed by any
oilicer of the Supreme Court and Curator of
Intestate Ilstates, including estates which
nay lave been wound up daring the past
10 vears.”

Mr. SPEAKER: The question is that
the motion be nrreed to. Refore the vote
is taken 1 wish to say that I understand
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from the Minister for Works that some hon.
members are of opinion that they are voting
for the adjournment of the debate. The
question before the House is Order of the
Day No. 2, and the vote is to be taken on
the motion which I have read to the House.
I hope hon. members understand the posi-
tion. ’

Mr. Carpenter: How does the Minister
for Works know how they are vofing?

Mr., Hudson: He should mind his own
business.

Mr. SPEAKER: He iz probably doing
50. .
Mr. Hudson: He is not a schoolmaster,
anvhow.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order! The Minister
for Works is quite entitled to raise the
question if he is in error himself.

Mr. Bolton: He is always in error; he is
never anything else.

Mr. Hudson: What are we voting for?

Mr. Bolton: I have signed the teller’s
sheet, so never mind.

Question put and division taken, with the
following result:—

Ayes .. . .. .. 18
Noes .. . - .. 15
Majority for .. .. 3
AYES,
Mr. Angwin Mt. Piesse
Mr. Butcher Mr. Robinson
Mr. Coonolly Mr. Smith
Mr. Goorge Mr, 8. Stubbs
Mr. Grifliths Mr. Taylor
Mr. Hickmott Mr, Veryard
Mr. E. B. Johnston Mr. Wansbrough
Mr. Lefroy Mr. F. Wilson
Mr. Nairn Mr. Hardwick
' (Teller.)
NOES.
Mr. Catrpenter Mr. W. D. Johnson
Mr. Chegson Mr. Mullany
Mr. Colller Mr, Munsla
Mr. Cunnlngham Mr., Scaddan
3t. Foley Mr. Underwood
Mr. Green Mr. Walker
Mr. Harrison Mr. Bolion
Mr. Hudson (Teiler.}

Question thus passed.

Ballot taken, and the following appointed
a select committee, namely:—Messrs. Bui-
cher, Heitmann, Taylor, Willmott, with the
mover (Mr. Smith}, with power to call for
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persons and papers, to sit on days over
which the House stands adjourned, and to
report on Gth December.

MOTION—BILLS INVOLVING EXPEN-
DITURE.

Proposed New Standing Order.

Debate resumed from the Sth November
on the motion moved by Mr. Carpenter—
#1, That in the opinion of this House mo
Biil shonld be introduced or considered if it
contains any provision which is an evasion
of Standing Order No. 387. 2, That the
Standing Orders Committee be requested to
prepare o new Standing Order in aceord-
ance with the foregoing resolutions.”

Mr. GARDINER (Irwin) [8.14]: I beg
to move an amendment—

That all the words after “that” be struck
out, and the following inserted in ligu:—
“The Standing Orders Commitlee be re-
quested to frame for the consideration of
the House an amendment of the Standing
Orders to provide that Bills invelving the
expenditure of public moneys shall only
be introduced by a Minister of the Crown.”

I think there is a desire in the House to,
as far as possible, protect the privileges of
the House, and see that when it comes to
money matters Ministers alone shall be re-
sponsible. Under these circumstances I think
the amendment will meet the views of the
hon. member for Fremantle (Mr. Carpenter)
and other hon. members. My only desire is
to protect the House and give to it the assur-
ance which T think the hon. member tried to
give in his motion.

Mr. WALKER (Xanowna) [816]: I
do not think it is necessary to speak at
any length on the subject. Had it nol been
for the innovation under whieh the Govern-
ment handed to a private member what is
purely a prerogative of the Crown, there
wonld not have been any question as to what
the Standing Orders mean, and what the
constitetional practice of this and all other
Parliaments in the British Empire has been
ever sinee eonstitutional government has ob-
tained. T do not think the question requires
argument, becanse when the innovation was
made it was under a sort of apology, and
nobody seriously defended the course taken.
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It was a clear evasion of a governmental re-
sponsibility. 1t was not defended on eon-
stitutional prineiples, but was defended
merely to meet the emergency. I hope we
shall stick to our principles and practices,
and to the constitutional law that has hither-
to prevailed. T trust the amendment will be
carried.

The ATTORNEY GENXERAL (Hon. R. T.
Robinson—Canning) [8.38]: I will support
the amendment. The original motion did not
touch ihe question that the amendment now
provides for. In a measure the amendment
provides for what the member for Fremantle
(Mr. Carpenter) tried to say, but did not
know how to say. As a matter of fact, the
original motion was a reflection on the Chair,
because the hon. member moved, “That in the
opinion of the House no Bill should be 1n-
troduced which contains any provision that
is an evasion of the Standing Order” Of
course the Speaker would not permit a Bill
to be introduced which was an evasion of the
Standing Order.

Mr. Carpenter: As a matter of fact, he
did.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Therefore
it did not rennirec any motion to say that
the Speaker would do his duty. I wmn per-
fectly snre that he would do it and do it
very well.

Mr. Carpenter: The Speaker declared the
Bill (o he an evasion.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL:
said nothing of the kind.

Mr, SPEAKER: Order! The Attorney
General is not permitted to discuss the
Mpeaker’s ruling on a motion after the mat-
ter has been disposed of.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: I do not
know thal I was the guilty one. 1f so, [
am sorry. At all events, there is litfle more
to be said on the question.

Alr. UXDERWOOD (Pilbara) [8.20]: I
would ask the House to use a little cantion
on this question. WWe have had before us a
Bill that was not altogether right, according
to the opinons of most of us. If the motion
as amended bhe carried, and we gel a new
Standing Order, we are likely to find the
rights and privileges of members curtailed.
Tnder the motion a Standing Order could
Lbe framed which would prevent a private
memnber introducing any Bill whatever, be-

No. he
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cause there never vet has been a Bill that
did not involve the expenditure of money.

Afr. Taylor: That is not so.

Mr. UNDERWOOD: There is an expendi-
ture of money. even in the printing of a
Bill, to begin with. I would remind the hon.
member of the Shearers Accommodation Bill,
which involved an expenditure on inspectors.
Are we going to lay it down that a private
member is not to he permitted to introduce
a Bill of that description? I warn hon.
members not to swing too far across and
take away the rights of private members.

Mr. Waiker: That will depend on the
framing of the Standing Order.

Mr. UNDERWOOD: Exactly. T am put-
ting in a word so that when the committee
start to frame the Standing Order they will
know that they have something to come up
against. It is of no mse locking the stable
door after the horse has escaped. T sugpest
to the Standing Orders Committee that in
trying to frame the proposed new Standing
Order they take particnlar care that they do
not whittle away the rights of members.

Mr. CARPENTER  (Fremantle —in
reply) [822]: I am glad the hon.
member has uftered the waming. If
I thought that the acceptance of the
amendment  would he followed hy the

acceptance of a Standing Order in aceord-
ance with the amendment, T would certainly
oppose very strongly anything but the orig-
inal motion. However, with the hon. mem-
ber’s warning, and with the knowledge that
the Standing Order when framed will come
before the ITonse for consideration, the
danger contained in the amcendment is to
some extent removed. The Atlorney General
hecame somewhat facetious at my expense,
and T am not at all surprised that opposi-
tion to the motion as framed is eentred in the
Treasury bench.

Mr. Taylor: And largely in the Aftorney
(ieneral.

AMr, CARPENTER: It is remarkable that
the Premier was very careful to make it
clear that whatever blame attached to the
introduction of a certain Bill, upon which
the whole of this question has been raised,
did not attach fo him or any of his eo)-
leagues, except the Attorney General, The
Premier distinetly told the House that the
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Government ought not to be blamed for what
the Attorney General did.
The Premier: I said nothing of the sort.

My, CARPENTER: Well, Hansard says
you did. The hon. member distinetly de-
clared that what the Attorney General bad
done as an individual in this matter the Gov-
ernment were not responsible for.

The Premier: No.

Mr. CARPENTER: Let the hon. member
turn up his own words and satisfy himself.

The Premier: Nonsense.

Mr. CARPENTER: I am not at all sur-
prised, either, that the introduction of this
motion has caused something like a flutter
in the Ministerial dovecote. I wish to repeat
that the present Government, or, to accept
the Premier’s correction, the Attorney Gen-
eral, has been guilty of introduecing or at-
tempting lo introduce a practice in  the
House which has been tried in the British
House of Commons, where it was regarded
as highly dangerous, and where steps were
taken to prevent ifs recurrence.

The Aftorney General: The Premier did
not say so, and the Attorney General did
not do what you aeguse him of.

Mr. CARPENTER: I am somewhal as-
{onished at what was either gross negligence
on the part of the Premier or an attempt
to mislead the House. The ben. member
very freely declared that in quoting May on
this subject, as showing what was the prac-
tice in the House of Commons, I attempted
fo mislead the House; and he af once took
up another authority, namely, Todd’s Par-
liomentary Governmment in England, and
pretended to quote from that something
which he asserfed was a declaration of the
established practice in the House of Com-
mons.  If the Premier had not told the
House that the hook had just been bhanded
to him there would have been only one
course open for me, namely, to declare the
Premier guilty of gross misrepresentation?

The Premier: What is tbis?

Mr. CARPENTER: But the Premier had .

the book handed to him. Who made the
selection that he read, I do not know, but
I declare that the lines the Premier quoted
from Todd in his endeavour to prave that
this practice was the practice of the House
of Commons, were quoted from pages which
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were intended by that anthor to prove the
very opposite and to declare Lhow this prae-
tice had grown up in the House of Com-
mons, bow its danger had been recognised,
and what steps had been taken to obviate it
in the future. Referring to the praetice of
introducing Bills with the proviso of which
we complained in connection with the Bill
introduced by the member for Katanning
(Mr. Thomson), a proviso that certain
things should be done if Parliament makes
an appropriaiion for that purpose, the Pre-
mier told us—

It was following out the established
praelice as laid down by Tedd which takes
place in the House of Commons.

I wish to repeat, and 1 am going to prove,
that the Premier when he used those words
had not read the whole of the section from
whieh he quoted; for, had he done so, his
own personal hononr would have prevented
him from making that quotation to support
the contention he was putting up.

The Premier: The portion that I read
certainly supported my eontention, did it
not?

Mr. CARPENTER: I have before me the
hook and the section from which the Premier
quoted. The section is headed, “Restriations
upon Parliament in matters of supply.” I
do not desire to weary hon. members by
quoting whole pages, but shall read merely
the pertinent portions. The section begins—

According fo ancient Constitutional
doctrine and practice, no moneys can he
voted by Parliament for any purpose
whatsoever except at the demand and
upon the responsibility of Ministers of
the Crown.

That is the beginning of the paragraph
from which the Premier quoted. .

In former times the mode of procedure
in obtaining grants of money admitted of
no expenditure. It left no opportunity
to any private member to introduce any
scheme of his own whereby any charge
could be made upon the people.

The Premier: I did not read that,

Mr. CARPENTER: It is part of the
section from which the Premier quoted, and
I am endeavouring to show that the aathor’s
intention and purpose were the contrary of
what the Premier would make them appear.
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My, Bolton: The Premier knew that, too.

Mr. CARPENTER: The writer proceeds
to show how this dangerous practice, which
is sanctioned by the present Attorney Gen-
eral, erept in—

In the year 1703 this abuse became so

notorious that early in the pext session,

on 11th December, 1706, hefore any peti-
tions of this sort could be again offered,
the House resolved that it would receive
no petition for any sums of money relat-
ing to the public services but what is re-
commended from the Crown.
The House of Commons at onee recognised,
as I have asked this House to recognise,
the grave danger lo itself and to ihe State
frowi the introduction of the practice which
I am seeking to remedy by this motion.
Later, the writer says—

Bui while the House of Commons has

invariably maintained the principle em-

bodied in the foregoing Standing Order—
That was a Standing Order adopted in order
to prevent the practice.

so far as directly applicable, the ingenuity

of members has discovered a way of prac-

tically evading it.

History bas repeated itself once more, and
the ingenuity of the members of 200 years
ago, or the record of their ingenuity, has
reached the present Attorney General. Un-
warned by the danger which was then in-
eurred, the Attorney General has soughi to
show how clever he is, as a young Attorney
General, by adopting a 200-years old praec-
tice and endeavouring to get this House to
proceed on the same dangerons lines as two
eenturies ago were prohibited in the British
House of Commons. The writer further
says—

Where such Bills——

That is, Bills like the one we were disenssing
when this question arose.

have originated with private members,

they have, as a general rule, all been pre-

dunelive of great abuse by encouraging in-

judieious and extravagant expenditure.
This is the danger, and T want hon. members
to follow particularly the next few lines.

If the prineiple of the Bill obtains the

sanction of Parliament——

That is, without the necessary authority
from the Crown.
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the faith of l’arliament becomes pledged
to the outlay involved, and Ministers are
obliged to include in future Estimates dis-
tinet provision for it, and when ihe par-
ticular grant that is required to carry out
any such measure is brought forward in
Commiilee of Supply, any objection to its
prineiple is commonly met by ihe asser-
tion that it is useless, if not unfair, to
oppoese it at this slage, inasmuch as Par-
liament has already agreed that the pro-
posed expenditure ought to be ineurred.
Hon. members will see from these guolations
how wrong the Premier was

The P'remier: I was not wrong.

Mr. CARPENTER: In selecting a few
sentences from this section.

The Premier: [ do not think youn are quot-
ing from the same portion as I was.

Mr. CARPENTER: [ have the same book
and the same page.

The Premier: Why do you not quote what
I read?

Mr. CARPENTER: What the Premier
quoted was simply the author’s relation or
narrative of a practice formerly existing.

The Premier: You read my quotation, and
you will see where yon are out of order, as
you usually are.

Mr., CARPENTER: These are the words
which the Premier quoted from page
189—— -

The Premier: I quoted whatever was
relevant to the Bill,

Mr. CARPENTER: The writer had been
veferring to the very Bills of which I am
complaining, and fo their very dangerous
character. In the lines quoted by the Pre-
mier, however, the writer simply declares
what was the praetice which was then reme-
died by the adoption of a new Standing
Order.

The Premier: Read out what I read. I
read the Standing Order, too.

Mr. CARPENTER: The writer says—

But whatever might be the precise object

of these Bills, inasmuch as they establish

grounds of expense——
Let hon. members listen to this; the Premier
quoted this—

they are an evasion of the Constitutional

rule— T
T hope the Attorney General is listening,
because he declares there was no evasion.
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The Attorney General: That is quite
right. You do not understand what you
are reading; that is the point.

Mr. CARPENTER: The writer says—

are an evasion of the Constitutional

riule which forbids the grant of money

by Parliament except on the applicalion

of the Crown.
Thal is what we are contending for, and
that is what the author is contending for,
and {hat is what the British House of
Commons accomplisbed by the Standing
Order referred to and by the ahelition of
the practice.

The Premier: Please finish my quotation.

Mr. CARPENTER: I am going to finish
it. T have the Premier on the hip, and it is
no use for him to squirm or wriggle. The
quotation continues—

In order to admit of the proposed grant,
althongh a direet violation of Constitn-
tional practice, Bills of this deseription
invariably contain a clause to this effect,
that the necessary expense to be incurred
thereby should be defrayed out of moneys
hereafter voted by Parliament.

The Premier: Yes, exactly,

My. CARPENTER: Exaetly. The au-
thor is just simply pointing out the trickery
adopted by private memhers and even by
Ministers of the day to eseape their ob-
ligation and to get round the Constitution.

The Tremier: No.

Mr. CARPENTER: That is what the
author’s intention is here.

The Premier: That is the practice.

Mr. CARPENTER : If the Premier had
read the whole of that seclion—

The Premier: 1 did.

Mr. CARPENTER: He
known

The Premier: I did read the whole.

My, CARPENTER: He read those few
seniences only. He omitted what went be-
fore and what followed after. If the Pre-
mier had read in front of his quotation, or
after it, he conld nof, a3 an honest man,
have tried to make the House believe that
the words he quoted supported his conten-
tion at all. They destroy his eontention.
They are up against his argument. They
went lo prove altogether the very opposite
of what the Premier was trying to make the
Honse helieve.

would have
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The Premier: Go on and finish 1he quotu-
lion, please.

Mr. CARPENTER : 1 will read the whole
of the book if the Premier pleases. It is
real good sinfl. If anything were wanted to
show the House and the country to what
the present Government have descended, or
—to accept 'the Premier’s correction—to
whal the present Attorney General has des-
cended, there eould be nothing betier than
voluminous quotations from tlis same book.
I will just finish the guotation which the
Premier read—

The facility attending the introduction
of such Bjlls has frequentiy induced Min-
isters themselves—-

Like .the Attorney General.

to take advaniage of this mode of obtain-

ing the sanction of Parliament for their

legislative measure.

The Premier: Go on.

Mr. CARPENTER: Why should a Min-
ister, either 200 years ago, or to-day, have to
iake advantage of subterfuges of this na-
ture?

The Premier: You said that this was not
done in the House of Commons, and 1
proved to you that it was done there.

Mr., CARPENTER: No. I said that it
was done in the British House of Commons
200 years age, but that a private member
introdueced a molion to put a stop te the
practice. On the oiher hand, the Premier told
the House that it was still the established
practice of the British House of Commons.
"That is the point, and that, I say, is where
the Premier misled the House. To erown his
misrepresentation, he said that the member
for Fremantle had been guilty of misleading
the House, when the misleading eame en-
tirely from himself,

The Premier: Now please finish the quota-
tion.

Mr. CARPENTER: I will
zood to miss-—

Moreover, in certain ecireumstances, and

with a view to facilitate the progress of

public business, Bills of this elass have
even Dbeen permitted to originate in the

House of Lords.

The Premier: There you are,
blown out.

Mr. CARPENTER: The Premier is get-
ling deeper and deeper into the mud. He

It is too

you are
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does not quite see where he is getting to.
The adoplion of this evasive praciice, this
dangerous practice, was taken advantage uf,
not by the Attoroey General of the day,
but even by the House of Lords, by men who
bave, and had, no right whatever to initiale
money Bills. They followed that bad ex-
ample and ietroduced Bills conlaining tbis
danserous proviso, got them through, ani
then looked to the Government to bring
down the approprialion some time later.
Then, of course, they claimed, as the aunthor
peints out, “The House bLas adopied ihe
principie of the Bill, and it is not fair lo
knock the Bill out now; the money is being
voted now as the Bill was passed a long time
ago and endorsed; therefore pass the money
and let the appropriation go through” Tt
was an absolute piece of trickery which
grew up two eenturies ago, was abolished
by resolution of the HMouse of Commons,
and is revived to-day by that young spring
clicken, the Atforney General. The Min-
ister for Works gets up and says, “Prelty
clever, was it not?%”’

‘The Minister for Works: I did not say a
word ; but what about the amendment now?

Mr. CARPENTER: I awm giving the guo-
tation. Have members oppesite had enough
of 1?7 There is ylenty more.

The Premier: Did T quote all that?

Mr. CARPENTER: Referring to the
same class of Bill, in the same section, from
which the Premier quoted, we have these
words—-

Where such Bills have originated with
private members, they have, as a general
rule, been productive of greal abusesi—--

That we have seen here. Let bon. members
listen to this—

vreat abuses by encouraving injudicions

and extravagant cxyrenditare,

The writer proeeeds to point out how thig
danger was recognise], and what stezs were
taken 1g remedy it by the adoption of a now
Standine Order.

The Minister for Works: Now give ua ‘he
amendment.

Mr. CARPENTER: The whole of that
seetion rcontinues in the same strain, and if
the hon. member wants to understand the
danger which is involved in the evacive
practice adorted bv the Attornev Gereral,
T only ask him to take Todd and read for
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himself particularly the sections from which
tue Uremier quoled 8 few seniences. 1 am
aware that ibe hon. member who bas moved
this emeadment desires the same objecl thaf
I had in view. The motion proposed levels
a charge against the Government which he
does pot wish to sanction or support. I do
not hesitate to say that I submilted my
motion 1n the form I did because 1 believed
and still believe that the Government were
departing from Constitutional practice iu
adoy-ting dangerous and evasive taelies, and
that they were leading the House and the
couniry inte danger. Believing that, 1 did
not hesitale to put my motion in the form
which would bring home both to Ainisters
and members and lo the country, my cpinion
of what bad been done. Personally, 1 do
not care whether the motion or the amend-
ment he earried, 1 repeat that ke hon.
member who has moved the amendment has
the same object in view, with this qualifi-
cation, that it proposes te do something
more than the member himself had in view
when he wrote the amendment, and with the
reservalion that the Standing Order when
framed shall he submitted to the Houce and
that the Standing Order shall preserve all
the rights of private members and at the
same time insist upon the observation of all
the obligations of the Government, I leave
it to hon. members to say whe'her they will
support the motion or the amendment.

The PREMIER (Hon. Frank Wilson—
Sussex) [B8.48): T took excepijon io the
hon. member’s motion beeause he introduced
it in an antagonistie syirit.

Ar. Carrenter: Quite justifiably.

The PREV1ER: The motion is one of
censure upon a member of the Government.

My, Carrenter: Exa-tly.

The PREYITER: And as such I was nol
prepared to accept it, but T told vou. Mr.
Spenker, and the Hovse before T sat down,
that I was jrst as jealous as anv other mwem-
ber eould he to preserve the control of
tinuncial matters in the hands of Parliament,
and that I would not object to {akirg a hand
in the ftraming of an sdditional rule or
Stantling Order {o give fuller effect to that
convirtion. 1 have not misquoted the hon.
memher at all. He waxed indigrant in
repeating his charoes to-night. 1f it eives
him any satisfaclion, he is at liberty to do
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50 ns often as he likes and as often as the
rules of the House will permit; bat at the
same time I must say that his eharge against
me of wilfully misleading the House is one
that I cannot aceept in silence.
inlention whatever of misleading the House
and I contend T did not mislead the House
when 1 quoled from Todd.

Mr. Carpenter: Then someone misled
you.

The PREMIER: 1 quoted Todd as re-
ported in Hansaerd, and as the hon. member
by much promptling on my part to-night has
re-quoted for me. By that quotation he has
substantiaied my contention that he was
completely blown out in his argument. He
said that the House of Commons never did
a thing of this sort and would never allow
such a state of affairs to exist; it was far
and away above trickery such as had been
exposed on this oceasion. I proved to him
that the House of Commons had established
A custom fo get over a Constitnlional prac-
tice by the very means that the member for
Katanning had adopted, and I weat further
and said that whilst T had no concern, and
the Government had no coneern, person-
ally, with the measure, that if it were carried
by Parliament and it became law, I should
deem it my doly to bring down the neces-
sary appropriation accompanied hy a mes-
sage from Lhe Governor,

Mr. Heitmann: You are bealen.

Mr. Carpenter: You are climbing down.

The PREMIER: That was the attitnde
I took up, and so far from heing heaten, as
the hon., member puts it, the motion moved
was defeated and, as Lhe hon. member knows,
he helped to pass out the Bill without any
debate. It was not my measure. I carried
out my pledge.

Mr. Carpenter: You slipped out of it.

The PREMIER: T did all in my power
to have the measure discussed. I objected
to the attitude which the hon. member took
up, when not content wilh the defeat of the
amendment which had been moved by the
member for Mi. Margaret and the snbsequent
loss of the measure, he then tabled a motion
which was practically one of censure. The
amendment proposed by the member for
Irwin (Mr. Gardiner) is one that T men-
tioned T am quite willing to accept. I said
it was ap abstract principle and T was pre-

I had no
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pared to agree to some motion of that des-
cription. But that did not convey that the
Government had been guilty of any wrong
i connection with the measure introduced to
the House by the member for Katanning.

Mr, Carpenter: The framing of this
Standing Order will prove that you are
wrong.

The PREMIER: On the contrary it will
prove we are right. It will prove that the
Speaker was right and that the House was
right and that the hon. member was wrong
in his eontention, It may prove, if ion. mem-
bers aceept the recommendation of the com-
mittee when it comes, that the House went
turther to safeguard its control over legis-
lation of this deseriplion, and I will not
hblame them if an amendment in that diree- .
tion is agcepted. The hon, member will re-
wember 1y saying that I was quite prepared
lo take part in the framing of Standing
Orders in this connection as I was as jealous
as any other hon. member to safeguard the
eonlrol of financial matters by the Govern-
ment. That is the position briefly. Instead
of the hon. member easting innuendoes
against memhers of this Government and
against myself, and making charges of mis-
quotativns; charges of misrepresentation and
accusing us of every crime in the calendar,
he ‘should gratefully and gracionsly aceept
the support I have given him and grate-
fully accept the amendment whieh the mem-
her for Irwin has moved, and which will af-
tain his objeet without all the rameour and
vindicliveness which he has displayed.

Amendment put and passed.

Question, as amended. agreed to.

BILI—TRADING CONCERNS (No. 2).

Second Reading.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS (Hon.
W. J. George—Murray-Wellington) ,[8.58],
in moving the second reading, said: Hon.
members will remember on the 4th De-
cember, 1912, the then Premier (Mr. Sead-
dan) introduced what was termed a Gov-
ernment Trading Concerns Bill, and in the
course of his remarks on the introduetion of
thal measure he spoke as follows:—

The Auditor General expressed an opin-
ion which has been freguently expressed
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in this House that the law should be
framed so that proper accounts of all
trading undertakings should be kept and
submitted to Parliament. That is the de-
sire we bave and a desire expressed at
some time by nearly every member of Par-
liament, but for some reason no Govern-
ment lave previously taken the oppor-
tunity, perhaps through pressure of other
business, of presenting to Parliament a
Bill which weuld eompel that desire to be
given effect to. The measure I bave the
pleasure of introducing to-night is for
that purpose,

Then further on the then Premier said—

I{ we arc going to undertake these trad-
ing ecencerns we ought to be in a position
to show to the country exactly how they
standl at the end of the year, jusk as if a
company or a firm were operating therw.
We are placing these concerns exactly on
the same basis as if they were run by a
private firm. I amn also providing hat
where mwoney 1§ found from the Consoli-
dated Revenue F'und to provide capitat for
trading concerns, such as the Gwalia State
Hotel, the department sha)l in their books
debil interest as if the ‘ern was ulilis-
ing loan mouney.

T am making these veferer.  not with the
idea of reflecting upon the ner Govern-
ment, beeause 1 helieve thai y, like my-
self, had the impression thai the trading
concerns aceount measure, as placed hefore
us, filled the bill in the way that the trading
concerns should be earried on, identically in
the same way as a private business should
be carried on, but unfortunately the earrying
on of those concerns has disclosed to the
officials controlling them that there are
many restrictions which hinder the opera-
tion of them, and there are various condi-
tions in connection with the Aundit Act
which render it diffienlt to produce for the
House & proper statement of affairs. It
has been realised, regarding the trading
concerns under consideration, that they are
not working on sound eommercial lines, that
the financial operations as disclosed on the
Consolidated Revenue Estimates are not
correctly stated, and that it is not possible
to obtain a correct view of the financial
position of each eoncern.
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.

Mr. E. B. Johnston: That is a toust

surious charge.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I will
elaborate on that later on. It is not a
charge against the late Government.

Mr. Collter: 1t is due to the defeets in the
Act.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I said
at the commencement of my remarks that I
felt that the then Premier had the belief,
and that other members also had it, that the
‘'rading Concerns Act would give us what
we thought it would, that is, a proper state-
ment of accounts. I said I was not making
a charge against the Government, and I do
not propose to makc a charge against the
late Gtovernment upon thaf parlicular line,
but with the experience of the years which
have gone by various defeets have disclosed
themselves, and in order to remedy Lhese
defects and put the trading eoncerns upon
a sound basis, this Trading Concerns Bill
which is before the House has been designed,
and it is thought will place them upon a
proper foundation. It was recognised clearly
by the House at the time that although there
was a number of members who disagreed
with the idea of the Government entering
into trading eoncerns, it was, at any rate,
desirable that the trading e¢oncerns should be
placed upon such a fooling that it would be
absolutely disclosed whether their operations
were profitable or not, whether they were
doing what it was said they were expected
to do, and whether they werc falling short
of the expectation that their anthors bad of
them. We maintain that if it is found that
the machinery in regard to the book-keeping
does not keep as full a check wpon the con-
cern as it should do and that the House can-
not judge whether these trading econcerns
are justifving themselves or not, some
arrangement should be made whereby the
House will be in full possession of the
faets. T have stated that it is not possible
to obtain a correet view of the position ip
our trading coneerns. One of the reasons
why this is not possible is as follows :—take
the sawmtlls; in their statements of ae-
counts interest can only be charged under
the Act on £94,000 of the capital, and yet
to carry on this concern a capital has to be
provided of something like £350,000. We
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maintain, and I think every member will
agree, that if that concern had been started
by borrowing money from any one of the
banks, the concern would bave had to pay
interest to the bank on every penny that it
obtained in order to carry on. It must
follow that unless that course is carried out
it will be impossible for people to arrive at
the eorrect position of these trading con-
cerns. Supposc an hon. member started a
trading congern with his own money. If he
is wise, although it is his own money, when
he is making up his accounfs for the year,
he will debit his profit and loss account with
the interest which the money would have
furnished had it been placed out on mort-
gage, or had it been lent to anyone else.
Then he knows that the difference bhetween
that and his profit and loss account tells
him what he has made above the interest on
the money by his frading thronghout the
year. If, instead of using his own money,
he had to borrow from the bank, then he
would have had to pay the interest to which
I have referred.  Consequenfly bis gross
profit must be reduced by the interest on
the money he conld have earned, or the in-
terest he has to pay in order to carry on.
This stale of affairs was considered by this
Government, and I think possibly may have
been considered by the previous Govern-
ment, ag not being entirely satisfactory., We
determined that an attempt should be made
to remedy this state of affairs and plaee the
concerns, whether we carried them on or
disposed of them, on sound foundations
right through. In order to do that the
Colonial Treasarer and his Ministers dis-
cussed the sitnation and then called together
the Under Treasurer, the acecountants, and
other officials who understand these ques-
tions, and they were given instructions to go
into the matter thoroughly and to draft a
Bill—after consultation with the Solieitor
General—which would earry out what we
have stated, namely, place these concerns on
the same basis as an outside concern. Faur-
ther than that it was found necessary that
the financial position of the trading concerns
should bhe gone into more ecarefully and
placed fully before the House in this Bill.
If hon. members will turn to the schednle
of the Bill they will find that there are five
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columns, In the first of these the amount
of what is considered as the fixed eapital is
given, then the amount of ecapital needed to
be uged to earry on, the floating capital of
the trading concerns, and further, a sum of
money which it is considered advisable
should be placed to the credit of each of
these trading concerns as a sort of reserve
upon whiclt to draw in case of need. In all
the instructions that were given it was stated
tlat the concerns should be placed upon a
sound commercial basis, similar to that of
an incorporated company, that the cash op-
eration should be shown on separate trading
concerns estimates, and that these estimates
were to be entirely distinet from the Con-
solidated Revenue Fund Estimates. That
means that, instead of including in his Bud-
et the gross receipts of each trading con-
eern on the one side and the full details of
expenditure or estimated expenditure on the
other, the Treasurer would bring to account
in the estimates of these different concerns
the estimated results of the vear’s trading.
Hon. members will see, if thef take the
clanses right through with me, that each -
clause follows on one with the other, pro-
viding the machinery to build up the system
of accounts desired.

Mr. Angwin: They will have diffienlty in
doing that.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: We are
going to try and sueeeed. If the hon. mem-
her will help we ecannot fail.

Mr. Angwin: You are bound to fail.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: No, we
are not. With the hon, gentleman’s help
we could not but suceeed. Hon. members.
will see that the matter starts in this way.
The Bill commences with the beginning of
the concern, its authorisation, then the pro-
vision of the money, and then follows clause
after clause which ensures that the ordinary
husiness working of the coneern shall be in-
dicated to those who have to earry it on,
and indicated, we believe, with some amount
of suecess. Hon. members may notice that
some of the trading concerns have been left
out. I will give a list of those and give the
reason why they have been left out. They
are the Albany Cold Storage Works, the
Aborigines cattle station, the Government Re-
frigerating Works, the Kalgoorlie abattoirs,
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the metiropclitan abattoirs and sale yards,
the Perth State markets, and the State dairy
furm at Claremont. These concerns are not
considered {o be trading concerns in exactly
the same sense as the sawmills or the State
Implement Works and have been so left out,
but the provisions which are included in the
Bill before the House would enable the op-
erattons of this Bill toe apply to these, so
far as it is found to be necessary in carrying
them out.

Mr. Collier: The Bill also provides that
no new irading coneerns may be established
without the eonsent of Parlinment.

The MINISTER FOR WORXS: 1 in-
tend lo refer to that ns I get on with the
Rill. It will be seen that fthe initial differ-
ence between this Bill and the one which is
the Acl to-day is that the Trading Aect of
1912 was Lo apply to sueh Government
undertakings and such works anfd serviees
temporarily financed from publie funds wnd
hereafter referred to as trading concerns,
as the Governor may by Order-in-Council
declare lo be under and subject to the Aei.
The meaning of that is that the Government
of the day eould on their own initiative
start any trading concern that they feel
inelined to start without reference to
Parliament.

Mir. Green: Or ils abolition without re-
ference to Parliament.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I do
not know about that,

Mr. Collier: They might sell without re-
ference to Parliament.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: They
could start a trading econcern without
reference to Parlinment. We on this
side of the House say that that view
is wrong; that if the State is to enter
into competifion with its own taxpayers, the
representatives of the people in Parha-
ment shonld have a voice in saying
whether or not such a concern should be
started. »

Mr. Angwin: We had no voice in the
secret purchase of catile.

Mr. Scaddan: The purpose of the Bill
is to place the whole of these eoncerns in the
hands of the Legislative Council.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The
bon. gentleman can say what he likes when
his turn comes.
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Mr. Scaddan:
the railways in?

The MTNISTER FOR WORKS: T have
staied that {he Trading Act of 1912 per-
mitted the Government of the day to start
any trading concerns that they chose with-
out reference to Parliament. It will be
found in this Bill {hat no trading concern
can he started without first of all being
approved of by TParliament, and unless it
18 started by funds which are appropriated
by Parliament. That is the great difference
between what has been the rule before and
what is now provided for. This Bill may be
properly divided into about three parts.
There is one part which provides for ihe
continuance of frading ccncerns as they are
at present, and alse with the addition of
other trading concerns if Parliament should
think it is right and proper that they should
be dealt with. Another part provides for
the disposal, either by sale or lease, of any
trading coneerns which are established at
present or hereafter may be established.

Mr. Scaddan: On whose approval

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The hon.
member will see that by the Bill.

Mr. Seaddan: Why do you not say so?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I am
coming to thal clause later on. The other
part is to put all the aecounts on right
lires. The hon. member will see in reading
through the Bill that at the start it arranges
that certain trading concerns may be con-
tinned and carried on subject to the pro-
visions of the Bill. The trading concerns
which it is desired ¢ bring under the Bill
are shown in the schedule, and if members
will turn the schedule, they will find not
only the names of the eoncerns, but full par-
ticulars indicating the fixed eapital value.

Mr. Angwin: What do you call the fixed
capital value.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The
money actually expended in i{he concerns
against which interest is charged up to the
30th June.

Mr. Angwin: The figures supplied to mem-
bers do not follow vour statement.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: They
may not, but it has to be remembered that
the balance sheets placed on the table of
the Honse are not audited, and they were
placed on the table on the distinet under-

Why did you not put
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slanding that they were not audited balance
sheels.

AMr. Angwin: Are they audited yet.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: T do not
think so.

My, Seaddan: Then your figures should
correspond with those in the Bill.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The
hon. member will understand if I put it in
this way, We called fixed capital the amount
which has been spent in plant and machinery.
railways. and varions other things connee-
fed with the trading coneerns. In the second
column is given what the aetuaries who have
gone into the question have decided is the
amount which was in use up to the
30th June, 1916; and the additional eapital
placed in the next column is something to
come and go on, so that when the balance
sheets are audited there may be some slight
alteration. but 1t will not be much and can-
not interfere with the trading concerns pro-
perly working under this Act. We also pro-
vide in this Bil] with regard to the establish-
ment of trading concerns that Parliament
shall have a complete vpice in conneetion
therewith ¢ .

Mr. Collier: And a complete voice in dis-
posing of them?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS:
shall deal with that further on.

Mr. Collier: It is an equally important
point.

My. Mungie: Give them enough repe and
they will hang themselves.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I do not
care whether you hang Ministers or whether
yon hang members of Parliament, bub do not
hang up this Bill, beeause it is needed in
order to emry on the concerns. We must
earry them on until we sell them. If the
House is satisfied that this Bill is an honest
endeavour so far as the accounfants have
been able fo make it to put the concerns on
a proper basis, then members will support
the Bill.

Mr. Underwood: Are they om a wrong
basis now?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: 1
think so.

Mr. Underwood: You are a pretty bad
Judge.

We
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The MINISTER FOR WORKS: No
doubt; but so far as that is concerned the
House may judge on tbe point. That re-
mark arises merely from the exuberance of
the hon. gentleman’s good nature. We not
only say that these concerns shall not con-
tinue unless expressly aunthorised by Parlia-
ment, but we also give a definition of what a
trading eoncern really is, that it shall be car-
ried on with a view to making profit, and to
producing in competition with other busi-
nesses. We think it is as well to place ab-
solutely elearly in this Bill what the objects
of a trading concern really are,

Mr. Tayior: Are not the railways a trad-
ing coneern?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Yes, but
they are under a different Act, This Bill has
nothing to do with the railways. Members
will see by another clause that all moneys
to be used in trading concerns must be ap-
propriated by Parliament. There is no re-
ference to the railways in the schedule to
this Aet. ’

My, Taylor: But this Bill indicates that
the railways are trading conecerns,

Mr. Senddan: What will you do about
trading at Rottnest?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: When
we are dealing with the question of trading
at Rottnest I hope to be in the positon of
telling the hon. member. We are not deal-
ng with that question now, but with the trad-
ing concerns mentioned in the schedule. This
Act will allow of the establishment of other
trading eoncerns.

Member: What if the Bill does not pass?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: If the
Bill does not pass, then they cannot be dealt
with, and, judging by the attitude of the
hon. member, he evidently wishes that the
Bill shall not he passed.

Mr. Seaddan: By this Bill you are placing
the control of the affairs of the State in the
hands of the Legislative Councile

The MINTSTER FOR WORKS: The
hon. gentieman is entitled to take that view
if he chooses, but there is nothing in the Bill
to show it.

Mr. Scaddan: There is, and you know it
absolutely.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I defy
the hon. gentleman when he speaks on the
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Bill to justify that slatement. Members will
find that in dealing with the trading concerns
we put {hem on exactly ihe same plane and
subject to the same conditions as ordinary
traders outside. Members will see by Sub-
clause (5) of Clause G that—

No petition or right or other procesd-
ing shall be presented to or maintained
against the Crown for any maiter in ves-
pect of which any action may be brounght
against a Minister, under this section.

Therefore we are placing the different trad-
ing concerns in the position that they may
be sued at common law in just the same way
as an ordinary trader. We are, as onc hon.
member has suggesied, going the whole hog
in order that the whole of the trading con-
cerns may be put upon a proper basis. Then
it is proposed to establish in the Treasury a
banking account.

Mr. Angwin: Will that be under the con-
trol of the Minister also?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The
Colonial Treasurer will establish a banking
account in the Treasury and on that account
each trading concern willi require fo issme
its chequnes and pay its debts, instedd of hav-
ing an account current at the Commonwealth
Bank or any other bank. This will give the
Treasurer a belter grip on the finances of
the trading concerns and he will be able to
see whether they are over-running the con-
stable or not. By placing this account with
the Treasurer, who is also unsually the Pre-
mier, he is enabled to deal with the Minister
controlling trading concerns in just the same
way as the manager of a bank deals with a
firm on his books whose overdraft is reach-
ing its limit.

Mr. Taylor: I read ii that that is nof so.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: T am
speaking plainly and T do not wish you fo
read anything into my words. I am not here
for the purpose of casting mud at the trad-
ing eoncerns or at our predecessors, but with
the object of explaining the plain provisions
of a business Bill. ‘This banking aecount
to be opened in the Treasury by the Colonial
Treasurer will have money placed fo ils
eredit, bul that money must first be appro-
priated by Parliament; and Parliament will
have an opportunity of diseussing the trad-
ing concerns every time a question of cash
comes up. It will place the {rading concerns
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in an exactly similar position as hon. mem-
bers dealing with a bank who find they re-
quire further advances. They have to go to
the bank manager and ask for an extension
of their aceommodation.

My, Taylor: Then the Minister will need
to be at the door of the Treasury every
week.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I do not
think there will be any necessity for such a
{ravesty of foolishness. It is foolish to sug-
gest that the Minister will require to be
knoeking at ihe door of the Treasury every
week. There is no intention whalever of
that.  Suflicient capital will be placed to
the eredit of the concerns, and as their
moeney comes in and they pay it out they
have Lhis money to work on, just as is the
case with ordinary irading concerns. It is
provided that should oecasion arise in which
further moneys are required than are appro-
priated by Parliament, the Colonial Treas-
urer may make temporary advances.

Mr. Scaddan: That is a contradiction of
what you said just now. You said that
they could not draw until Parliament had
approprialed the necessary money and you
now say that the Treasurer may make ad-
vances.

[The Depuly Speaker (Mr. Qarpenter) tool
“the Chair.]

The MINTSTER TOR WORKS: What
1 have stated is correct. Tt is provided fur-
ther that at the end of each half vear there -
shall be debited to the banking acecount of
cach trading coneern sneh an amount as
shall he decided by the Colonial Treasurer
to be equitable as interest and sinking fund
contribution. This will be debited in the
same way as ioterest is debited in a bank.
Under the Loecal Inscribed Stock Aet the
half per cent. sinking fund is not charged
against works untl four years after the loan
has bee raised, but this Aect will permit of
this debit being placed against a trading eon-
cern’ immediately it is started, which is as it
should be instead of having as mow to wait
for four years.

Mr. Scaddan: Why the difference?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Be-
cause if we are to place the trading concerns
on ihe same footing as other trading con-
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cerns outside it has to be remembered that
those outside concerns would be charged up
with all their expenses right from the start
and not after waiting four years. Does the
hon. gentleman mean to say that in connee-
tion with oufside trading coneerns a bhanker
would suspend the payment of interest for
four years until the concern has had a pro-
per start, or that the ordinary trading ae-
counts would be held over for four years?

Member: What about the interest on capi-
tal?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The
shareholders have to do without their divi-
dends, but the expenses of a concern are de-
bited from the starting of the business.

Mr. Thomas: Where does interest in share-
holders' eapital come in. 1 am questioning
your business acumen.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The
lion. member has yet to prove his Dbusiness
capacity; I have already proved mine.

Mr. Thomas: You think so. Your bus-
iness acumen is not apparent from this Bill

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: If the
hon. member were as solid as I on the matter
of finance he might be entitled to speak.

Mr. Thomas: What do you know of my
finances?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: No-
thing; I only know you are foolish. The
Bill provides that interest on the daily bal-
ances, to be appropriated out of consoli-
dated revenue shall be charged up in the
books of the trading concerns. The amount
of sueh interest will be made up half-yearly
and carried to the debit of the different
trading concerns. The rate of interest wiil
be fixed by the Colonial Treasurer. Ancther
clause enables the Treasurer fo effect ad-
justments between departments and the trad-
ing concerns. On’the establishment of n
trading concern, it may be that a depart-
ment has surplus plant or machinery which
would be useful to the trading concern; and
the clause will enable the necessary adjusi-
ment hetween such department and the-trad-
ing concern to be made.

Mr. Angwin: Will the Treasurer have
power to make the other departments pay
their accounts?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: We
shall kave that, of course.

[ASSEMBLY.]

Mr. Thomas: The hon. member seems to
be gelting into o tangle.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I am
not getting into a tangle. It is the hon.
member’s lack of intelligence.

" Mr. Thomas: That is the only class of
interjection the hon, member is capable of
making.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Ths
clause enables the Treasurer to make ad-
justments between the department and the
trading concern in eonneetion with the trans-
fer of plants. 1t is simply a plain method
of enabling the officers to earry on their
business. Ministers will have nothing to do
with it. It is merely an adjustment as be-
tween, say, the Works and the Railways.
The Railways may have a locomotive which
the Public Weorks require for a trading con-
cern, and if there be any diffienlty of ad-
justment between the officers it shall be
referred to the Treasurer, who will act as
an arbitrator.

Mr. Angwin: The Railways will want
more for an old locomotive than for a new
one,

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I am
not surprised. A few of the lessons which
I laid down while there have borne frmit
splendidly. The next clause to be referred
to provides that all moneys placed to the
eredit of an account in the books
of the Treasury for the capital expenditure
or working expenses of a trading concern
shall be withdrawn by imprest or certificate
as provided in the regulations under the
Act. Under ihis clause the Auditor General
retaing his fuil powers, At present all
the vouchers have to go o the Treasurer,
and that necessitates the keeping of dupli-
cates in the trading eoncerns for reference,
Under the provisions of the Bill that will
be unnecessary. It will be for the Auditor
(feneral to see that the money provided has
e¢ome from its proper sources and the total
debit there may be in the Treasury books
can be followed up in the books of the trad-
ing concerns. Instead of the vouchers hav-
ing to go to the Treasurer, as at present,
duplicating work and causing endless
trouble, they will be kept by each trading
concern and will have to be produced
to ihe Auditor General for him to
verify and check and deal with. This will
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save a great amount of trouble in the Trea-
sury and in the trading eoncerns and will
not whittle away by one iota the proper
powers which the Auditor General has in
this conection. Section 7 of the Aet has
been introduced as Clause 12 of the Bill.
1i deal with funds that may be in hand and
not required at the time by the trading con-
cern. It enables the Treasurer to make use
of such funds and place them out at interest
in order that they may earn some money.
Section 11 of the Act is also reintroduced in
the Bill. It deals with the depreciation of
the assets of trading concerms. It provides
that this shall be dealt with by the Trea-
surer. Of course that means, dealt with on
consultalion with the varieus officers; by the
aid of the experienced men whom the Trea-
surer has at his command, It provides for
a uniform system of dealing with the assets
of the different concerns so that the rate of
depreciation may be fixed on a fair basis in
order that the one trading concern may not
have one system while another has ‘auother.
It takes them all 8s belonging to Lhe State,
and provides that the one system in regard
to depreciation shall apply.

Mr. Scaddan: Where does it state that?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: In
Clause 15.

Mr. Scaddan: I do not see it there.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: That
is the meaning of 'it, anyhow. In Section 13
of the Act there appeared the word “Minis-
ter.” We have removed that and inserted in
lieu “Colonial Treasurer,” because different
Ministers deal with the different eoncerns,
one having one and one another, and each
may have a different view of the value of
the depreciation. However; by placing 1t
all under the Treasurer that Minister is put
in the position of an arbitrator.

Mr. Scaddan: Who is gong to advise him?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: He
will get his advice from the different trading
concerns and by means of his officers. He
will he able to institute one system.

* Mr. Scaddan: That is what happens now.
Mr. W. D. Johnson: Have another try.
The MINTSTER FOR WORKS: No; it

15 correct as I have stated it.

Mr, Scaddan: Try and make some virtue

out of it.
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The MINISTER KFOR WORKS: 1t
would be a big job to muke virtue out of the
Lion. gentleman. He lost it all in his recent
troubles.

Mr. Scaddan: You never had any.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The
next clause provides for annual estimates of
revenue and expenditure to be submitted to
Parliament separately from the Consolidated
Revenue Estimates. Tie Aect provided that
they should be part of the Consolidated Re-
venue Eslimates. The objeet of ihe clause
is to show t¢ Parliament what it is antici-
prated will be the scope of business during
the year, and the anticipated result of the
trading.

Mr. Scaddan: Did not we show the same?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The
hon. member and his colleagues had not
acumen enough to show anything but a de-
tieit, and they gloried in it. .

Mr. Muansie: Your Governmen!t are not
showing anything else.

Mr. Angwin: It will all depend on the
trading.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: That
is true. ln any trading concern at the start
of the year one ecannot tell what trade will
be done. One has to use his experience to
guide him as to a fair estimate to lay before
his bankers. All that any one can do n re-
gard to trading concerns is to place before
Parliament what one honestly believes the
result of Lhe year's trading will prove. We
have the same position in regard to the State
Implement Works. No man can fell how
many harvesters will be required-during the
year, but he can use his judgment, guided
by former experience.

Mr, Hurrison: Even if he over-supplies, il
is an assef. ]

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: That
may be so, but the hon. member was refer-
ring to the estimates of profit.  Although
assets in stock, they would not be put in at
sale price. There would be the difference
hetween manufactured cost and realisation.
Therefore, all that can be done is to frame
an estimate of what the profit is likely to be
from work done and what number of
machines are likely to be sold.

Mr. Seaddan: It is like squeezing a lemon
into soda water,
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The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The
next clanse deals with the revenue receipts
of the trading concerns in connection with
the working expenses, If the revenune re-
ceipts of any trading concern are insufficient
to meet the money that has been paid out
during the financial year the deficiency shail
be provided out of the working ecapital
shown in lhe schedule of the Bill or pro-
vided by Parliamentary appropriation, as
ihe case may be. Another clause provides
that if the funds, including working capital
of any trading coneern are insufficient to
meet requirements during the finaneial year
the deficiency may be provided from the
appropriation “Advance to Treasurer.”

Mr. W. D. Johnson: What change do you
make there?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I do
not know that there is much change there.
It is Section 16 in the Aet. We are taking
the good points out of the Aect.

Mr. W. D. Johnson: Why take up our
time by explaining what is already in tha
Act?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: RBe-
canse other members desire it.

The Premier: I want it explained.

Mr, Seaddan: You are giving a Commit-
tee explanation of the clauses.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I am
trying to explain the Bill so that the House
may understand it. One thing youn did was
to throw dust in the eyes of the people. I
am trying to take it out. The purpose of
the clause is this, that if the eollection of
accounts should be delayed there is likely
to be a shortage of cash——

Mr. Scaddan: Not with the present Gov-
ernment.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I do
not know whether it is in the Standing
Orders, Sir, but I wish to God that yon
could put a cork in that man's mouth.

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! I
must say I think the Minister is inviting the
interruption.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Any-
how T am getting it.
through with this task if I have to stand
here all night. Although this clause is
taken from the Act it is not a bad clause.
The gentlemen opposite are endeavouring
to prevent the publie getting the information

However, T shall go-
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it is enfitled to. If dust were to be thrown
in the eyes of private shareholders in the
way it was thrown into the eyes of the
public by the gentlemen opposite, and the
same process of law could be taken, those
gentlemen would not be here to-night. The
direetors of any private eompany who tried
to throw dust, as the hon. gentlemen did,
would have to be dealt with differently from
the way in which members of Parliament are
dealt with.

Mr. Angwin: The balance sheet you issued
shows that the position is very differeat from
that.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: If it
should happen that the funds that have to
be eollected do not come in fast enough to
provide sufficient liquid funds to enable the
concerns lo go on—or in regard to other con-
cerns, such as the saw mills or the State im~
plement works—where it is necessary to pro-
duce stock to keep the men working, the
Treasurer has an opportunity of finding
sufficient funds to enable this to be done.

Mr. Scaddan: Well, did T not do sof

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I do
not think the hon. gentleman would do any-
thing. His transactions in the Nevanas case
show that e knows nothing.

Mr. Seaddan: And yours in respect to
the Black Swan Foundry:

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: They
were honest.

Mr. Seaddan: At all events mine were as
good as yours.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The
next ¢lause deals with profit and Joss account
and provides that if there should be any
excessive profits not required in the busi-
ness the Treasurer can have them paid into
Consolidated Revenue. I expeet every mem-
ber devoutly hopes that such a position of
affairs will come about.

Myr. Munsie: The Treasurer has had & fair
amount out of them up to date.

Mr. Angwin: Would it not be better to
pay that into a suspense account?

The MINISTER FOR. WORKS: The
next three clavses are practically the same
as the sections appearing in the Aect.
As hon. members opposite do not wish to
have them referred to, I will psass them
by. The next clanse, in part, represents an
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old seetion, but contains considerable new
matter dealing with the Aunditor General
While the clause retains to the Auditor
Cleneral all the powers he exercises under
the Audit Act of 1904, it also enables him
to carry on a continnous audit, or a con-
tinuous investigation, if he so desires. In
certain respects the provisions of the Audit
Act do not apply to these business eoncerns.
On that point I will give an explanation
later. The present clause will enable State
businesses to deal with the changing situa-
tions of buying and selling pnd manu-
facturing. As things are under the Audit
Act, the moneys allocaled to the trading
concerns can be applied ounly to purposes
which are specifically stated. Thus, if it
should happen in the conduct of the business
that the scope of those purposes has not
been made sufficiently broad, either the
business is hampered and checked or else
an apparent illegality has to take place.
In the latter case the Audiior General is
compelled to report infractions of the
Andit Aect or of the regulations thereunder,
and steps lhave to be tzken to free those
responsible from the consequences. If
the clause is passed, it will allow the State
husinesses to be conducted exactly on the
same system as private businesses; and
thus a great many shackling conditions
applving to other depariments—which con-
ditions no doubt are necessary, heing in the
Audit Aet, but which eheck and hamper, by
their want of elasticity, the conduct of
trading concerns—will be abolished. . It is
laid down here as mandatory that the Audi-
tor General shall arrange for a periodical or
a continuous audit of the aceounnis; and I
believe he has already adopted that course
with several trading concerns, if not with
all of them.

Mr. Angwin: I hope the Anditor General
will be able to give betier reports than he
has been giving in the past.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: T sir-
eerely join in that hope. I had consider.
able experience of Mr. Spencer and of the
present Auditor General when I was Com-
missioner of Railways, and I found the
regulations under the Audit Aet very irk-
some. The regulations under the Audii Act
are not adapted for carrying on buying and
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selling concerns such as the implement works
and the Staie sawmills.

Mr. Angwin: The Auditor General ought
to be able to tell, when money is spent, what
it has been spent on; but be cannot do it.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The ex-
isting Aet provides that annual accounts
shall be submitted to Parliament. Under
this Bill il is propesed that the accounts
shall be laid before both Houses of Parlia-
ment on or before the 30th September in
each year, if PParliament is then sitling, or
else carly in the next ensuing session.

Mr. Collier: They have not been able to
do that in past years.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I am
not Maming the Government in that respect.
Naturally, there are difficalties. Thjs year
we met those difficulties by placing what
were practically unaudited balance sheets on
the Table of the Touse.

Mr. Scaddan: That is not right.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The
object was to give information to hon., mem-
bers. It was expressly stated that the ac-
counts bad not been andited, and that they
were laid on the Table only for the purpose
of giving hon. members early information.
I have ol got the aceounis audited yet.

Mr. Seaddan: But what will happen in
the event of the Audit Department not being
able to comply wilth this clanse?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: In that
case the accounts will have to be brought in
during the next ensuing session.

Mr. Seaddan: But, in that case, why have
the clause at allf

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Becanse
we think it is necessary. The hon. gentle-
man ean knock it out if he likes.

The Premier: It is the same as in the
articles of nssociation of a eompany, which
provide that there must be an annual meet-
ing before a specified date.

Mr. W. D. Johnson: And if that annual
meting is not held, what happens?

The Premier: There might be trouble
then—an action at law, perbaps,

The MINISTER FOR WOREKS: I be-
lieve—possibly I am too hepeful—that the
audited accounts will be laid on the Table
of the Honse next session before the 30th
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September. Every effort will be made to
do it, and I think it will be accomplished.

Mr. Scaddan: Why was it not done tLis
year?®

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Baeanse
the hon. gentleman retained office so much
longer than we desired him, and so we had
not time or a proper opportunity. The hon.
gentleman has been absent from the House
for some time, and he evidently has not read
up the records. 1 advise him to study them.

Mr. Secaddan: But the Auditor General
makes the report,

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Exactly.

Mr, Seaddan: And you do not control
him. :

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: No: hut
we geb.his loyal assistence.

Mr. Scaddan: The report is not here now.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: A copy
was laid on my table to-day.

Mr, Scaddan: It is not here now; and
this is November-—not the 30th September.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Things
got into such a slongh of despead.

Mr. W. D. Johnson: The Auditor Gen-
eral’s Department are slow and ineompetent,
are they %

The MINISTER FOR WORRS: Are
they?

Mr. W. D. Johnson: You implied that.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I did
not say anvihing of the sort. I do not want
words put into my mouth.

Mr. W. D. Johnson: The Auditor Gen-
eral is the servant of this House and not
your servant.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I know
that. The hon. gentleman is again attempt-
ing to put words into my mouth. Clanse 26
deals with the fransfer of assets, providing
for the event of the necessity of adjustment
between one department and another. It is
perfectly clear and requires no explanation.
A clause which I will have to leave
for a moment is the eclanse empower-
ing the Government to dispose of assets.
The remaining eclauses explain themselves
clearly. There is an arrangement under
which the Treasurer acts as arbitrator in
the event of a dispute belween a trading
coneern and a ‘Government "deparfment.
There is also power provided for the Gov-
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ernor-in-Couneil to make regulations for the
earrying out of the provisions of this mea-
sure.

Mr, W, D, Johnson: Now Clause 25,
That seltles it. There are no other ctauvses.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Clanse
25 provides that the trading concerns may
be sold. The policy of the late Government
was to establish lhese trading concerns. The
policy of the present Government is not fo
establish trading concerns under the same
conditions as the old Goveroment did. The
policy of the present Government is to dis-
pose of those trading concerns to the best
advantage in the interests of the whole of
the country. If we can sell them advantage-
ously—and the conditions are being ar-
ranged now——

Mr. Scaddan: Why do you not make
provision here for disposal of the funds
which will result from the sale of the trad-
ing coneerns? What will you do with the
money when you sell the concerns?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Let the
leader of the Opposition turn to Clause 26.
The necessary provision is made there.
However, if anything has been omitted from
the Bill, I shall be glad to have the hon.
gentleman’s assistance. I ask for assistance,
and not for carping criticism.

Mr. Munsie: Why do nof you give Par-
liament an opportunity of saying whether
the trading concerns should be disposed of
or not9 )

The MINTSTER FOR WORKS: That 1
a debatable question, which the hon, mem-
her ean raise when the time comes. The
Government intend to sell the trading con-
cerns, at the same time conserving the best
interesis of the State. If the Government
cannot sell them, they want to lease them.
If they cannot lease them, the trading con-
eerns must be earried on, buf not under the
same svstem of management as at present
obtaining.

Mr. Munsie: I know who will get the
brickworks, anyhow.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: It will
he the business of the Government, if we are
given the power, to frame a scheme for the
carrying on of these bhusiness conecerns in
the best interesis of the State. The scheme
will, if necessary, be submitted to Parlia-
ment. I do not engage that it will be sub-
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mitted, however. A scheme will have to be
prepared to alter the arrangement under
which the trading concerns are carried on
at the present time. It is absolutely sitly to
expeet any Minister to take over a huge
concern like the State sawmills, and oceupy
ihe responsible position of general manager,
and carry on such & concern—with all his
other dulies and the other business concerns
—and come ont with anything like snccess
or with any benefit to the State.

Mr. Munsie: XNo one has expected the
Minister to do that in the past.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: We
must put the management on a proper basis.

Mr. O'Loghlen: You have a general man-
ager of the State sawnills.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: We
must have a scheme by which the interests
of the State will be adequately conserved.
If the Siate sawmills belonged to the timber
combine or to any hig timber people, and
the concern required reorganising, the pro-
prietors would never dream of appointing
to the managership anyone who could mnot
give practically the whole of his time and
energy to it. With the trading concerns as
they are to-day, we expect the Minister—
who may have some experience, or may not;
that is a question on which members must
form their own opinion—to take charge of
such enterprises as lhe implement works, the
State sawmills, and the brickworks, with a
tofal capitalisation of one and a-quarter
millions. The Minister is expected, by means
of occasional visits, to carry on those eon-
eerns properly. That is absolutely unfair
to the State. It is unreasonable to make sueh
demands on the Minister, and it is not in
the interests of the trading concerns them-
selves.

Mr, Munsie: The eapitalisation is not 11}
millions.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I see I
have made a little mistake of £18,000. The
hon. member would not make me a liar for
that amount.

Mr. Munsie: It is more than that.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The
capital grand total is £1,232,331.

Mr. Munsie: You said a millien and a-
guarter for three of them.

955

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: There
are 10 concerns ihere.

Mr. Munsie: You mentioned three.

The Premier: He did not say three.

Mr. Munsie: He did.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I will
not quarrel with the hon. member. Let
me fake the three eoncerns, the sawmills, the
brickworks, and the implement works. The
total capital of these is £300,000. I say that
it is silly to expeet a Minister with limited
lime at his disposal to give full and neces-
sary altenlion to the supervision and the dir-
ection of eoncerns sueh as those with a capi-
tal of £800,000.

Mr. Munsie: They have a manager.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Exactly,
but the responsibility has to be taken by the
Minister. When ihe member for North-East
I'remantle, Mr. Angwin, occupied the posi-
tton of (he Minister for Works, he looked
upon those concerns as I am doing, namely,
with a sense of personal responsibility. Ne
one will deny that. The hon. member was
interested in them as far as his experience
went, jusl as much as 1 am interested in
them as far as my experience goes. And it
is impossible to expeet a Minister to assume
responsibility in regard to those three con-
eerns with a capital of £800,000, bearing in
mind the very limited time a Minister of the
Crown has to devote to such institutions.

Mr, Collier: Look at the capital involved
in the railway system.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The
hon. member is drawing a parallel which
does not apply. The railway business is
conirelled by a Commissioner, who devetes
the whole of the time at his disposal to the
concern.

Mr. Scaddan: What is the capital; about
£16,000,000%

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: That
does not matter. During the time I was
Commissioner of Railways I made an effort
to bring about a hoard of three to control the
railways, and I still think that three com-
missioners are neecessary to conduct that con-
cern. But the point I am trying to make is
that the Commissioner is able to devote the
whole of his time to the management of the
railway system, and be does mot have to
attend Parliament. 1 have tried as far as
T can to give an honest explanation of the
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Bill as it appears to me, The measure has to
be divided praclically into three parts. There
is the continuance of the present affairs,
there may be the addition of others, and
there is the putting of the bookkeeping and
financial affairs wnder a proper form, while
there is also the question whieh hon. members
may debate amongst themselves regarding
the disposal of those eoncerns.

Mr. Foley: Which hat is the pea under?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I do not
know what the hon. member means.

Mr. Thomas: He reckons you are playing
the political thimble and pea game.

Mr. Hetimann: It is the first ‘time you
have been beaten.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I do not
know anything about it. The Bill is there
for hon. members to consider. I have tried
to make a clear statement of the position.
I move—

That the Bill be now read a second time.

Mr. ANGWIN (North-East Fremantle)
[20.5]: T move—

That the debate be adjourned to Tues-
day, 215t November.

Motion put, and a division taken with the
following resulf—

Ayes .. .. .. 14
Noes .. .. .. 15
Majority against 1
AYES,
Mr. Angwin Mr. W. 1). Johnson
Mr. Carpenter Mr. Munsie
Mr. Chessen Mr. Scaddan
Mr. Colller Mr. Thomas
Mr. Foley Mr. Underwood
Mr. Green Mr. Taylor
Mt. Heitmann {Teller.)
Mr. Holman
NoES.
Mr. Butcher Mr. Plesse
Mr. Connolly Mr, Rlobloson
Mr. Qardiner Mr. Smith
Mr. George . Mr. 8. Stubbs
Mr. Harrison Mt. Wanghrough
Mr. Lefroy Mr. F. Witson
Mr, Male , Mr. Hardwick
Mr. Nairno | (Teller.}

Motion thus negatived.

On motion by Mr, Scaddan, debate ad-
journed.

House adjourned at 10.10 p.m.
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The PRESIDENT took the Chair at 4.30
pa., and read prayers.

PAPERS PRESENTED.
By the Colonial Secretary: 1, Return of
Insurance Companies. 2, Mines Regulatiou
Act new general rules.

BILL—WHEAT MARKETING.
Second Reading.

Debale resumed from the previous day.

Hon. C. BSOMMERS (Metropolitan)
[4:36]: The excellent speech delivered by
Mr. Baster on this Bill last might, I thiok,
made the measure thoroughly familiar to
members. Mr. Baxter pointed out many
defects in the Bill and put forward a good
case for a select commitiee. I have much
pleasure in supporting the appointment of
one. The dealings of the pool with the lasi
harvest disclosed many defects, and we wish
to avoid the mistakes of the past. As it is

. impossible in the time at our disposal to

deal with this Bill in ordinary Commitiee,
I think the ouly way to meet the wishes of
the producers, and also those of the con-
sumers who are interested in the establish-
ment of the pool, is to refer the measure
to a select committee. These pools, T may
remark, seem to have come to stay. I un-
derstand it is the desire of the producers
generally that there should be some unifor-
mity in the agreements existing in the
various States. I support the Bill, and shall
have pleasure in supporting also the ap-
pointment of a select committee. I know the
(tovernment are anxious that the measure
should pgo through as quickly as possible.
The Minister for Industries (Hon. J. Mit-
¢hell} is now in the Eastern States in con-
neetion with this matter, and he, naturally,
is anxious that the Bill should go through.



