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book a measure that will meet the require-
ments not merely of this year but of many
years to come.

Onl motion by Hon.
adjourned.

C. Sommers, debate

1House adjourned at 10.43 p.m.
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4-30
p.m., and read prayers.

QUESTION-ROCKY BAY PROPOSED
BRIDGE.

Mr. S. STUB3BS (for Mr. Allen) asked
the Minister for Works : 1, What has been
the total amount of expenditure incurred
from 1st January, 1910, to date, in con-
nection with a proposed bridge across the
Swan river, below Perth and above Rocky
Bay?7 2, What was the object of the
work ? 3. Have any plans been prepared-
(a) of the proposed bridge ; (b) of any
works having collateral relation thereto?
4, Hasi a report on the proposal been pre-
pared by the Engineer-in.Chief ? 5, If
plans and a report have been prepared, will
they be laid on the Table of the House?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS replied:
1, £8,012. 2, To ascertain the most Suitable
location for a bridge, having regard both

to the approaches thereto and the found
ations, to be obtained in the river. To this
end several surveys and many soundings
were made and numerous bores put down,
and a cast-iron cylinder, eight feet in
diameter, sunk in the worst position, filled
with concrete and sand, and loaded with
rails, to ascertain the bearing capacity
of the underlying stratum. This test is
at present in progress. 3, (a) Diagrams
have been prepared. (b) Sections of the
approaches to the bridge have been drawn.
4, No ;data being incomplete. 6. An-
swered by No. 4.

BILLS (3)-FIRST READING.
1, State Salaries Conmnonwealth Taix-

ation. (Introduced by the Premier.)
2, Nelson Rates Validation. (Intro-

duced by the Minister for Works.)
3, Footwear Regulation. (Introduced

by Hon. J. D. Connolly, Honorary Minister.)

MOTION-MINNG PROFITS,
FEDERAL TAXATION.

Mr. FOLEY (Leonora) [4-43] : I move-
That in the opinion of this House the

tax on mining profits, as proposed by the
Federal Government, is unfair in its
incidence, and will prejudicially affect
mining in this Stote.

I am, not doing this with the intention of
allowing any portion of the State or section
of the people to escape payment of what I
consider a fair mend of taxation when we
compare it with the taxation paid by every
other Section of the community. Before I
have finished I will endeavour to prove that
the motion is justified. The first asipect
of the question to be taken into consideration
is the relative importance of our primary
and secondary industries. Ready as we
are to gratefully acknowledge what has
been done for the State by other primary
industries, all awe forced to admit that
gold mining was primarily, and in the first
place solely, responsible for the advance-
ment of the State. It provided opportunity
for men, not only to make fortunes for
themselves, but to lift the State out of a
position of obscurity and advertise it
throughout the world. After the gold-
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mining industry had made strides and our
mines deepened, many men left the industry
and went into other avocations. Some
of the best men we have in our fanning
areas at the present time are those who
spent the earlier years of their lives delving
in the deep mines of Western Australia.
Again, I em not pleading for the wage-
earner alone. There are men with initiative
who went out and endeavoured to do
something for themselves. No matter what
avenue of employment a man enters, he
does not do it from a philanthropic stand-
point. There is selfishiness in everything
we take on. But those men did something
for the advancement of the State. They
went out further than anybody had gone
previously, and, if they were successful,
they benefited not only themselves but
also the community as a u-hole. Mlany of
those men made money, and they went on
the land and became good agriculturists.
Now I come to another class of men, a
little higher up from a financial standpoint
-the men who went out and got something
other than the small mining man or working
miner could get. Those men looked around
and saw land which could be turned into
something other than an arid waste.
Their knowledge led them to put stock on
that land. Be it said to the credit of that
class of men, there is scarcely an acre of
our eastern, northern, and 'Murchison gold-
fields capable of carrying stock, but is
carrying stock to -day. Unfortunately, there
is not at the present time in Western Aus-
tralia, sufficient stock to absorb the full
capacity of those areas. Absolutely, the
gold mining industry has been directly
responsible for this development. The
development is such that one can scarcely
go within 10 miles of water without finding
stock- That class of men need encourage-
ment, whether they hav-c a little
money or much money, whether they are
on the level of capitalists or on that of
wage-earners. If they have saved sufficient
money to do something to benefit them-
selves, while at the same time benefiting
the country, we should encourage them.
We ought not to tax that class unjustly
in comparison with what other taxpayers
have to bear. All of us realise that at
any time, but especially at the present time,
taxation is absolutely necessary. Just now

it is essential for the Carrying On of the war.
Further, it will be necessary for the bearing
of the aftermath of the war, which we
know will be just as serious a question as
the carrying on of the war is at the present
time. So far, at all events in my hearing,
there has been only talk of what shall be
done. Wv7hen the time comes for doing
something, the legislative bodies through-
out Australia will not shirk their respon-
sibilities ; otherwise it will be the duty
of the people to put other legislators in.
their places. My reason for moving the
motion is my belief that the gold mining
industry is differently situated from every
other form of mining. We pride ourselves
on having in this State almost every class of
metal, precious as well as base, known to
Australia. But, unlike the mining of
base metals, gold rAining has not been
advantaged by the war. All the base
metals that can be produced here at the
present time have, by reason of thle war,
appreciated in price by 100 up to 200 per
cent. The price of gold, however, has not
risen at aUl ; and, indeed, I think the
Hfouse will admit that indirectly the price
of gold has fallen, because the purchasing
power of the sovereign has decreased to a
very considerable extent. It. is to the
lasting discredit of Australia that, up to
very recent times indeed, most of the
commodities needed for the extraction
of gold from the ores and for the refining
of the gold have been obtained from beyond
the confines of Australia. WVe could produce
more gold per man than any other country
in the world, not even excepting South
Africa, and at a cheaper cost than any
country except South Africa, which hes
black labour. But Australia has not been
obtaining the benefit of the manufecture of
the requirements connected with the pro-
duction of gold. I am glad to say that the
war haus been responsible for throwing
Australia on her own resources mn a good
many respects. The war, in that aspect,
has furnished an object lesson to gold
mining and to every industry connected with
gold mining. We have had to pay the
price of our past remissness, and that price
has raised the cost of production of gold
here, through imposts paid at the Customs
and through extra charges, by as much
as 15, 25, and even 35 per cent. I personally
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would not grumble at that extra cost,
nor, T believe, do those engaged in the
mining industry grumble at it, inasmuch
as it menas that Australia is learning
a lesson. But those engaged in the gold
mining industry think it wrong that,
whilst they are bearing a largely increased
cost of production and not receiving a
higher return from their commodity, and
whilst the mining of base metals has
benefited by advances of from 100 to 200
per cent. in prices, taxation of profits
accruing directly from the war should be
imposed on gold mining. If anyone from
the Federal Treasurer downwards can
convince me that a tax on gold mining is
justified by reason of the yar. I shall be
free to change my opinion. But there
is no one in Australia can point out, or
has pointed out-not event the Federal
Treasurer himself, in introducing a certain,
measuare--any justification for ant increased
tax on gold mining based on war con-
siderations. The producers of gold are
deriving no advantage whatever from the
war. The Federal Treasurer did say that
the production of gold at the present time
was a very serious question, and that the
production of even an extra ounce of gold
at this juncture was a very important
matter for Australia. He pointed out
that gold was just as essential to the winning
of the war as men are. That was on the
one hand. On the other hand, the Federal
Treasurer said he intended to tax gold
mining. Now, the gold mining industry
wants taxation but also representation.
The gold mining industry does not object
to equitable taxation ; no one should
object to equitable taxation ; but those
engaged in gold mining contend that they
do not obtain representation equivalent
to that which other industries have. With
those other industries, I contend, gold
mining is not on an equal plane in the matter
of representation. On the question of
munitions, we all know that Australia
can produce munitions, although up to
the present time we have not done so, for
various reasons. Australia can produce
the component parts of every conrunodity
required in the production of munitions.
From a technical point of view the shells
made in Australia- have stood comparison
with the shells made in any other part

of the world. Only one component re-
quired in the manufacture of steel was
defective. W-ere it not for that, we should
be producing munitions at the present
time. Had that been the case, the owners
of mines yielding the requisite ores would
be deriving great benefit from the manu-
facture of munitions, and would be paying
corresponding taxation. The Federal
Treasurer tells the gold miner to go on
producing more largely, knowing that the
industry is not receiving any higher price for
its product. I contend, the Federal Trea-
surer is not consistent in his endeavour to
have as much gold produced as is possible
in Australia at the present time, when he
proposes to lay further burdens on the
gold mining industry. Undoubtedly, the
more gold Australia can produce, the
higher will be its credit abroad. That
cannot be gainsaid. If we could produce
another three million ounces of gold per
annum, our credit at Home would be so
much better, As regards other metals,
we can produce them ; but gold is abso-
lutely essential to the purchase of the other
metals after they have. been produced.
That is why I contend that the gold mining
industry should not be further taxed.
We know there are mines in this State
which are now paying as much as 25 per
cent. extra taxation imposed on them
by the Federal Government ; and I have
never heard any man, big or smnall, con-
nxected with those mines, or indeed any m~an,
engaged in the industry, contend that
that taxation should not be borne. I have
heard seine men say that the tax was a
a little high, and I have heard others say
that they did not think even 25 per cent.
high enough. M3'y contention, however,
is that if an extra 25 per cent. is got from
thie gold mining industry, it should be got
from other industries as well, then tile
whole of the industries will be on a fair
basis. If, liever, taxation goes any
further, the effect will be to burden unduly
every manl engaged in gold mining. Some
of the mines are said to be making large
profits ; but the profits are diminishing
at the present time. 31oreover, those
profits are not being ]nade as a result,
either direct or indirect, of the wvar. That
being so, those profits should not bear the
taxation which the Federal Treasurer has
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said represents taxation on profits accruing
from the war.

Mir. Gardiner: The cost of production
has increased as a result of the war

Mir. FOLEY: Yes, and the industry is
being taxed more heavily because its cost
of production has increased. If they are
making big profits they should pay, but
it ought to be pointed out that there are
some mines working on a very low margin
and in some cases it would mean either
closing down the mine or just keeping
it going. I have often heard it said that
if a certain set of conditions obtained,
such and such a mine would be closed
down. I know the industry sufficiently
well to be able to say that I have heard
people remark-" If you do a certain
thing we will close down." But if such
a thing did happen they would take good
care to open up again as quickly as possible.
Many who uttered that threat would,
however, only close down When asbolutely
forced to do so. There are, at the same
time, many mines which are being worked
and the profits from which are so small
that the extra taxation proposed will
have the effect of reducing those
profits to a vanishing point, especially
when we consider that the little revenue
which those mines have to put by as a
reserve from month to month is going to
be taken from them ; then their margin
will be so small, if there be a margin at all,
that it will not be possible for them to
carry on. From that point of view the
incidence of the tax is unfair. Then again,
not only has the manager of a mine in
this State to satisfy the Federal authorities,
but he has also to satisfy his directors in
other parts of the world, and those directors
are paying their share of taxation to the
British Government, such taxation being
considerably higher than that which is
proposed in Australia. The mines have to
pay State and Federal income tax, and in
many instances English income tax, which
brings that taxation to a vecry high point
indeed. The position is, that the average
investor in the older countries of the
world, and especially in Great Britain,
requires to see at the very least 15 per
cent, profit on a mine extending over a
period of 20 years before he will invest
in it. We know it is hard to look at a

mine and say that i 20 years' time it will
pay off the whole of the money invested in
it, and then show a 15 per cent, profit.
There is scarcely a buiness, if it is a legi,
timate business, that will do that ; at any
rate it certainly cannot be done by the
average mine. If the Federal Government
imquire any further proof of that they
have only to go to the Melbourne investors
and ask them what is a fair margin to
allow when they are going to invest their
money in a mine. We in this State do not
desire that there shall be any action taken
which will prevent investors putting their
money into the mining industry. We want
all the money we can get for the industry.
In Mfelbourne they desire to see a 17 per cent.
profit before they will invest in ini ng.
In America, what they contend is a fair
thing for a mine with a life of about 15
years is a profit of 25 per cent. We cannot
show that here. The companies, rich and
poor alike, will be taxed by the State
according to their position, and with their
profits at a vanishing point are they then
to be taxed again by the Federal Govern-
ment?7 The mines will not he able to stand
all the taxation, and the only result will
be that many of them will have to close
down. What will we do if the investor
declares the proposal is not good enough
for him to embark his money in 7 The
figures I have given to the House were
figures which were quoted as a fair thing
before the war. We all know that many
of the moneyed men are looking for a
little extra, and when they invest capital
in mining they are not looking for more
now than they expected before the war.
I want to say definitely and distinctly that
my object in moving the motion is not
to assist in any shape or form the stock-
broker, or the stockjobber, but it is to
help to work the mines in Western Aus-
tralia in a legitimate way and to keep
the industry going. We all know that
there are things happening-I do not say
criminal things-in share dealing that are
not altogether right, but I have no desire
to criticise any sharedealer or stockbroker.
I merely want to say that what we want
to get down to is that this big impost
which is proposed will fall heavily on the
men who are working in the mines and on
the shareholders. If we contend that the
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margin of profit which existed before the
war started was not fair, I contend it is
now the duty of the Hfouse to do all it
an to strengthen the hands of the people

in the State to prevent any additional
burden being imposed, and to uphold the
industrial status of Western Australia
by enabling it to produce as much gold as
the State possibly can. I want briefly
to refer to a mine on the Murchison which
has been aisted by the State to reach the
producing stage. The previous Govern-
ment helped the Great Fingall mine to the
extent of a few thousand pounds and
enabled it to become a mine from a mere
hole in the ground, and it is now showing
a small margin of profit. That profit it
is now proposed to tax, and it is going to
be taxed unfairly when we compare the
position to-day with that which existed
before the war, and when we compare
that mine with some of the bigger gold
mines in the State which are paying divi-
dends. The Edna May for instance has
been paying dividends for the past three
years, and the greater part of the money
which has come out of that mine has been
put back into it. They are going to bea
taxed. Is such a thing proposed in con-
nection with any other industry ? There
is no other industry in the State which
would stand the proposals which have been
suggested by the Federal Government.
The Great Fingal] mine which I have just
mentioned was assisted by the Scaddan,
Government and the owner.s of it are to-day
doing something to help the allied nations
win the war. If that mine were idle they
would not be able to do that, and it has to
be remembered that if it had not beean for
the war that mine would have been pro-
ducing the same amount of gold, but the
owners of it would have been reaping greater
dividends because at the present time the
cost of producing gold has increased con-
siderably, while the value of the product
itself hs remained stationary. I do not
think there is any necessity to go into the
question much further, because the whole
position is so obvious. There is, however,
one phase of the question that I would
draw attention to. I have pointed out
that the Fingall mine, is making a little
profit to-day. There are other mines in
the State making small or big profits.

What is going to happen in many instances
is this: if the profits that the mines are
going to make during the continuation of the
war are going to be taxed in the manner that
the Federal Government propose, we shall
see a reduction in the profits. The mining
companies will reduce the grade of ore which
they are treating and only work that class
of ore which will just enable the mine to
pay wages and ordinary working conditions.
This may not be a patriotic action to
adopt, but is there anyone who will blame
them following such a course when it is
remembered the burden which they are
asked to carry and the fact that the value
of the product has not increased at all?
If some of the mines in the State are forced
to adopt the course of reducing the value
of the ore treated, there will be some
mines which will be compelled to close down.
It must be pointed out too, that if some
of the mines do close down it will take
many thousands of pounds to open them
up again at a later date. I fear, however,
that many of the mines which will close
down will remain closed for all time be-
cause it will take more to open them than
it will require to keep them going even
with a small margin of profit. There is
no one who has had anything to do with
mining who will gainsay that. This is
not a party question, and it is not a matter
of putting the capitalist or the speculator
against the working man. It is a question
of a proposed tax which is considered
to be unjustifiable because on account of
the existence of the war the profits from gold-
mining have been considerably reduced.
Thirdly, if they have to reduce the grade
of their ore it will mean the closing dowvn of
some of the mines, which will never be
opened up again, because it is going to take
more to do so and place them on a working
basis than they would be worth. It will
be impossilble to get the men to go into
them because perhaps they could see better
investments for their money elsewhere.
We want to make mining as, attractive as
we can in this State. I contend that the
Government will bea lacking in their duty,
and so will the House, if they do not bat-k
up a mnotion of this sort and endeavour to
do something to assist those in an industry
which has brought this State out of ob-
scurity and given it an opportunity of



taking its place amongst the foremost
States in Australia. I move the motion
standing in my name.

On motion by Mr. Harrison debate
adjourned.

RETURN-RAILWVAY SECTIONAL RE-
TURNS, EASTERN GOLDFIELDS.

Mr. GEN (Xalgoorlie) [5-17]: I
move-

That a return be laid upon the Table of
the House, showoing the amount of revenue
derived from railway freights on goods on
the Eastern Goldfids raiway system to
all stations East of and including Southern
Cross for the financial ye5aT ending .30th
June, 1916, under the following rates:
(a) Class 1 ; (b) Class 2 ; (c) Class 3.

1 do not desire to take up the time of the
House over this motion. The reason for it
is obvious. I frankly admit that I desire
to know the amount of revenue that wiilI be
extracted, in addition to the ordinary
amount, by the added 10 per cent. for
the stations on the Eastern goldfields. I
masy be niet with the objection that it is
not possible to get this return, but I con-
tend that this return can bo secured and
without any groat difficulty. There is
not thle slightest doubt that the books of
those different stations show a record of
thle goods4 under the different headings
arriving at these different stations. If
the -Minister is prepared to grant meo this
information it will be at the disposal of the
House. At the present time, under the
railways5 -we do not know the amount that
wve are contributing by way of freights,
but under this it will be mnade a lhusi-
ness proposition and we shall know pro-
cisely for the information of the goldlfields.
people just whiat this additional revenue
will mean. We wvill see the amount of
additional revenue extracted from thle
people on the goldflelds area becauseo of
this increase. I trust, therefore, that thle
Minister -will see his way clear to allow
this motion to pass.

The Minister for Works; It is the same
opv all sections of the community all over
the State.

Mr. GREEN_: I admit that that is time
position. I am not, at this stage, trying

to prove that the Southern Cross and Cool-
gardie stations, for instance, are paying
more than any other railway stations at the
same distance from the metropolis. The
goldfields people are very anxious to have
this data and to know what they are pay-
ing to date in connection with this matter.

Hon. J. D). Connolly (Honorary Minister) :
They are not paying higher than the rates
existing on the Great Southern Railway.

Mr. GREEN; I have just admitted that.
I -want to know for book-keeping purposes
how we stand. I am sure -tho Minister
would have a poor opinion of the business
methods of, say, Bonn Bros. or Fey &
Gibson or any mining company, if they
were unable to show any costs in any of
their particular branches. It is simply a
business proposition and fur thle information
of the people on the goldfields, who are in-
terested in the matter. I am satis fied that
the Minister will raise no objection to the
motion.

Hon. J. D. CONNOLLY (Honorary
Minister, Perth) [5-201: ; hope the House
will not agree to the motion. The mem-
ber for Kalgoorlie (Mr. Green) hardly, I
think, expects it. I find on looking at the
paer that it is an old friend of the lion.
member because ho moved a similar motion
inl 1913.

Mr. Green: Was that not asking for a
return and not really a mnotion ?

R-on. J. D. CONNOLLY (Honorary
Minister) : So is this asking for a return.

Mr. Green; I did not think the other was
a motion.

Hon. J. D. CON-NOLLY (Honorary
Miister) : It appears ini Mansard in the
year 1913. Then, again, a similar unotion
was. moved by the late member for Cool-
gardie, adtd by the I-on. J. IV. IKirwan. in
the Upper House in 1908. It was explained
on all these occasions that in the first pliace
no good p urpose would be ssv-ed by supply-
ing, the information. It would cost a
great amount of money to obtain and
even than -would not show the informationl
that the lion, member desires. In as word,
the railways do not keep sectional returns
and, therefore, they would have to set up
a special lot of books and go right through
the whole thing in order to arrive at what
the hon. member asks for.
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Mr. Green : 'They have the records at
each station now.

Hon. J. D. CONNOLLY (Honorary
Minister): The hion. member must know
that hoe was told by the member for Boulder
(Mr. P. Collier), whoa Minister for Railways,
in 1918 that tile return could not be sup-
plied. On the explanation of the then
Minister for Railways the House refused
the request, because if the return
had been got out it would have supplied
information which would have been worth
nothing and wvould have cost a great deal
of money. We do not keep the different
earnings of the railwaEys in sectional returns,
and to get thle information it would take
three or four clerks a considerable time. I
do not think thle lion. mjember desires at
this stage in thle history of the State that
we should incur any unnecessary expen.
diture. After all, it is quite unnecessary
just because thea hon. member wants to
show w~hat the 10 per cent, amiounts to
on a section of our railways. The hion.
member for Boulder told the House that
the rates were exactly the sme, I do not
think it would be any great informiation
to the public to know that £5,000 is raised
by 10 per cent, over one section and £4,000
raised over some other section.

Mr. Green: It would show the additional
expenditure.

Hon. J. D). CONNOLLY (Honorary
Minister): I do not know what purpose
would be served at all, it is a 10 per cent.
increase.

Mr. Green : Tell me what the total would
be ;I would be satisfied with that.

Hon. J. D. CONNOLLY (Honorary
Minister) : I ask thle House not to agree
to the motion. It will convey nothing
except that the lion. memnber may say to
the goldflelds people that they ]lovo been
asked to pay so many thousands of pounds
more.

Mr. E. B. Johnston: We might want thle
sme information.

Honl. J. D. CONNOLLY (Honorary
Minister) : If this information is given to
the hion, member for Kalgoorlie other mem-
bers may require similar information in
regard to sections in their constituencies.
The department is under-staffed on account
of enlistments at the present time, and
therefore, it would mean upsetting the

work because men could not be spared to.
put on to a special duty of this nature-
It would mean taking on special men and
this would cost even more than if ordinary
employees were kept upon the work. Side
by side with the information which the
hion. member asks for theme would also
have to be supplied thle classification of all
the conv'eniences, and thle unattended sta-
tions; and the stations which are attended,.
and the particular class of trains that are
running to make the information complete.

Mr. Green : I am net asking for that.

Hon. J. D. CONNOLLY (Honorary
Minister) : Unless all this information was.
supplied the result of the carrying into
effect of the motion of the lion, member
would not give any valuable information
at all. It would be no use unless theiavwhole
lot of inforiation was supplied together.

Mr. Scaddan: The object of the lion.
member is to discover howv much you are
imposing upon the people who uie that
particular branch of the railway system.

Hon. 3. D. CONNOLLY (Honorary
Minister) : It is only 10 per cent. It is the
me as anywvhore else.

Mr. Seaddan: No. .
Hon. T. 1). CONNOLLY (Honorary

Minister): I object to giving information,.
on exactly the sme ground as 'vas given
by thle Minister for Railways in 1913.

Mr. Scaddan : It is a different proposi-
tion. Thle motion then was for district
returns.

Hen. J. D. CONNOLLY (Honorary
Minister) : Thle motion was that returns.
should be laid on the Table showing the
profit or loss, by sections. It was a return
which would really be better and convey
More inforiuation.

MAr. Green: It would cost more to pre-
Tpare.

Mir. Collier: The information asked for-
covered a period of 20 years.

Air. Seaddan: There is no trouble in
getting this particular return.

Hon. J. D. CONNOLLY (Honorary
Ministor) : That is not correct.

Mir. Scaddan : it is absolutely correct.
I asked you the total amount receiv'ed
from all thle systems and you gave it to
me tile following day under all these-
Classes.
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Hon. 4T. A. CONNOLLY (Honorary
Minister) : rise lion. member knows well
that the railway Department do not keep
sectional returns. They could give in a
few minutes what 10 per cent. amounts
to, for they have only to take the total
of the 'whole of the railway earnings. You
,cannot take it in that way at all. It is
here on record by thle late 'Minister for
Railways. Listen to what Mir. Collier
said in 1913 on a similar motion.

Mr. Scaddan: It was not a similar
motion.

Hon. J. D. CONNOLLY (Honorary
Minister): It was a similar motion. Thi's
is what Mir. Collier then said.-

I hope thle lion. member will not
press the motion for the reason that it
,would be impossible to supply the in-
formiation.......I hold that the
inform-ation given with regard to the
earnings of the Railways which appear
in the annual report of the Commissioner
of Railways is as full as can be reason-
ably expected.

'That was thle reply, and the Ho1u.o was
satisfied with that in 1913. It is similar
to a reply which was given in 1908 by
another Minister for Railways. In 1904
a similar reply was given by Mir. Holman,
Thu House was satisfied then,' and exactly
similar reasons apply to-day. The lion.
member (Mr. Green) .was satisfied to
Accept that reply from the then Minister
for Railways. Mr. Collier goes onl to
say:

L~,Even if thle information were avail-
able I say it is impossible to take out the
earnings and expenses of a section.

Then aga&in he says :
jThe memnber for Kalgoorlie should
realise that it is quito different where we
have sepatrate s-ectionsQ, such as those tw~o
lines are- It, is possible in these circum-
,tancas to give the informan hi;, ii
anking for, but it is quite hopols for him
to expect the department to supply te
information for a section of thle Yilgarn
lines, and moreover, to go back for
period of 18 years.

jTpapplies in exactly the same lway to thle
xn~tion now before the House.

The information the member for
K~algoorlie is asking for with regard to
the Vilgarn-Nalgoorlie line has never

appleared in any report, for the"reasen
that it would be siply impossible to
take the results of the working of a
section, say f rom 'Merredin to HKalgoorlie,
out of a line which is 600 miles in length.
I would like to point out to the lion.
member that, after all, K~algoorlie is not
bearing the lio-n's share of the operations
of these railways, as he thinks.
Mr. Green:- A different position has

arisen now by reason of this 10 per cent.
increase.

Hon. J. D). CONNOLLY (Honorary
Minister): Exactly the same argument
applies as app lied to the motion upon
which the member for Boulder asked the
H-ouse not to agree on the score of expense.
The same reason applies to-day. The
information desired by the hon. member
could be obtained by adding 10 per cent.
Then the report goes on-

Mv]r. Green: I did not say Kalgoorlie,
I said the Eastern Goldfields

Tile Minister for Railways : Nor the
Eastern Goldfields. The total f rom the
Eastern Goldfields may be larger in
comparison with the total receipts from
other lines, but that is only by reason of
thle fact that the Goldfields are doing a
big business. The rates from Kai-
goorlie are on thle same proportion as the
rates elsewhere.

Mr. Green: I know that.
The Minister for Railways: Then it is

not correct to sAy that the Goldfields
are bearing the lion's share They are
not paying a higher rate than the people
of the Grout Southern.

I do nob think thle question needs further
labouring. The information is not ivith.
held for any reason except en the score of
economy. The Leader of the Opposition
knows perfectly well it is so.

Mr. Green;- If you loan me thle book8 at
Kalgoorlie I wilt get the information out
at once and will not charge you for it.

Hon. J. D. CONNOLLY (Honorary
M1inister) : Thle hon. member woeuld get
out information which would suit himielf
in probably half an hour, but considurable
time must be dovoted to the weak if the
information, 'when it is4 gos out, is to be
of any value.

M1r. Scaddan: RIe does not want to kniow
the profit or loss ;he wants merely to know
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the amount of freight paid onl goods in
classes 1, 2. and 3.

Hon. 3. D. CONNOLLY (Honorary
Minister) : I say that in the first place we
would not be warranted, and in the second
place the return, if supplied as asked for,
would convey nothing. It would say
probably that there has been a five htundred
or a five thousand pounds increase over a
certain section ; but it would not prove
anything unless side by side with it were
given the other information I have men-
tioned with regard to the expenditure
together with the conveniences on that
particular line ;, them there would be some
information of value. I ask the H-ouse
net to agree to this motion, not for any
departmental reason except on the score
of economy. Thle information is &isired
simply in order that ie hion. member msny
be able to say we are burdened with an
extra £3,000 on our particular line, Is it
fair or reas3onable that the Governmeont
should be put to a work which would
probably cost. hundreds of pounds mecrely
that the hion. member mlight have the
opportunity of saying w~e arc burdened
with one thousand or two thousand pounds
as the case may he ? I repeat, is it fair
to do this when we have a falling revenue
in thle raiway department ? I do not
think the lion, member could have thought
the matter out when he m-oved his motion,
having regard to the lparticular may in
which lie has asked for it.

Mr. COLLIER (Boulder) [5-36]: Thle
honorary Minister has confused tile
two questions, the question asked by the
member for Kalgoorlie in 1913 and the one
now being dealt with, and he has quoted
remarks of mine when replying to thle lion.
member (Mr. Green) in 1913. There is a
wide distinction between the two ; this
is an entirely different preposition alto-
gethier. In his motion of 1913 the member
for Kalgoorlie desired to have the profit
or loss on this line, and not only for that
or the preceding year, but for every year
since the inception of the system. To
have supplied the information then desired
would have required a staff of clerks to go
right through the books of the railway
department in order to ascertain not only
the total of revenue received on that par-

ticular section but to ascertain thle profit
or loss.

Ron. 4J. D. Connally (Honorary Minister):
That is the position in regard to the present
motion, though in a less degree.

Mr. COLLIER : Not at all. Thle infor-
mation now desired by thle member for
Kalgoorlie is available at a moment's
notice, and would not involve any con-
siderable amount of work ; but withI regard
to the motion moved in 1913 1 very much
doubt whiether it would have been possible
to obtain the information at all. Take
the section between Merredin and Kal-
goorlie. To obtain the, profit or loss on
that long section would moan allocating
the running expenses of every train run-
ning over the section, together with the
revenue received at every station on the
section, and the task would be an almost
impossible one. Cannot thle lion. member
realise that that is net at all what the mnem-
ber for Kalgoorlie is asking for on the
present. occasion ? As a matter of fact
a reply given to a question by the Leader
of the Opposition yesterday at a day's
notice demonstrates that this information
is available

Ron. J. D. Connolly (Honorary Minister):
Whiat question was that?

Mr. COLLIER: It is given on thle Votes
and Proceedings of yesterday. Thle Loader
of the Opposition asked-

'What was th6 total revenue earned
by the Railway department for the year
1h 15-16ifrom goods classed as 1, 2, and 3.

That is the total revenue earned for the
whole system.

The Premnier: That is an entirely different
different matter.

Mr. COLLIER: It is not, except that
this motion involves less work. The Leader
of thle Opposition wanted information
covering the whole of thle railway system.

Hon. J. D. Cennolly (Honorary Minister):
But you know that they do not keep sec-
tional books.

Mr. COLLIER: The member for Kal-
goorlie asks only to be supplied with the
same information covering goods classed
1, 2, and 3 over a particular sect ion of this
system, that is the eastern railway system.
The fact that the information was supplied
yesterday demonstrates that it is avail-
able.
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Tile Premier: It is not information of the
same character.

Mr. COLLIER: It is. except that thle
one covers the whole system and the other
only a section. I say that this information
is available at a moment's notice in the
books of the department ; but it is entirely
separate and distinct from the information
sought to be had in the motion of 1913,
and which the hon. Minister, by quoting
from Hanard, would have us believe to be
the same thing.

Hon. J. D). Connolly (Honorary Minister):
It is exactly the same thling as this, only
larger.

Air. COLLIER: The honorary Minister
will surely see this distinction, that the 1913
motion asked for profit or loss, while the
present motion asks only for current
revenue. One involved going through the
books right back to the inception of the
system. Take Kalgoorlie, it would have
been an impossible task to have got out
the information for even one year. The
reason why I opposed that motion was that
the member desired it to cover the whole
of the system since the inception of the
lines. The department, does not keep) any
books giving information which will show
the profit or loss over any particular section
of the railways If I were to ask for
the profit or loss on the section between
Arm-adale and Pinijarrah the railway de-
partment could not give it to me, for the
reason Ithat it is impossible to allocate the
expense of through trains to Bunbury
running over the section or of the revenue
earned by such trains. But if I ask for a
return shlowing the amnount received for
the carriae of goods that information
would be available at once.

Hon. J. D. Connolly (Honorary Minister):-
That is what this motion asks for, the
earnings on a certain section.

Mr. COLLIER: And I am endeavouring
to point out that to ask for the earnings
on a section is a different proposition from
asking for profit or loss.

Hon. J. D. Connolly (Honorary Minister)
But you know that books are not kept for
any section. ;1 1 'iMr. COLLIER. Hfow was the information
available to be supplied to the Leader of
the Opposition yesterday?1

The Premier: That was for the whole of
the railways.

Mr. COLLIER: If they have returns
f rem the different stations they must have
the details ;otherwise they could not give
the totals.

Hon. J. D). Connolly (Honorary Minister):
Does not some of the revenue rece ived in
Perth go to K~algoorlie?

Mr. COLLIER-: The hon. member has
asked for a return of the revenue earned
at these particular stations. If it does not
give him all tile information he desires, so
much the worse for him. He has asked for
the revenue earned on this particular sec-
tion for the carriage of a certain clams of
goods,

The Attorney General: I asked for a
similar return to this last year and the
present Leader of the Opposition then ex-
plained how difficult it was to give it to
Me.

Mr. COLLIER: If you look up the ques-
tion you will 13nd that it was the same thing
as the hon. Minister has just told us the
1913 return was.

Hon. J. D). Connolly : (Honorary Minister)
The 1913 return was the same as this, only
larger.

Mir. COLLIER : Not only is it larger,
but it is quite a different proposition. The
hon. member asked that a return be laid
upon the table of the House showing the
profit or loss. Anyone reading thle
motion of 1913 will at once realise that the
hon. member's motion was entirely different
from the one he is now moving. He then
asked for a return showing the profit or loss
on all sections, including the profit or toss
on all branch or spur railways throughout
the State. It is positively absurd for thle
hon. Minister to claim that that motion
is on all fours with thle one now before the
House and to quote in reply the legitimate
objection which did lie a gainst thle request.
for the return in 1913.

Hon. J1. D). Connolly (Honorary Minister):
He asks for the whole of the earnings.
This asked for only the three classes.

,%r. Scaddan: You gave them in
separate classes yesterday.

Hon. J. D). Connolly (Honorary 'Minister):
B3ut it would be necessary to dissect the
whole of the earnings to get the clsses.
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Mr. COLLTER: No. The member for
Kalgoorlie asked for the profit or loss.
That is not asking for the earnings. The
information concerning the earnings can
be supplied. I have never known of a
similar request being denied in the House.
For the past 10 years efforts have been
made by members to obtain information as
to sectional profits or loss. The railway
authorities said they did not keep the
separate returns, and therefore it would
be impossible to supply the information.
But this is a different proposition altogether,
and a request for information of this
character has not previously been refused,
It is simply asking for a return on all
fours with the request made yesterday
by the loader of the Opposition and acceded
to. I hope the Minister will not persist
in his opposition to a reasonable request
for information which can be readily
supplied.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS (Hon.
W. J. George-Murray-Wellington) [5-47]:
1 hope the motion will not be pressed.
The amount of labour which will be entailed
on the staff of the Working Railways to
prepare this return will be exceedingly
great. The information can be got, but
it is a question of expense and time. M~any
years ago, when I was Commissioner for
Railways. Mr. Teesdeale Smith, then a
member of the House, succeeded in getting
a motion passed for a return, and to the
best of my memory four or five years
elapsed before that return was completed.

Mr. Green:- You do not suggest that this
will take all that time.

Thb MINISTER FOR WORKS: No.
But I wish to show the danger. Memnbers
are apt to ask for information, thinking
that it can be easily supplied, whereas it
often happens that the supplying of that
information is not so simple. The infor-
mation required in this instance can be
secured, but how long it will take to get
it it is impossible for anyone to say. I
should say it might take two or three men
three months to get out the return.

Mr. Seaaddan: An almost similar question
was answered in 24 hours.

The IMIISTER FOR WORKS:- The
hon. member who guff awed does not know
anything at all about it. I do. Another
thing: I cannot see that this return will

give the hon. member any more information
than he has at the present time. There is
one way by which he might secure a satis-
factory basis of the information required.
It might be very much easier to give him
the tonnage of the different classes that
have been received, because that could be
secured. But to give him the earnings
would mean extracting from practically
every station return sent along. I do not
think the hon. member would wish to put
the State to such an expense. The hon.
member is desirous of showing the gold-
fields population what this 10 per cent.
means to them.

Mr. Green : That is a legitimate desire,
The MINISTER FOR WVORKS: I amn

not su ggestig that it is not. He desires.
to show that as far as they are concerned it,
means so many thousands of pounds more
to paiy. If he thinks it is of sufficiently
great importance he will press his motion.
but I ask him to remember that in an
executive administration like the Railway
Department, with a staff reduced owing to
the conditions of war, and without the
machinery to easily ascertain what he
desires, it is' not advisable to press the
motion for a return of this sort, in fac:
of the Commissioner's recommendation.
The hon. member is within his rights, but
is the return he asks for worth all the
trouble and expense involved 1

Mir. Green: Do you mean to tell me that
the inward revenue from Perth to K~al-
goorlie could not be obtained within a4
few hours?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Yes.
But when it comes to analyses of the
different classes, it means an examination
of the return of every station sending goods
to Kalgoorlie. To carry it out accurately
would mean that every station return would
have to be analysed. To carry it out
practically, I suppose returns of the stuff
sent from Fremantle to Perth would suit
his purposes. But it means an examination
of the accounts of every station right
up the line.

Mr. Seaddan: No.
The MINISTER FOR WORKS: But

it does I know what this means. I am
the only member of the House who has
occupied the position of Commissioner of
Railways, and as a workin~g Connissioner
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lor five years, so I should know something
about it.

Mr. Scaddan:- What do you mean by
that ? Do you infer that the other Com-
missioners do not work?7

The MfINISTER FOR WORKS: No.
I mean that hon. members, although
perhaps good workers in their own par-
titular lines, have not been called upon by
a grateful country to Occupy the important
position of Commissioner of Railways.
The hon. member occupied the position of
Premier of the State for 44 years. more
or less badly. He did not learn much.
He has not learnt much yet, not even
how to behave himself.

Mr. Scaddan: Take the halo off your
head.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I
know my subject and I do not want the
hon. member's insolent reminders. Let
the hon. member keep himself where Nature
has given him special abilities, namely,
barracking on the football ground, and he
will be all right.

Air, SPEAKER: Order!
The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I am

glad you have called him to order ; he
requires it.

Mr. SPEAKER: I call you both to
order.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I hope
the member for Kalgoorlie will not insist
upon this motion. There is a way by which
ho can get what he requires in regard to
tonnage. That may be readily prepared.

Mr. Angwin: Of what good is the ton-
nage ?

The ML WSTER FOR WORKS: From
the tonnage he can form his average to
get out the amount he wants. I can show
the hon. member how to do it.

Mr. SCADDAX (Brownhill-Ivanhoe)
[5-564): I rise with some temerity to
discuss this question in view of having
been preceded by the only railway authority
in the House or in 'Western Australia, the
one man who has ever occupied the position
of working Commissioner of Railways,
whatever that may mean.

The Minister for Works: The one
member.

Mr. SCADDAX: The hon. member
emphasised the fact that he had occupied
the position of Commissioner of lRailways.

and working Commissioner at that. I
infer he meant that no other Cormisioner
had worked. It is, as I say, with diffidence
that I follow the only railway expert in
the House or in Western Australia on this
question. As a matter of fact this is
merely a question of common business
methods, and I am surprised that our
friends opposite, who have so frequently
claimed that they were going to insist on
proper business methods being applied to
Government departments, are found so
early in their career refusing information
that ought to be available at a moment's
notice if the work of the department were
carried on in a businesslike manner. As
has been already explained, I yesterday
asked the Acting 'Minister for Railways
the following quesbion:

1, What was the total revenue earned
by the Railway Department for the year
1915-1916 from goods classed as 1, 2,
and 3 ? 2, What is the estimated addi-
tional revenue that will be earned by
the increase of 10 per cent. on these
classes ? 3, Would it not be more
equitable to apply any such increase
on a sliding scale ? 4, Are the following
included in Classes 1, 2, and 3, to which
such increases apply :-(a) articles of food,
such as dairy produce, fish, bacons,
harns, beef, pressed pork, groceries, canned
fruits, and tinned milk ; (b) agricultural
machinery ; (a) mining machinery, other
than second hand ; (d) mining explosives
and chemicals such as cyanide ; (e) build-
ing material and galvanised iron ; (f) oils,
including kerosene ?
The reply given ws-

1, £373,267. 2, £37,326 per annum.
3, As the rates are calculated on a sliding
scale, the percentage increase is equitable
-for example, Class 1, 100 miles, the
rate is £2 4s., whilst for 400 miles, the
rate is £0 9s. Id., and not £8 16s., which
will be a proportionate increase. 4,
(a) Fish, beef, and fruit in truck loads
are carried at less than Classes 1, 2, and
3. Quantities under truck loads, in
comnmon with the other articles men-
tioned, come under the increased rate.
(b) Yes. (c) Mining machinery, in truck
loads, is carried at Class " C," which is
a lower rate than 1, 2, and 3. The in-
crease would therefore only apply to
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smaller quantities. (d) Yes. (e) Build-
ing material, such as bricks, stone, lime,
cement, hardwood, are carried at the
lower special class rates when in truck
loads: galvanised iron, yes. (f) Yes.

Tt is thus seen that at a moment's notice
the department were able to give me,
through the Minister, the information I
desired.

Hon. J. D. Connolly ( Honorary Mfinister):
But one is a sectional return. This is
not the same.

Mr. SCADDAN: I will come to that.
Therefore we have the admission that the
earnings of Classes 1, 2, and 3 goods in our
railway system are kept separate fromn
earnings of other classes of goods. So,
all the member need have done was to ask
the question " How much of the total of
£373,257 earned from Classes 1, 2, and 3
was earned on the railway system between
Southern Cross and the railway to
Leonora ?'

Hon. J. D. Connolly (Honorary Minister):
Why did not you advise him to do it ?

AD. SCADDAN: He did not seek my
advice. We have had the statement that
the member for Boulder, when Minister
for Railways, refused information of a
similar nature. It is not necessary to read
out the information then sought to show
that it was of an entirely different nature.
It wats a motion asking the department to
supply information of an intricate character
which could have been supplied when
sectional returns were kept, eventually
the department decided not to keep those
sectional returns, with the result that they
could not have been supplied without the
tremendous work which would have been
necessary to go back over the period
covered by the motion. So the points
are entirely different. The Attorney
General, by interjection, mentioned that
similar information was required by him
last session, and that on that occasion the
hon. member was asked not to press his
motion because of the difficulty that would
be encountered in supplying the information.
I propose to read what I told the House on
that occasion and also to point out to the
hon. member how different was the in-
formation he was then seeking and to
prove by it that the Railway Department
can, without difficulty, supply the in-

formation asked for by the member for
Kalgoorhie, whereas it would have had
difficulty in supplying the information
asked for by the member for Canning.
The hon. member's motion was-

That a return be laid upon the Table
of the House showing (a) the number
of tons of Collie coal brought from
stations south of Gosnells to Midland
or passing through Midland Junction to
any ktation beyond M1idland (all lines)
during twelve months ended 30th June,
1915 ; (b) the number of tons of ra-
way sleepers and timber brought from
stations south of Gosnells to Midland
or passing through Mlidland Junction
to any station beyond Midland (all
lines) during twelve months ended 30th
June, 1915 ; (c) the number of tons of
all other freights brought from stations.
south of Gosnells to Midland or pass-
ing through Midland Junction to any
station beyond Midland (all lines) during
twelve months ended 30th June, 1915;

Up to that point the information could
have been supplied without difficulty.
But the bon. member went on to ask-

(d) the total cost of hauling the total
tonnage referred to in paragraph (a)
10 miles during the said period ; (o) the
total cost of hauling the total tonnage
referred to in paragraph (b) 10 miles
during the said period ; (f) the total
cost of hauling the total tonnage referred
to in paragraph (c) 10 miles during
the said period.

That was the hon. member's motion.
This is what I said in reply-

I want to ask the hon. member who
moved this motion to agree to its with-
drawal. I have made inquiries from
the Commissioner of Railways in regard
to it, and have been informed that it
will be almost impossible to obtain
accurately the information which the
bion. member desires. It would also be
rather expensive to comply with the
hon. member's request, because of the
limited staff the Commissioner has avail.
able, and moreover, the Commissioner
suggests that to comply with the request
would serve no purpose, because the
particulars which would be furnished
would not be accurate, and under the
circumstances it would not be desirable



115 NOVEMBER, 1916.]93

to attempt to comply with the request.
Further, to supply the information would
require the 'whole of t)1e large records
being turned up for the 12 months,
because of the fact that the department
has been carrying a huge quantity of
material for the Trans-Australian rail-
way by different routes, and that has
been done merely to suit the depart-
ment's own convenience. The Com-
missioner, however, will supply the hon.
member with any information he has
at his disposal.

What does that prove?
The Attorney General : Read what the

member for Canning further said.

Mr. SCAIDDA-N: I like to be fair, and
I will read it-

As I understand that may motion, if
carried, will cause some inconvenience
to the department, and that, when
convenient, the figures will be made
available, I will, by leave, withdraw
it.
Mr. Green: The motion of the member

for Canning was obviously absurd.

Mr. SCADDAN: As a matter of fact,
the Conimissioner is not desirous of supply-
ing the information new asked for any
more than ho was desirous of supplying
the information asked for on tile occasion
I have quoted- I told the House what
tile Conmnissioner told me, because the
Commissioner operates the railways under
an Act of Parliament and must be allowed
to operate them according to his judgment.
The Commissioner did not deny that he
could supply the information, and I did
not deny it on his behalf, but said-

- to supply the information
would require the whole of the large
records being turned up far the 12 months,
because of the fact that the department
has been carrying a large quantity of
material for the Trans-Australian rail-
way by different routes, and that has
been done merely to suit the department's
own convenience-

The proposition put forward by the member
for Kalgoorlie is comparatively simple,
end does not demand the expenditure of
much time and money.

The Premier: The Commissioner says
so. Why do you not histen?7

Mir. SCADDAN:. All the information
asked for by the member for Kalgoorlie
can be supplied from the records which
the department must keep. The report
of the Commissioner of Railways, which
has been distributed to-day, is, after
all, only an analysis of the work of the
department. That report gives the various
classes of goods consigned to and from
each station, and the earnings of each
station. Indeed, the Commissioner's re-
port discloses the losses on certain railways.
IU even supplies the balance of profit and
loss in respect of spur lines to which district
rates apply. If the Commissioner has all
this information available, if he could in
one day tell me the total amount of revenue
earned under various classes on the entire
system, surely lie could in two or three
days supply the information desired by thle
member for Kalgoorlie,

Hen. J. D). Cennolly (Honorary Minister):
It is only a question of expense.

The Minister for Works: It would mean
the analysis of ever 20,000 returns,

Mr. SCAlYDAIN: Will the Minister for
Works explain how the Commissioner could
so expeditiously give the information which
I sought, if lie had to analyse 20,000 re-
turns ?

Hen. 4. D. Connolly (Honorary Minister):
Your questions referred to the whole rail-
way system.

M~r. SCAJYDAN : May I ask the Honorary
Minister how that total was obtained if
not from bringing into one central book
the returns from the different sections?

Mir. Nairn: But not sectional returns.
Mir. SCADDAN: Let me tell the hion.

member interjecting that the difference
between sectional returns and sectional
profit and loss accounts is a very great one.
The two things represent entirely different
propositions. The lion, member will con-
tinue to confuse sectional returns with
sectional profit and loss accounts. The
Commissioner of Railways keeps books
showing where every penny of his revenue
is earned. He must do that.

Mr. Smith : If the hon. mnember is given
access to the books, will he extract the
information for himself f

Hon. J. D. Connolly (Honorary Minister):
If the member for Kalgoorlie will go to the
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Commnissioner, that officer will give all
information hie can to thle lion. member.

Mr. SCADDAN: If the Honorary Minister
will agree to that course, the mnember for
Kalgoorlie can get the information in half
an hour.

Hon, J. :1. Connolly (Honorary Minister):
If thle information asked for by the motion
can be obtained so easily, the member for
Kalgoorlie can go down to the railway
offices in the morning, when I will under-
take the Conmnissioner will give him the
information.

Air. SCNDDAN: The Honorary Minister
himself is confusing sectional returns onl a
profit and loss basis with sectional records,
which must be kept for the business of the
department. The department must keel)
returns of earnings by different sections,
even from different stations.

The Premier. Th e motion is as to goods
consigned to the goldfields from the whole
system. That means that the returns
from every station throughout the railway
system would have to be analyeed.

Mr. SCAUDAN:. No. The information
supplied in reply to my question was avail-
able, because every district keeps a record
of its earnings fromx different points, which
are eventually concentrated in one book.
In the abseince of such a system, how could
the Commissioner advise his Mlinister with
regard to the increasing or decreasing of
freights ? How does the Commissionor
advise as to increase or decrease of fares
and freights, unless it is because lie has
at hand information showing the earnings
of thle different sections, and because hie
knows, according to the cost of mileage
whether the traffic pays on the rates ob-
taining 7 floes thle Comm-issioner run the
-risk of disorganising the whole railway
system by a reduction of mnileage run, such
as was recently decided upon, without
first taking such details into account ? I
believe that 'Minister and Comimissioner
alike view the motion of the member for
Kalgoorlie as. expressing a desire for the
sectional returns which certain members
have demanded for years past, but which
meant costly expenditure and, after all, did
not yield reliable information. I think the
last Commlissioner of Railways abelishc d
those returns.

The Minister for Works: Yes. They
were of no use to anybody.

Mr. SCADDAN: But this motion is an
entirely different lpropositien. Suppose the
Minister for Railway's called into his office
the Commissioner of Railways and said to
him, " I amn of opinion that the traffic be-
tween Southern Cross and Malcolm and
intermediate stations does not warrant the
present train service." Then the Com-
mnissioner would immediately refer to his
returns of passengers and goods carried
and earnings and cost of running for that
section, and would say to the Minister
either " You are right," or " You are
wrong," Is it not worth the cost of calling
upon the Commissioner to supply to thle
public information which the Minister
would be able to obtain from thle Com-
mnissioner to-morrow ? The member for
'Kalgoorlie represents a section of the com-
munity who have to carry the increase of
10 per cent., and therefore, hie is entitled
to know hew the 1.0 per cent. increase will
bear on his constitutents. Is he to be
refused the information on the ground that
it is going to cost thirty shillings for clerical
labour ?

Thle Premier: Thirty shillings ? Absurd.
The 5ader of tho Opposition knows nothing
of the subject.

M1r. SCADDAN : I quoted a figure which
I thought the Premier would appreciate.
Shnll I say, a million pounds ? Tile
Premier denies the right of the public to
get this information.

The Prem-ier:- You yourself on another
occasion refused to snplply such inform-
atien.

Mr. SCADDAiN: I wish the Premnier
would rend the three motions. The Minister
adiniLstering the Railway Department
ought to be able to furnish this inform-
ation for the purpose of satisfying the
public that the 10 per cent. increase is a
fair one. But the lion. gentleman says
hie cannot toil us the reason for the in-
crease. What proportion of that extra
burden is going to be laid on people resi-
denlt in distant portions of the State ? We
are not told. All we are told is that we
cannot have the information. I contend
it is right and just that the inform-
ation should be supp lied, even if it costs a
thousand pounds to collect. I do not
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think, after all, that it will cost so much to
collect, because it is information which the
Commissioner may expect the MUinister to
require from him at any moment. Surely
a member representing a section of the
community who are to bear the burden is
entitled to have this information, even at
the cost of a fow pounds.

Sitting su.&pended from 6-12 to 7-30 p~m.

Resolved: that motions be continued.
Thle ATTORNEY GENERAL (Hon. R.

T. Robinson-Canning) [7 -34] : I was very
much astonished to hear the remarks of the
leader of the Opposition on this subject
because I generally listen to him as a man
of much experience whose argwunts carry
weight With members, but when I find he
uses the same arguments against a motion
I nmade last year for an identical return,
as to why the return should now be pre-
sented to Parliament, then I shall lose
faith in anything that may come from himn
in thle future. Last year I asked for a
return of the number of tons of railway
sleepers and coal which were carried on the
South-Western Railway across to Midland
Junction.

Mr. Bolton: And other things.
Mr. Scaddan: And thle other things were

important.
The ATTORNEY GENERAL: They

were not important.
Mr. Scaddan: Then why did you ask for

them ?
The ATTORNEY GENERAL: The

only puzzling question I asked, and it was
puzzling to no one except the then Minister
for Rail-ways, was in regard to the con-
tinual conveyance of these goods across
the gap I have referred to, to Midland
Junction, and I wanted to know the cost
of it. What I desired to find out was
whether there was any loss being incurred
by the conveyance of those goods over
the additional 10 miles of country involved
by carrying themi around via Perth to
Midland Junction, and if there was a loss,
what that loss was. It was a simple ques-
tion to answer. The then Minister for
Railways told me that it would be difficult
to obtain such information and that it
could hardly be given accurately with the
limited staff available in the Commissioner's

office. The Commissioner I was further
told would have difficulty in furnishing
this return and I was asked to dolor my
motion and to go to the Commnissioner's
office myself and I would be supplied
with thle information,

Mr. Scaddan:- Did you go?
The ATTORNEY GENERAL: When

a Minister .of the standing of the member
for Brownhill Ivanhoe (Mir. Scaddan) made
that statement, I replied that as T under-
stood that my motion would cause in-
convenience to the department I would
withdraw it.

Mr. Taylor: You were younger then in
politics.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: I was no
younger then than I am now ; I may have
been a hundred and the argument that
would convince me then woild carry the
same weight with me now. I have quoted
what the then Minister for Railwaya said.
I am advised now by the present Minister
for Railways that the earnings of the
different sections of the railways are not
kept separately, and to got the information
required would mean the employment of
some clerks for some time to extract it
from the general returns, and if that were
done other necessary work would have to
stand by and the department would be
inconvenienced. Further, if the motion
be agreed to, unless the sectional returns
and the expenditure involved in such
sections be given, tile return will be of
little value. 'Those words are almost
identical with the advice that was given
by the Commissioner of Railways to the
then Minister for Railways.

Mr. Scaddan: It is a stock argument hie
uses when he does not want to be bothered.

The ATTORNEY GENLERAL : Raving
had four and a-half years' experience with
the Commissioner, if it was good enough
for the then Minister for Railways to study
the Commissioner and back him up, with
only a few months experience of the Com-.
missioner, I am not going to fal] short of
my duty. I am here to back up the Com-
missioner and I will raise ray voice against
the Opposition who desire to get such
information from the Railway Department,
to cause inconvenience for no possible
purpose whatever. If the member for
Kalgoorlie will go to tbe Commissioner's

93.5
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office the boo1~s and figures; will he placed
at his disposal, and as we know-lhe is such
an expert in figures lie, no doubt, will be
able to extract the information hie requires
from the fies of the department. For
those reasons 1 oppose the motion, and I
ask hon. members to do similarly.

Qustion put and negatived.

PAPERS-RAILWAY CARRIAGE
OF MAILS.

Mr. HICKMOTI (Pingetly) L17.39]: 1-
move-

That all papers in connection with the
carriage of mails by the Railway Depart-
ment be laid on ste Table of the House.

ily object is obvious. At the present time
in my electorate there are two railways that
do not carry mails. The Federal Govern-
ment say that the charge imposed by the
State Government is too high, namely
£7 10s. per mile. That in round figures on
the Brook ton- Corrigi n line runs to some-
thing like £400 and on the Villiminaing-Kon-
dinin line it would amount to between £500
and £600 per annum. By not having the
mails carried on the railways, the people in
those districts are subjected to great incon-
venience and in a number of eases they are
g-etting their mails by parcels post, which
causes an expense by reason of the fact that
they have to get someone to collect and
carry themn. The object of the motion is to
ascertain whether the cost of the carriage
of mails by this State cannot be reduced so
that people living in distant centres can be
granted this convenience. At the present
time, a mail is carried by vehicle to Pin-
gelly out east and if the people do not get
their mail by parcels post along the Brook-
ton-Corrigin line, they have to go 15 or 16
miles to get their wveekly niail, whereas if it
were carried by train, not only would these
people he benefited to a great extent, but
tile State would derive some revenue, and
we require revenue badly enough. The mails
could he carried at a reduced cost, and my
object is to ascertain why the Railway De-
partment are not assisting the out-hack
settlets in this direction.

Mr. Carpenter: Do you want this infor-
mation in connection with all the railways?
You ought to limit it to some extent.

Mr. IIICFMOTT: 1 only desire the iii-
formation in regard to those railways not
carrying mails at the present time.

Bon. J. D). CONNOLLY (Honorary Alin-
ister-Perlb) [7.43]: I do not desire to
oppose the motion for the same reason that
1 opposed the last motion. This motion
does not involve any expense but there are
other questions involved in it. The Commis-
sioner of Railways writes to me to-day in
respect to this letter-

1 wish to point out that at the present
time the matter of a new agreement with
the Federal Government in connection
with the carriage of mails is to go before
the Interstate Commission for decisinit
very shortly, the States and the Postmas-
ter General having failed to come to an
agreement as to the rights and conditions.
The Victorian Railway Commissioners
are acting for all the States and are pre-
paring our ease- lIt will be highly unde-
sitrabtle for the papers to be produneed
while the matter is sub judice.

The Commissioner goes on to say that if
Mr. Hickmnott indicates the information he
requires it will he supplied to him.

Mr. Taylor: Hle and the member for Kni-
goorlie can go down to the Railway Depart-
mnent together.

li-on. J. D. CO'NNOLLY (Honorary Min-
ister) : If the lion. member will only comn-
muniente with ine I will get the information
for him. Trhere is no objection to supply-
ing the information but it is not desirable
that tile papers should he p)rodulced. Whiat-
ever fault there is it does not lie with tie
State, which has tried to meet the Post-
master General's Department, hut the
trouble lies with the Commonwealth Gov-
eilnmeat.

'lie 'Minister for WSoik, : It has been that
for the last 16 years.

Hfon. J. D, CONNOLfLY (Honorary Minis-
ter) :That is so. If the lion. member will
indicate to me any i v articular information
that lie reqluires, if we can without prejudice.
giv~e it to him, it wvill be given.

'Mr. E. B3. JOHNSTON (Williams-Nar-
rogin) [7.45]: 1 wish to back up the re-
marks of the lion, member for Ping-elly
(Mr. Hickmott) so far as they relate to the
-arriage of mails on the new lines, and par-
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tituflarly the Yilliiaing-Kondinin line.
There is a large number of settlers out there
and there is at p)resent one train per week
each way. It is one of the few uistriets where
the area% under crop has increased during
tile past season. The hon. member did good
Service in voicing the grievance of these
people, who see the train come in wveek after
week but find it (does not carry any mails.
I[ would remind tie Honorary Minister and
the Commissioner that the railways of West-
emu Australia are owned by the people of tile
State. Surely the Postal Department and
the Stale Railway Department could meet
half-way and steps be taken to thle end that
these people shall no longer be subject to
their present inconveniences.

lon. J. 1). Connolly (Honorary 'Minis-
iecr) :'flier h]ate offered in some instances
to ctonvey tine mails for nothing, and they
are in fact carrying them for nothing.

Ailr. E. B. JOHINSTON: I should be
pleasedl if the kiiniater would give an assur-
nnee cc lat this course would he pursued as
rcu.ards flic Yilliniining -Iondinin line.
Tie Hlonoraryv Minister's remark sh ows that
the Jltway tiepartmcnt are prepared to
negotiate in a sympathetic amnner wvith the
Federal authorities with a view to Secu ringe
thlese eonveienees to the people.

Mr. 11 ICKM1OTT (Pingelly-in reply)
[7.181: It we could get the information
which the Honorary )Minister has told uts wce
call get. [ am satisfied. I only wrant the in-
fornmati(on, and if I can get that I am pre-
pared to Witlhdraw thle mnotion.

Motion hr leave withdrawn.

MOTION-FLAT RATE FOR CHAFF.

Order of the Day rostponed.

Order of the Day read for further con-
sideration of the motion moved by Ar.
Thomson (Katunninw). -Thm this House is
of opiinion that the principle of a flat rate
for chaff and other produce as laid clown by
tile Industries Assistance Board is not con-
sistent with justice, and strongly recom-
mends that for produce supplied to settlers
tinder the Act,, the market rates ruling at
the time of purchase be charged."

[35)

Bon. J. D3. CONNOLLY (Honorary Min-
ister-i'erii) [7.5U] : I move-

Tat the Order of the Day be post-
pulled.

Alr. Seadelar: W'hy do you not discharge
it-?

Miotion put and a division taken, with
tile following result:-

Ayes .. .. .. .. 24
Noes . .. . .. 12

Majority for 12

AYES.

Mr.

Mrt.

Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mi r.
Mr.
Mr.

Mr.

Mr.

Mr.

M.
Mr

,11:
Mt

Allen
Butcher
Con nolIly
Cunniogheam
Gardine,
George
Griffith.
liarawiel
Harrison
LI Ickmo It
Hodson

11 r.
31 r.
Mr.
3! r.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Air.
Mr.
MIr.
31 r.

;.It Jonston3
Lefroy

Niullany
Nulnsle
Nairn
Pies so
Robinson
Smith
S. Stubbin
Veryard
Wanibrogh

F. Wilson
MAle

(Tells,.)

NOES.
Angwin
Carpet, er
etc ston
Collier
Foley
Green
W.. Di. Johnson

Motion thlus passed;
postponed.

31 r.
NMr.
Ai r.
Mr.
.11r.

cadd an
Taylor
Uaderwood
Walker
Bolton

(Teller.)

Order of the Day

:IOTIjON-TRUST FUNDS ADMINIS-
T RATION, SELECT COMLMITTEE TO
INQUIRE.

Order of the Day read for further con-
sideration of tile motion moved by '.%r.
Smith, "That a select committee bie apl-
pointed to inquire into the administration
of trost funds, real estate, and personal
property controlled or managed by any
o~licer of the Supreme Court and Curator of
Intestate Estates, including estates which
iitav have been wound up during the past
10 Years."

Mr. SPEAKER: The question is that
the motion be agreed to. Before tile vote
is taikexi I wish to say that I understand
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from the Minister for Works
members are of opinion that
for the adjournment of th4
question before the House
Day No. 2, and the vote is
the motion which I have rea
I hope hon. members nder
tion.

Mr. Carpenter: How doe
fo r Works know how they

Mr. Hudson: He should
business.

Mr. SPEAKER: He is
SO.

Mr. Hudson: He is not
anyhow.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order!
for Works is quite entitle
question if he is in error bin

Mr. Bolton: He is always
niever anything else.

AMr. Hudson: What are w
Mr. Bolton: I have sirn

sheet, so never mind.
Question put and division

following result:-
Ayes
Noes.

Majority for

Mr.
M r.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mi..
Mr.
Mr.

Mr1.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
311.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.

Anse.
Angwl a
Butcher
Conniolly
George
Gr1ffifths
Hlckmnott
E.. B. Tohnaton
Letroy
Nairn,

NOES.

Carpenter
Chesson
Collier
Curningham
Foley
ore
Harrison
Hudson

Mt.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
My.

Mr.
V.r.
161r.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.

Question thus passed.
Ballot taken, and the follo

a select committee, namely:
cher, Heitmnn, Taylor, Wil
mover (Mr. Smith), with po

that some lion.
they are voting
e debate. The
s Order of the
to be taken on

persons and papers, to sit on days over
which the House stands adjourned, and to
report on 6th December.

d to the House. MOTION-BILLS INVOLVING EXPEN-
stand the posi- DITURE.

Proposed _New Standing Order.
~s the Minister Debate resumed from the 81h November
are v'oting? on thie motion moved by Mr. Carpenter-
mind his own ',I, That in the opinion of this House no

Bill should be introduced or considered if it
probably doing contains any provision which is an evasion

a .scholastrof Standing Order No. 3S7. 2, That the
a sc~oomaser, Standing Orders Committee be requested to

The initer prepare a newv Standing Order in accord-The initerance with the foregoing' resolutions."
d to raise the Mr. GARDINER (Irwin) [8.14]: I beg

inserr ;li to move an amendment-
in rrr;heis That all the words after "1that" be struck

e voting for? out and the following inserted in lieu:-
edteteller',s "The Standing Orders Committee be re-
ied thequested to frame for the consideration of

the House an amendment of the Standing
taken, with the Orders to provide that Bills involving the

expenditure of public moneys shall only
is be introduced by a Minister of the Crown."
15 1 think there is a desire in the House to,

3 as far as possible, protect the privileges of
the House, and see that when it comes to
money matters Ministers alone shall be re-

P5555. sponsible. Under these circumstances I think
Robinson the amendment will meet the views of the
Smilth lion, member for Fremantle (Mr. Carpenter)
S. Stubb, and other hon. members. My only desire is
Taylor
Veryard to protect the House and give to it the assur-
Wanabrougb arnce which I think the lion, member fried to
F. Wilson give in his motion.
Hardwlcc

(Teller.) Mr. WALKER (Kanowna) (8. 16] : I
do not think it is necessary to speak at
any length on the subject. Had it not been

W. D. Jobnson for the innovation under which the Govern-
mullany ment handed to a private member what is
MunSle purely a prerogative of the Crown, there
Seaddan
Underwood would not have been any question as to what
Walker the Standing Orders mean, and what the
Blolton constitutional practice of this and all other

(Teller.) Parliaments in the British Empire has been
ever since constitutional government has ob-

wing appointed tained. I do not think the question requires
-Messrs. But- argument, because when the innovation was
lmott, with the made it was under a sort of apology, and
wer to call for nobody seriously defended the course taken.
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It was a clear evasion of a governmental re-
sponsibility. It was not defended on con-
stitutional principles, but was defended
merely to meet the emergency. I hope we
shaU] stick to our principles and practices,
and to the constitutional law that has hither-
to prevailed. I trust the amendmnent wilt be
.carried.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL (Hon. R. T.
Robinson-Canning) [8.18] : I will support
the amendment. The original motion did not
touch the question that the amendment now
provides for. In a measure the amendment
jprovides for what the member for Fremantle
(Mfr. Carpenter) tried to say, but did not
know how to say. As a matter of fact, the
original motion was a reflection on the Chair,
because the hon. member moved, "That in the
opinion of the House no Bill should be in-
troduced which contains any provision that
is an evasion of the Standing Order.-" Of
course the Speaker would not lpermit a Bill
to be introduced which was an evasion of the
Standing Order.

M~r. Carpenter: As a matter of fact, he
did.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Therefore
it did not renuiire any motion to say that
the Speaker would do his duty. I urn per-
fectly sure that hie would do it and do it
very well.

'Mr. Carpenter: The Speaker declared the
Bill to he an evasion.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: No. he
said nothing of the kind.

Mr, SPEAKER: Order! The Attorney
General is not Jpermitted to discuss the
, Sneaker's ruling on a motion after the mat-
ter has been disposed or.

'Tle ATTORNEY GENERAL: I dto not
know that I was the guilty one. If so, I
ani sorry. At all events, there is little more
to he said on the question.

Mr. UNDERWOOD (Pilbara) (S.201: I
would ask the House to use a little caution
on this question. We have had before us a
Bill that was not altogether right, according
to the opinons of most of uis. If the motion
as amended be carried, and we get a new
Standing Order, we aire likely to find the
righlts and privileges of members curtailed.
Under the motion a Standing Order could
he framed which would prevent a private
miember introducing any Bill whatever. be-

cause there never yet has been a Bill that
did not involve the expenditure of money.

Arr. Taylor: That is not so.
Mr. UNDER WOOD: There is an expendi-

ture of money,. even in the printing of a
Bill,' to begin with. I would remind the hon.
imembher of the Shearers Accommodation Bill,
which involved ain expenditure on inspectors.
Are we going to lay it down that a private
member is not to be permitted to introduce
a Bill of that description? I warn hon.
members not to swing too far across and
take away the rights of private members.

Mr, Walker: That will depend on the
framing of the Standing Order.

Mr. UNDERWOOD: Exactly. I am put-
ting in a word so that when the committee
start to frame the Standing Order they will
know that they have something to come uip
against. It is of no use locking the stable
door after the horse has escaped. I suggest
to the Standing Orders Committee that in
trying to frame the proposed new Standing
Order they take particular care that they do
not whittle away the rights of members.

Mr. CARP ENTER (Fremantle - in
reply) [8.22] : I am glad the hon.
member has ttlered the warning. if

Ithoughtta th acceptance of the
amendment would be followed by the
acceptance of a Standing Order in accord-
aince with the amendment, I would certainly
oppose very strongly anything but the orig-
inal motion. flowerer, with the hon. mem-
ber's warning, and with the knowledge that
the Standing Order when framed will come
before the House for consideration, the
danger contained in the amendment is to
sonic extent removed. The Attorney General
became somewhat facetious at my expense,
and I ami not at all surprised that opposi-
tion to the motion as framed is centred in the
Treasury bench.

'.%r. Taylor: And largely in the Attorney
General.

Mr. CARPENTER: It is remarkable that
the Premier was very carefot to make it
clear that whatever blame attached to the
introduction of a certain Bill, upon which
the whole of this question has been raised,
did not attach to hhn or any of his col-
leagues, except the Attorney General.. The
Premier distinctly told the House that the
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Government ought not to be blamed for what
the Attorney General did,

The Premier: I said nothing of the sort.
Mr. CARPENTER: 'Well, Hansard says

you did. The lion, member distinctly de-
clared that what the Attorney General had
done as anl individnal in this matter the Gov-
ernament were not responsible for.

The Premier: No.
Mr. CARPENTER: Let thie hon. member

turn up his own words and satisfy himself.
The Premier:. Nonsense.
Mr. CARPENTER: I na not at all sur-

prilsed, either, that the introduction of this
motion has caused something like a flutter
in the Ministerial dovecote. I wish to repeat
that the present Government, or, to accept
the Premier's correction, the Attorney Gen-
cral, has been guilty of introducingy or at-
tempting tu introduce a practice in the
House which has been tried in the British.
House of Commons, where it was regarded
as highly dangerous, and where steps were
taken to prevent its recurrence.

The Attorney General: The Premier did
not say so, and the Attorney General did
not do what you accuse him of.

Mr. CARPENTER: I am somewhat as-
tonished at what was either gross negligence
on the part of the Premier or an attempt
to mislead the House. The bon. member
very freely declared that in quoting May on
this subject, as showing whbat was the prac-
tice in the House of Commons, I attempted
to mislead the House; and he at once took
up another anthority, namely, Todd's Par-
iunentary Government in England, and
pretended to quote from that something
which he asserted was a declaration of the
established practice in the House of Com-
mons. If the Premier had not told the
House that the honk had just been handed
to him there would have been only one
course open for me, namely, to declare the
Premier guilty of gross misrepresentationI

The Premier: WVhat is this?
Mr. CARPENTER: But the Premier had.

the book handed to him. Who made the
selection that he read, I do not know, but
I declare that the lines the Premier quoted
-from Todd in his endeavour to prove that
this practice was the practice of the House
of Coijimons, were quoted from pages which

were intended by that author to prove the
very olpposite and to declare how this prac-
tice had grown up in the House of Com-
mons, how its dangyer bad been recognised,
and what steps had been taken to obviate it
in the future. Referring to the practice of
introducing Bills with the proviso of which
we complained in connection with the Bill
introduced by the member for Katanning
(MrI. Thomson), a proviso that certain
Ihing-s should be done if Parliament makes
anl ap~propriation for that purpose, the Pre-
mier told us-

It was followving out the established
practice as laid down by Todd which takes
pliace in the House of Commons.

I wish to repeat, and I am going to prove,
that the Premier when lie used those words
had not read the whole ofl the section from
which he quoted; for, had he done so, his
own personal lion our would have prevented
him from making that quotation to support
the contention lie was putting uip.

The Premier: The portion that I read
certainly suplported my contention, did it
not?

Mr. CARPENTER: I have before me the
hook and the section from which the Premier
quoted. The section is headed, "Restrictions
upon Parliament in matters of supply." I
do not desire to weary bon. members by
quoting whole pages, but shall read merely
the pertinent portions. The section begin--

According to ancient Constitutional
doctrine and practice, no moneys can be
voted by Parliament for any purpose
,whatsoever excep~t at the demand and
upon the responsibility of Ministers of
the Crown.

That is the beginning of the paragraph
from which the Premier qu~oted.

In former times the mode of procedure
in obtaining grants of money admitted of
no expenditure. It left no opportunity
to any privat 'e member to introduce any
scheme of his own whereby any charge
could be made upon the people.
The Premier: I did not read that.
Mr. CARPENTER: It is part of the

section from which the Premier quoted, and
I am endeavouring to show that the author's
intention and purpose were the contrary of
what the Premier wrould make them appear.
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Mr. Bolton: The Premier k-new that, too.

Mr. CARPENTER: The writer proceeds
to show how this dangerous practice, which
is sanctioned by the lpresent Attorney Gen-
eral, crept in-

In the year 1705 this abuse became so
notorious that early in the nest session,
on 11th December, 1706, before any peti-
tions of this sort Could be again offered,
thie House resolved that it would receive
no petition for any sums of money relat-
ing to the public services but what is re-
Commended from the Crown,

Tfhle House of Commons at once recognised,
as I have asked this House t6 recognise,
the grave danger to itself and to the State
from the introduction of the practice which
I am seeking to remedy by this motion.
Later, the writer says-

BLut While the House of Commons has
invariably maintained the principle em-
bodied in the foregoing Standing Order-

That was a Standing Order adopted in order
to prevent the practice.

so far as directly applicable, the ingenuity
of members has discovered a way of prac-
tically evading iL.

History has repeated itself once more, and
the ingenuity of the ntenibers of 200 years
ago, or the record of their ingenuity, has
reached the present Attorney General. Un-
warned by the dauger which was then in-
curred, the Attoraey General has sought to
show how clever he is, as a young Attorney
General, by adopting a 200-years old prac-
tice and endeavouring to get this House to
proceed on the same dangerous lines as two
centuries ago were prohibited in the British
House of Commons. The writer further
says-

Where such Bills-
That is, Bills like the one we were discussing
when this question arose-

have originated with private members,
they have, as a general rule, all been pro-
ductive of great abuse by encouraging in-
judicious and extravagant expenditure.

This is the danger, and I want bon. members
to follow particularly the next few lines.

if the principle of the Bill obtains the
sanction of Parliament-

That is, without the necessary authority
from the Crown.

the faith of Parliament becomes pledged
to the outlay involved, and Ministers are
obliged to include in future Estimates dis-
tinct provision for it, and when the par-
ticular grant that is required to car-ry out
any such measure is brought forward in
Committee of Supply, any objection to its
lprinctile is commonly met by the asser-
tion that it is useless, if not unfair, to
opiJOse it at this stage, inasmuch as Par-
lianicut has already agreed that the pro-
posed vxpienditure ought to be incurred.

H1on. members will see from these quotations
how wrong the Premier was-

The Premier: I was not wrong.
Mr. CARPENTEiR: [[a selectiug a few-

sentences from this section.
The Premier: I do not think you are quot-

ing from the same portion as I wvas.
Mir. CARP1,3N'fER: I have the same hook

arid the same page.
The Premier: Why (10 you not quote what

I[ -read 9
Mr. CARPENTER: Whbat the Premier

quoted was simply the author's relation or
narrative of a practice formerly existing.

The Premier: You read my quotation, and
you will see where you are out of order, as
y-ou usually are.

Mr. CARPENTER: These are the words
which the Premier quoted from page

'['e Premier: I quoted whatever was
relevant to the Bill.

3lr. CARPENTER: The writer had been
referring to the very Bills of which I am
comlpliningn, and to their very dangerous
character. In the lines quoted by the Pre-
mier, however, the writer simply declares
wvhat was the practice which was then reme-
died by the adoption of a new Standing
Order.

The Premier: Read out what I read. I
read the Standing Order, too.

Mr. CARPENTER: The writer says-
But whatever might be the precise object
of these Bills, inasmuch as they establish
grounds of expense-

Let hon. members listen to thisi the Premier
quoted this-

they are an evasion of the Constitutional
rule-

I hope the Attorney General is listening,
because he declares there was no evasion.
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The Attorney General: That is quite
right. You do not understand what you
are reading; that is the point.

Mr. CARPENTER: The writer says-
are an evasion of the Constitutional
rule which forbids the grant of money
by Parliament except on the application
of the Crown.

That is wlint we are contending for, and
that is whlat the author is contending for,
and that is what the British House of
Commons accomplished by the Standing
Order referred to and by the abolition of
the practice.

The Premier: Please finish my quotation.
Mr. CARPENTER: I am going to finish

it. I have the Premier on the hip, and it is
no use for him to squirm or wriggle. The
quotation continues-

[n order to admit of the proposed grant,
although a direct violation of Constitu-
tional practice, Bills of this description
invariably contain a clause to this effect,
that the necessary expense to be incurred
thereby should be defrayed out of moneys
hereafter voted by Parliament.
The Premier: Yes, exactly.
Mr. CARPENTER : Exactly. The an-

thor is just simply' pointing out the trickery
adopted by private members and even by
Ministers of the da 'y to escape their ob-
ligation and to get round the Constitution.

Trhe Premier : No.
Mr-. CARPENTER: That is whlat the

nuihor's intention is here.
The Premier: That is the practice.
.Nr. CARPENTER: If the Premier had

read the whole of that section-
The Premier: I (lid.
Mr. CARPENTER: He would have

known-
Thme Premier: I dlid read the whole.
Mr. CARPENTER: He read those few

sentences only. He omitted what wvent be-
fore and what followed after. If the Pre-
mier had read in front of his quotation, or
after it, hie could not, as an honest man,
have tried to make the House believe that
the wvords lie quoted supported his conten-
tion at all. They destroy his contention.
They are up against his argument. They
went to p~rove altogether the very opposite
of wvhat the Premier wvas trying to make the
House believe.

The Premier : Go on and finish the quota-
(ion, lplease.

iiv. CARPENTER: I will read the whole
of the book if the Prcmier pleases. It is
real good skiff, If anything were wanted to
show the House ond the country to what
thle p~reseint Government have descended, or
-to accep~t the Premier's correction-to
what the present Attorney General has des-
cended, there could be nothing better than
voluminous quotations from this same hook.
I will just finish the quotation which the
Premier read-

The facility attending the introduction
of such Bills has frequently induced M1in-
isters themselves-

Like the Attorney General.
to take advantage of this mode of obtain-
ing the sanction of Parliament for their
legislative measure.
The Premier: Go on.
Mr. CARPENTER: Why should a Min-

ister, either 200 yenrs ago, or to-day, have to
lake advantage of subterfuges of this na-
ture?

The Premier: You said that this was not
dune in the house of Commons, and I
proved to you that it was done there.

Mr. CARPE~NTER: No. I said that it
"'as done in the British House of Commons
200 years ago, but tltat a private miember
introduced a motion to put a stop to the
practice. On. tile other hand, the Premier told
the House that it was still the established
practice of the British House of Commons.
'[lint is the point, and that, I say, is where
the Premier misled the House. To crown his
misrepresentation, he said that the member
for Frennantle had been guilty of misleading
thle House, when the misleading caine en-
tirely from himself.

The Premier: Nowv please finish the quota-
tion.

Mr. CARPENTER: I will. It is too
good to miss-

Noreove-. in certain circumstances, cud
wvithm a view to facilitate the progress of
public business, Bills of this class have
even been permitted to originate in the
House of Lords.
The Premier: There you are, you are

blown out.
Alt. CARPENTER: The Premier is get-

ting deeper and deeper into the mud. He
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does not quite see where he is getting to.
The adoption of this evasive practice, this
dangerous practice, was taken advantage of,
not by the Attorney General of the day,
but even by the House of Lords, by men who
have, and had, no right whatever to initiatle
money Bills. They followed that bad ex-
ample and introduced Bills containing this
dangerous proviso, got them through, ani
then looked to the Governament to brin
(lown the appropriation some time later.
Then, of course, they claimed, as the author
points out, "The House has adopted the
principle of the Bill, and it is not fair to
knock the Bill out now; the money is being
voted now as the Bill was passed a long time
ago andl endorsed; therefore rass the money
and let the appropriation go through." It

wsan absolute pic~e of trickery which
grew up two centuries ago, was abolishe.]
by resolution of the Home of Commons,
and is revived to-day by that young spring
chicken, the Attorney General. The Min-
ister for Works gets up and says, "Pretty
clever, was it not?"

The Minister for Works: I did not say a
word; but what about the amendment nowl

11r. CARPENTER: I am giving the quao-
tat ion. Have members opposite had enough
of itI? There is 1,lenty more.

The Premier: Did I quote all that?
Mlr. CARPENTER: lReferringr to the

same class of Bill, in the same section, from
which the Premier quoted, we have these
words--

Where such Bills have originated with
private members, they have, as a general
rule, been productive of great abuises--

That we have seen hiere. Let hon. mnemb ers
lis'en to this-

gre at abuses hy eneouratr-ing injudicious
and extravag-ant cx r enditure,

The writer proceeds to point out how this
danger was reognise-I, and what stes we:re
taken ig remedy' it bY the adoption of a rwwv
Standin- Order.

The Minister for Works: Now give us !!.e
amendment.

Mr. CARPENTER: The whole of that
section continues in the same s'rain, and if
the hon. member wants to understand ltce
danger which is involved in the evavive,
practice adonted bv th~e Attorney General,
T only ask him to take Todd and read for

himself particularly the sections from which
tne Premier quoted a few sentences. 1 zim
aware that the hion. member who has moved
this amendment desires the same object that
I had in view. The motion proposed levels
a charge against the Government which he
does not wish to sanction or support. I do
not hesitate to say that I submitted my
motion in the form I did because I believed
and still believe that the Government were
departing from Constitutional practice in
adofpting dangerous and evasive tactics, and
chat they were leading the House and the
country into danger. Believing that, I did
not hesitate to put my motion in the form
which would hring home both to i.inisters
and members and 1.o the country, my opinion
of what had been done. Personally, I do
not care whether the motion or the amend-
ment hie cairied, I repeat that the hon.
member who has moved the amendment has
the same object in view, with this qtzalifl-
cation, that it pdroposes to do sotrething
more than the member himself had in view
when he wrote the amendment, and with the'
reservation that the Standing~o Order when
framed shall he submitted to the Hou~e and
that the Standing Order shall preserve all
the rights of private members and at thie
same time insist upon the observation of all
the obligations of the Government, I leave
it to lion, members to say whe!her they will
support the mnotion or the amendment.

The PREMTIER (Hon. Frank Wilson-
Sus~sex) [8.48): 1 took exception to the
hion. member's motion because he introduced
it in an antagonistic srintl.

Yr. Cartrenter: Quite justifiahi v.
'l'he PREX JER: The motion is one of

censure upon a member of the Government.
Mr. Carrenrer: Exa-thy.
The PRE'IER: And as such I -was not

prepared to accept it, hut I told voni. Mfr.
Sp1,earker, and the Elovse before J sat down,
Hant I wais jrst as jealous as Any othecr n-em-

hoc- could be to preserve the control of
tinuncial matters in the liands of Parliament,
and that I would not object to taking a hand
in) the fraingn~ of an additional rule or
Standing- Orr'er to give fuller effect to that
conviction. I have not misquoted the hon.
mnemlber at all. He waxed iniivant in
repeating his cha-res to-nielht. If it -nveq
him anyv satisfaction, he is at liberty to do
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so as often as be likes and as often as the
rules of the Rouse will permit; but at the
same timne I must say that his charge against
wue of wilfully misleading the House is one
that I cannot accept in silence. I had no
intention whatever of misleading the House
and I contend I did not mislead the House
when I. quoted from Todd.

Mr. Carpenter: Then someone misled
YOU.

The PREMIER: I quoted Todd as re-
ported in Hansard, and as the bon. member
by much prompting on my part to-night has
re-quoted for me. By that quotation be has
substantiated my contention that he was
completely blown out in his argument. He
said that the House of Commons never did
a thing of this sort and would never allow
such a state of affairs to exist; it was far
and away above trickery such as had been.
exposed on this occasion. I proved to him
that the House of Commons had established
at custom to get over a C onstituztional prac-
tice by the very means that the member for
rcatannmng had adopted, and I went further
and said that whilst I had no concern, and
the Gonvernmuent had no concern, person-
ally, with the measure, that if it were curried
by Parliament and it became law, I shouldl
deem it my duty to bring down the neces-
sary appropijation accompanied by a mes-
sag-e from the Governor.

.1r. Llcitmnn: You are beaten.
)fr. Carp~enter: Yroi are climbing down.
Tfle PIEA11E311: That was the attitude

I took uip, and so far from being beaten, as
the honj. member puts it,' the motion moved
was dereated and, as the hon. member knows,
lie helped to pass out the Bill without any
debate. It was not my measure- I carried
out my pledge.

Mr. Carpenter: You slipped out of it.
The PREMIER: I did all in my power

to have the mneasure discussed. I objected
to the atitude which the hon. member took;
uip, when not content with the defeat of the
amendment which had been moved by the
member for Mt. Margaret and the subsequent
loss of the measure, he then tabled a motion
which was practically one of censure. The
amendment proposed by the member for
Irwin (Mr. Gardiner) is one that I men-
tioned I am quite willing to accept. I said
it was an abstract principle and I was pre-

panredl to agree to some motion of that des-
c~ripition. Bat that did not convey that the
Government had been guilty of any wrong
in conlnection with the measure introduced to
the House by the member for Katanning.

11r, Carpenter: The framing of this
Standing Order will prove that you are
Nv rung.

The PRE-1iER: On the contrary it will
prove we are right. It will prove that the
Speaker was right and that the House was
right and that the hon. member was wrung
in htis contention. It may prove,' if hon. mem-
bers accept the recommendation of the com-
mittee when it comes, that the House went
fuirther to safeguard its control over legis-
lation of this description, and I will not
blame them if an amendment in that direc-
tion is accepted. The hon. member will re-
mnember mny sa :ying that I was quite prepared
to take part in the framing of Standing
Orders in this connection as I wvas as jealous
as any other hon. member to safeguard the
control of financial matters by the Govern-
meat. That is the position briefly. Instead
of the hon. member casting innuendoes
against memubers of this Government and
against myself, and making charges of mis-
quotation1s; charges of nmisrepresentation and
accusing its of every crime in the calendar,
lie should gratefully and graciously accept
1ie support I have given him and gr-ate-
fully accept the amendment which the mem-
ber for, Irwin has moved, and which will at-
min his object without all the rancour and
vindictiveness which he has displayed.

Amendment put and passed.
Questioni, as amended. agreed to.

BILL-TRADING CONCERNS (No. 2).

Second Reading.
The MINISTER FOR WORKS (Hon.

W. J. George-M-~urray-Wecllington) ,7.58J,
in moving the second reading, said: Hon.
members will remember on the 4th Dle-
ceniher, 1012, the then Premier (Mr. Scad-
dan) introduced what wvas termed a Gov-
ernment Trading Concerns Bill, and in the
course of his remarks on the introduction of
that mneasure he spoke as follows:-

The Auditor General expressed an opin-
ion which has been frequently expressed
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in this House that the law should be
framed so that proper accounts of all
trading undertakings should be kept awl
submitted to Parliament. That is the de-
sire we have and a desire expressed at
some time by nearly every member of Par-
liament, but for some reason no Govern-
ment have previously taken the oppor-
tunity, perhaps through pressure of other
business, of lpresenting to Parliament a
Bill which would compel that desire to be
given effect to. The measure I have the
pleasure of introducing to-night is for
that pulrpose.

Then further on the then Premier said-
If we arc going to undertake these trad-

ing concerns we ought to be in a position
to show to the country exactly how they
stand1 at the end of the year, just as if a
company or a firm were operating themu.
We are placing these concerns exactly oa
the same basis as if they were run by a
private firm. I am also providing that
wvhere nwncy is found from the Consoli-
dated Revenue Fund to provide capital for
trading concerns, such as the Owalia State
Hotel, the department shall, in their books
debit interest as if the tern was utilis-
iag loan money.

I am making these referer. not with the
idea of reflecting upon the ner Govern-
menit, because .1. believe that y, like my-
self, bad the impression that the trading
concerns account measure, as placed before
us, filled the bill in the way that the tradin~g
concerns should be carried on, identically in
thie same way as a private business should
be carried on, but unfortunately the carrying-
on of those concerns has disclosed to the
officials controlling them that there are
many restrictions which binder the opera-
tion of them, and there are various condi-
tions in connection with the Audit Act
which render it diffioult to produce for the
House a proper statement of effairs. it
has been realised, regarding the trading
concerns under consideration, that they' are
not working on sound commercial lines, that
the financial operations as disclosed on the
Consolidated Revenue Estimates are not
correctly stated, and that it is not possible
to obtain a correct view of the financial
position of each concern.

Mr. E. B. Johnston: That is a must
serious charge.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I wvill
elaborate on that later on. It is not a
charge against the late Government.

Mr. Collier: It is due to the defects in the
Act.

The IISTER FOR WORKS: I said
at the comnnencemnent of my remarks that I
felt that the then Premier had the belief,
and that other members also had it, that the
Trading Concerns Act would give us what
we thought it would, that is, a proper state-
ment of accounts. I said I was not making
a charge against the Government, and I do
not propose to make a charge against the
late Government upon that particular line,
but wvith the experience of the years which
have gone by various defects have disclosed
themselves, and in order to remedy these
defects and pitt the trading concerns upon
a sound basis, this Trading Concerns Bill
which is before the House has been designed,
and it is thought will place them upon a

prprfoundation. It was recognised clearly
by the House at the time that although there
was a number of members who disagreed
with the idea of the Government entering
into trading concerns, it was, at any rate,
desirable that the trading concerns should be
placed upon such a footing that it would be
absolutely disclosed whether their operations
were ptrofitable or not, whether they were
doing what it was said they were expected
to do, and whether they were falling short
of the expectation that their authors had of
them. We maintain that if it is found that
the machinery in regard to the book-keeping
does not keep as full a check upon the con-
cern as it should do and that the House can-
not judge whether these trading concerns
are justify- ing themselves or not, some
arrangement should be made whereby the
House will be in full possession of the
facts. I have stated that it is not possible
to obtain a correct view of the position in
our trading concerns. One of the reasons
why this is not possible is as foflows :-take
the sawmills; in their statements of ac-
counts interest can only be charged under
the Act on £94,000 of the capital, and yet
to carry on this concern a capital has to be
provided of something like £050,000. We
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maintain, and I think every member wvill
agree, that if that concern had been started
by borrowing money from any one of the
baniks, the concern would have bad to pay
interest to the bank on every penny that it
obtained in order to carry on. It must
follow that unless that course is carried out
it will he impossible for people to arrive at
the correct position of these trading con-
cerns. Suppose an hon. member started a
trading concern with his own money. If he
is wise, although it is his own money, 'when
hoe is mnaking lip his accounts for the year,
lie will debit his profit and loss account with
the interest which the money would have
furnished had it been placed out on mort-
gage, or had it been lent to anyone else.
Then lie knows that the difference between
that and his profit and loss account tells
him what hie has made above the interest on
the money by his trading throughout the
year. If, instead of using his own money,
he had to borrow from the bank, then he
would have had to pay the interest to which
T have referred. Consequentl 'y his gross
profit must be reduced by the interest on
the money lie could have earned, or the in-
terest he has to pay in order to carry on.
This state of affairs was considered by this
Government, and I think possibly may have
been considered by the previous Govern-
ment, as not being entirely satisfactory. We
determined that an attempt should be made
to remedy this state of affairs and place the
concerns, whether we carried them on or
disposed of them, on sound foundations.
right through. In order to do that the
Colonial Treasurer and his Ministers dis-
cussed the situation and then called together
the Under Treasurer, the accountants, and
other officials who understand these ques-
tions, and -they were given instructions -to go
into the matter thoroughly and to draft a
Bill-after consultation with the Solicitor
General-which would carry out what we
have stated, namely, place these concerns on
the same basis as an outside concern. Fur-
ther than that it was found necessary that
the financial position of -the trading concerns
should he gone into more carefully and
placed fully before the House in this Bill.
If hon. members will turn to th e schedule
of the Bill they will find that there are five

columns. In the first of these the amount
of what is considered as the fixed capital is
given, then the amount of capital needed to
be used to carry on, the floating capital of
the trading concerns, and further, a sum of
money which it is considered advisable
should be placed to the credit of each of
these trading concerns as a sort of reserve
upon which to draw in case of need. In all
the instructions that were given it was stated
that the concerns should be placed upon a
sound commercial basis, similar to that of
an incorporated company, that the cash op-
eration should be shown on separate trading
concerns estimates, and that these estimates
were to be entirely distinct from the Con-
solidated Revenue Fund Estimates. That
means that, instead of including in his Bud-
get the gross receipts of each trading con-
cern on the one side and the full details of
expenditure or estimated expenditure on the
other, the Treasurer wodild bring to account
in the estimates of these different concerns
the estimated results of the year's trading.
Hon. members will see, if thef take the
clauses right through with me, that each
clause follows on one with the other, pro-
viding the machinery to build up the system
of accounts desired.

Mhr. .Angwin: They will have difficulty in
doing that.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: We are
going to try and succeed. If the hon. mem-
ber will help we cannot fail.

Mr. Angwin: Yon' are hound to fail.
The MlIISTER FOR WORKS: No, we

are not. With the hon. gentleman's help
we could not but succeed. Hon. members.
will see that the matter starts in this way.
The Bill comimences with the beginning of
the concern, its authorisation, then the pro-
vision of the money. and then follows clause
after clause whichi ensures that the ordinary
business working of the concern shall be in-
dicated to those who have to carry it on,
and indicated, we believe, with some amount
of success. Hon. membhers may notice that-
some of the trading concerns have been left
out. I will give a list of those and give the
reason why they hare been left out. They
are the Albany Cold Storage Works, the
Aborigines cattle station, the Government Re-
frigerating Works, the Kalgoorlie abattoirs,
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the metropolitan abattoirs and sale yards,
the Perth State markets, and the State dairy
farm at Claremont. These concerns are not
considered to be trading concerns in exactly
thle same sense as the sawmills or the State
Implement Works and have been so left out,
but the provisions which are included in the
Bill before the House would enable the op-
erations of this Bill to apply to these, so
far as it is found to be necessary in carrying
them out.

31r. Collier: The Bill also provides that
no new trading concerns may be established
without thle consent of Parliament.

The 'MINISTER FOR WORKS: it in-
tend to refer to that as I get on with the
Bill. It will be seen that thle initial differ-
eace between this Bill and the one which is
the Act to-day is that the Trading Act of
1912 wvas to apply to such Government
underlakings and such works and services
temporarily financed from public funds and
hereafter referred to as trading concerns.
as the Governor may by Order-in-Council
declare to be under and subject to the Act.
The meaning of that is that the Government
of the day could on their own initiative
start any trading concern that they feel
inclined to start without reference to
Parliament.

lvir. Green: Or its abolition without re-
ference to Parliament.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I do
not know about that.

Mr. Collier: They might sell without re-
ference to Parliament.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: They
could start a trading concern without
reference to Parliament. We on this
side of the House say that that view
is wrong; that if the State is to enter
into competition with its own taxpayers, the
representatives, of the p~eople in Parlia-
ment should have a voice in saying
whether or not such a concern should be
started.

Mr. Angwin: We had no voice in the
secret purchase of cattle.

Mr. Scaddan: Thle purpose of the? Bill
is to place the whole of these concerns in the
hands of the Legislative Council.

The MINISTER FOR 'WORK-S: The
hion. gentleman can say what he likes when
his turn comes.

Mr. Scaddan: Why did you not put
the railways in'

The M.ITNISTER FOR WORKS: I have
stated that the Tradling Act of 1912 per-
mnitted the Government of the day to start
any trading concerns that they chose with-
Out reference to Parliament. It will be
found in this Bill that no trading concern
can he started without first of all being
approved of by Parliament, and unless it
is started by funds which are appropriated
by Parliament. That is the great difference
between what has been the rule before and
what is now provided for. This Bill may be
properly divided into about three parts.
There is one jpart which provides for the
continuance of tradhing concerns as they are
at present, and also with the addition of
other trading concerns if Parliament should
think it is right and proper that they should
be dealt with. Another part provides for
the disposal, either by sale or lease, of any
trading concerns which are established at
present or hereafter may be established.

Mr. Scaddan: On whose approval
The MINISTER FOR W ORKS: The hion.

member will see that by the Bill.
Mr. Seaddon: Why do you not say so9
The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I am

coming to that clause later on. The other
part is to putt all the accounts on right
lines. The lion, member will see in reading
through the Bill that at the start it arranges
thnat certain trading concerns may be con-
tinued and carried on subject to the pro-
visions of the Bill. The trading concerns
which it is desired to bring under the Bill
are shown in the schedule, and if members
will turn the schedule, they will find not
only the names of the concerns, but full par-
ticulars indicating the fixed capital value.

Mir. Ang-Win: What do you call the fixed
capital value.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The
money actually expended in the concerns
against which interest is charged up to the
30th June.

Mr. Angwia: The figures supplied to mem-
bers do not follow your statement.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: They
may not, but it has to be remembered that
the balance sheets placed on the table of
the House are not audited, and they were
placed on the table on the distinct under-
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.standing that they were not audited balance
-sheets.

Mfr. Augwia: Are they audited yet.
The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I do not

think so.
'Mr. Scaddan: Then your figures should

cLorrespond with those in the Bill.
The 'MINISTER FOR WORKS: The

lion, member will understand if I put it in
this way. We called fixed capital the amount
wichl has been spent in plant and machinery.
railways. and various other things connec-
ted with the trading concerns- In the second
column is given what the actuaries who have
gone into the question have decided is the
amount which was in use uip to the
30th June, 1916; and the additional capital
placed in the next column is something to
come and go on, so that when the balance
sheets arc audited there may be some slight
alteration. but it will not he much and can-
not interfere with the trading concerns pro-
perly working under this Act. We also pro-
vide in this Bill with regard to the establish-
ment of trading concerns that Parliament
shall have a complete vpiee in conneetion
therewith?7

Mr. Collier: And a complete voice in dis-
posing of them?

The 'MINISTER FOR WORKS: We
shall deal with that further on.

Mr- Collier: It is an equally important
pointl.

11r. Afunsie: Give them enough rope and
they will hang themselves.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I do not
care whether you lhang Mfinisters or whether
you hang members of Parliament, but do not
hang up this Bill, because it is needed in
order to em-ry on the concerns. We must
curry them on until we sell them. If the
House is satisfied that this Bill is an honest
endeavour so far as the accountants have
been able to make it to put the concerns on
at proper basis, then members will support
the Hill.

Mr. Underwood: Are they on a wrong
basis now?

The MIINISTER FOR WORKS: I
think so.

Mr. Underwood: You are a pretty bad
Judge.

The2I1NISTER FOR WORKS: No
doubt; but so far as that is concerned the
House may judge on the point. That re-
mark arises. merely from the exuberance of
the lion, gentleman's good nature. We not
only say that these concerns shall not eon-
tinue unless expressly authorised by Parlia-
ment, but we also give a definition of what a
trading concern really is, that it shall he car-
ried on with a view to making pro fit, and to
producing in competition with other busi-
nesses. WVe think it is as well to place ab-
solutely clearly in this Bill what the objects
of a trading, concern really are,

Mr. Taylor: Are not the railways a trad-
ing concern?

The 'MINISTER FOR WORKS: Yes, but
they are under a different Act, This Bill has
nothing- to do with the railways. Members
will see by another clause that all moneys
to be used in trading concerns must be ap-
propriated by Parliament. There is no re-
ference to the -railways in the schedule to
this Act.-

Mr. Taylor: But this Bill indicates that
the railways are trading concerns.

M~r. Scaddan: What will you do about
trading at Rottuest?

The MI1NISTER FOE WORK S: When
we are dealing with the question of trading
at Rotrnest I hope to be in the positon of
tellingy the hion. member. We are not deal-
nfg with that question now, but with the trad-
ing concerns mentioned in the schedule. This
Act will allow of the establishment of other
trading concerns.

Mfember: What if the Bill does not pass?
The 11INISTER FOR WVORKS: If the

BiUl does not pass, then they cannot be dealt
with, and, judging by the attitude of the
hon.. member, hie evidently wishes that the
Bill shall not hie p)assed.

Mr. Scadd an: By this Bill you are placing
the control of the affairs. of the State in the
hands of the Legislative Council.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The
hion. gentleman is entitled to take that view
if he chooses, but there is nothing in the Bill
to show it.

Mr. Seaddan: There is, and you know it
absolutely.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I defy
the hoa. gentleman when he speaks on the
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Bill to justify that statement. -Members will
find that in dealing with the trading concerns
wre put i hemt on exactly the same plane and
subject to the same conditions as ordinary
traders outside. Members will see by Sub-
clause (5) of Clause 6 that-

No petition or right or other proceed-
ing shall be presented to or maintaine-d
against the Crown for any matter in res-
pect of which any action may be brought
against a Minister, under this section.

Therefore we are placing the different trad-
ing concerns in the position that they may
be stied at common law in just the same way
as an ordinary trader. We are, as one lion.
member has suggested, going the whole hog
in order that the whole of the trading con-
cerns may be put upon a piroper bas. Then
it is proposed to establish in the Treasury a
banking account.

Mr. Angwin: Will that be uinder the con-
trol of the 'Minister also!

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The
Colonial Treasurer will establish a banking-
account in the Treasury and on that account
eacti trading concern will require to issue
its cheques and pay its debts, insteiid of hav-
ing an account curr-ent at the Commonwealth
Bank or any other bank. This will give the
Treasurer a better rip on the finances of
the trading concerns and lie will be able to
see whether they are over-running the con-
stable or not. By placing this account with
the Treasurer, who is also usually the Pre-
mier, be is enabled to deal with the Minister
controlling trading concerns in just the samne
way as the manager of a bank deals with a
firm on his books whose overdraft is reach-
ing its limit.

.Mr. Taylor: I read it that that is not so.
The "MINISTER FOR WORKS: I am

speaking plainly and I do not wish you to
read anything into my Wvords. I am. not here
for the purpose of casting mud at the trad-
ing concerns or at our predecessors, but with
the object of explaining the plain provisions
of a business Bill. TPhis banking- account
to be opened in the Treasury by the Colonial
Treasurer will have money placed to its
credit, but that money must first be appro-
priated by Parliament; and Parliament will
have an opportunity of discussing the trad-
ing concerns every time a question of cash
comes up. It will place the trading concerns

in an exactly similar position as lion. mem-
bers dealing with a bank who find they re-
q~lire further advances. They have to go to
the bank manager and ask for an extension
of their accommodation.

Mr. Taylor: Then the -Minister will need
to he at the door of the Treasury every
week.

The MI1NISTER FOR WORKS: I do )tot
think there will he any necessity for such a
travesty of foolishness. It is foolish to sug-
gcst that the 2ilinister will require to be
knocking ait thie door of the Treasury every
week. There is no intention whatever of
that. Sufficient capital will be placed to
the credit of the concerns, and as their
money comes in and they pay it out they
have Ihis money to work on, just as is the

caewith ordinary trading concerns. It is
provided that should occasion arise in which
further moneys arc required thtan are appro-
priated by Parliament, the Colonial Treas-
urer may make temporary advances.

Mr. Scaddan: That is a contradiction of
what you said just now. You said that
they could not draw until Parliament had
appropriated the necessary money and you
now say that the Treasurer may make ad-
vances.

[The Deputy Speaker (Mr. Carpenter) took
the Chair.]

The 'MI-NiSTER FOR WORKS: What
I have stated is correct. It is provided fur-
tlier thtit at the end of each half year there
shall be debited to the bankiug account of
celi trading concern such an amount as
shall be deeided by the Colonial Treasurer
to be equitable as interest and sinking fund
contribution. This will be debited in the
sanmc way as interest is debited in a bank.
Under (he Local Inscribed Stock Act the
half per cent. sinking fund is not charged
against works unci four years after the loan
has bee raised, but this Act will permit of
this debit being placed against a trading con-
cern, immediately it is started, which is as it
should be instead of having as now to wait
for four years.

M)r. Scaddan: Why the difference?
The M1INISTER FOR WORKS: Be-

cause if we are to place the trading concerns
on the same footing as other trading con-
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cernts outside it has to be remembered that
those outside concerns would be charged uip
with all their expenses right from the start
and( not after waitinug four years. Does the
hon. gentleman mean to say that in connec-
tion with outside trading concerns a banker
would suspend the payment of interest for
four years until I he concern has had a pro-
per start, or that the ordinary trading ac-
Counts would be held over for four years?

-IMember: What about the interest on capi-
tal?

The MlINISTER FOR WORKS: The
shareholders have to do wvithout their di vi-
dends, but tile expenses of a concern are de-
bited from the starting of the business.

M1r. Thomas: Where does interest in share-
]iolders' capital come in. I an questioning
your business acumen.

The MINI STER FOR WORKS: The
lion. member has yet to prove his business
capacity; 1 have already proved mine.

Mir. Thomas: You think so. Your bus-
iness acumen is not apparent from this Bill.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: If the
hon. member w'ere as solid as I on the matter
of finance he might be entitled to speak.

Mr. Thomas: What do you know of my
finances!

The MJINISTER FOR WORKS: No-
thing; I only know you are foolish. The
Bill provides that interest on the daily bal-
ances, to be appropriated out of consoli-
dated revenue shall be charged up in the
books of the trading concerns. The amount
of such interest will be made up half-yearly
and carried to the debit of the different
trading concerns. The rate of interest will
be fixed by the Colonial Treasurer. Another
clause enables the Treasurer to effect ad-
justments between departments and the trad-
ing concerns. Ca the establishment of a
trading concern, it may be that a depart-
ment has surplus plant or machinery which
would be useful to the trading concern; and
the clause will enable the necessary adjust-
ment between such department and thetrad-
ing concern to be made.

Mr. Angwin: Will the Treasurer have
power to make the other departments pay
their accounts?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: We
shall have that, of course.

Mir. Thomas: The hon. member seems to
be getting into a tangle.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I am
not getting into a tangle. It is the lion.
member's lack of intelligence.

Mr. Thomas: That is the only class of
interjection the hon. member is capable of
making.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: This
clause enables the Treasurer to make ad-
justments between the department and the
trading concern in connection with the trans-
fer of plants. It is simply a plain method
of enabling the officers to carry on their
business. Ministers will have nothing to do
with it. It is merely an adjustment as be-
tween, say, thle Works and the Railways.
The Railways may have a locomotive which
the Public Works require for a trading con-
cern, and if there be any difficulty of ad-
justment between the officers it shall he
referred to thle Treasurer, who will act as
an arbitrator.

Mir. Angwin: The Railways will want
more for an old locomotive than for a new

The NlINISTER FOR WORKS: I ant
not surprised. A few of the lessons which
I laid down while there have borne fruit
splendidly. The next clause to be referred
to provides that all moneys placed to the
credit of an account in the books
of the Treasury for the capital expenditure
or working expenses of a trading concern
shall be withdrawn by imprest or certificate
as provided in the regulations under the
Act. Under this clause the Auditor General
retains his full powers. At present all
the vouchers have to go to the Treasurer,
and that necessitates the keeping of dupli-
cates in the trading concerns for reference.
Under the provisions of the Bill that will
be unnecessary. It will be for the Auditor
General to see that the money provided has
come from its proper sources and the total
debit there may be in the Treasury books
can be followed up in the books of the trad-
ing concerns. Instead of the vouchers hav-
ing to go to the Treasurer, as at present,
duplicating work and causing endless
trouble, they will be kept by each trading
concern and will have to be produced
to the Auditor General for him to
verify and cheek and deal with. This will
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save a great amount of trouble in the Trea-
sury and in the trading concerns and will
not whittle away by one iota the proper
powers which the Auditor General has in
this conevtion. Section 7 of the Act has
been introduced as Clause 12 of the Bill.
It dleal with funds that may be in hand and
not required at the time by the trading con-
cern. It enables the Treasurer to make use
of such funds and place them out at interest
in order that they may earn some money.
Section 11 of the Act is also reintroduced in
the Bill. It deals with the depreciation of
the assets of trading concerns. It provides
that this shall be dealt with by the Trea-
surer. Of course that meaas, dealt with on
consultation with the various officers, by the
aid of the experienced men whom the Trea-
surer has at his command. It provides for
a uniform system of dealing with the assets
of the different concerns so that the rate of
depreciation may be fixed on a fair basis in
order that the one trading concern mnay not
have one system while another has 'another.
It takes them all as, belonging to the State,
and provides that the one system in regard
to depreciation shall apply.

Mr. Scaddan: Where does it state that?
The MINISTER FOR WORKS: In

Clause 15.
Mr. Seaddan: I do not see it there.
The MINISTER FOR WORKS: That

is the meaning of it, anyhow. In Section 13
of the Act there appeared the word "Minis-
ter!' We have removed that and inserted in
lieu "Colonial Treasurer," because different
Ministers deal with the different concerns,
one having one and one another, and each
may have a different view of the value of
the depreciation. However; by placing it
all under the Treasurer that Minister is put
in the position of an arbitrator.

Mr. Scaddan: Who is going to advise him?
The MINISTER FOR WORKS: He

will get his advice from the different trading
concerns and by means of his officers. He
will be able to institute one system.

Mr. Scaddan: That is what happens now.
Mr. IV. D. Johnson: Have another try.
The 3MINISTER FOR WORKS: No; it

is correct -as I have stated it.
M~r. Scaddan: Try and make some virtue

out of it.

The M1INISTER FOR WORKS: It
would be a big job to make virtue out of the
lion, gentleman. He lost it all in his recent
troubles.

'Mr. Scadd an: You never had any.
The 11INISTER FOR WORKS: The

next clause provides for annual estimates of
revenue and expenditure to be submitted to
Parliament separately from the Consolidated
Revenue Estimates. The Act provided that
they should be part of the Consolidated Re-
venue Estimates. The object of the clause
i6 to show to Parliament what it is antici-
pated will be thle scope of business during
the year, and the anticipated result of the
trading.

Mr. Scaddan: Did not we show the same?
Tine MINISTER FOR WORKS: The

lion. membcr and his colleagues had not
acumnien enough to show anything but a de-
kiit, and they gloried in it.

Mr. 'Munsie: Your Government are not
shlowing anythiing else.

Mr. Angwin: It will all depend on the
trading.

Thne MINISTER FOR WORKS: That
is true. In any trading concern at the start
of the year one cannot tell what trade will
be done. One has to use his experience to
guide him as to a fair estimate to lay before
his bankers. All that any one can do in re-
gard to trading concerns is to place before
Parliament what one honestly believes thle
result of thie year's trading will prove. We
have the same position in regard to the State
Implement Works. N.o man can tell how
many harvesters will be required- during the
year, but he can use his judgment, guided
by former experience.

Mr. Harrison: Even if he over-supplies, it
is an asset.

The MIINISTER FOR WORKS: That
may be so, but the hon. member was refer-
ring to the estinates of profit. Although
assets in stock, they would not he put in at
sale price. There would be the difference
between manufactured cost and reatlisation.
Therefore, all that can be done is to frame
an estimate of what the profit is likely to be
from work done and what numb~er of
machines are likely to be sold.

Mr. Seaddan: It is like squeezing a lemon
into soda wvater.

951



[ASSEMBLY.]

Theo MINISTER FOR WORKS: The
next clause deals with die revenue receipts
of the trading concerns in connection with
thie working expenses. If the revenue re-
ceipts of any trading concern are insufficient
to mneet thie money that has been paid out
during the financial year the deficiency shall
be provided out of the working capital
shown in the schedule of the Bill or pro-
vided by Parlinmentary app)ropriation, as
the case may be. Another clause provides
that if the funds, including working capital
of any trading concern are insufficient to
mecet requirements during the financial year
the deficiency may be Lprovided from the
appropriation "Advance to Treasurer."

Mfr. W. D. Johnson; What change do you
make there?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS:. I do
not know that there is much change there.
It is Section 16 in the Act. We are taking
the good points out of the Act.

Air. W. D. Johnson: W'hy take up our
time by explaining what is already in the
Act?7

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Be-
cause othler members desire it.

The Premier: I want it explained.
Mir. Scadd an: You are giving a Commit-

tee explanation of the clauses.
The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I am

trying to explain the Bill so that the House
may understand it. One thing you did was
to throw dust in the eyes of the people. I
am trying to take it out. The purpose of
the clause is this, that if the collection of
accounts should be delayed there is likely
to be a shortage of cash-

Mr. Scaddan: Not with the present Gov-
ernment.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I do
not know whether it is in the Standing
Orders, Sir, but I wish to God that you
could put a cork in that man's mouth.

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! I
must say I think the Minister is inviting the
interruption.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Any-
how I am getting it. However, I shall go-
through with this teak if I have to stand
here all night. Although this clause is
taken from the Act it is not a bad clause.
The gentlemen opposite are endeavouring
to prevent the public getting the information

it is entitled to. If dust were to be thrown
in the eyes of private shareholders in the
way it was thrown into the eyes of the
public by the gentlemen opposite, and the
same process of law could be taken, those
gentlemen would not be here to-night. The
directors of any private company who tried
to throw dust, as the hon. gentlemen did,
would have to be dealt with differently from
the way in which members of Parliament are
dealt with.

.1r. Angwin: Tile balance sheet you issued
shows that the position is very different from
that.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: If it
should happen that the funds that have to
be collected do not come in fast enough to
provide sufficient liquid funds to enable the
concerns lo g-o on-or in regard to other con-
cerns, such as the saw mills or the State im-
plement works-where it is necessary to pro-
duce stock to keep tile mn working, the
Treasurer has an opportunity of finding
sufficient funds to enable this to he done.

Air. Scaddan: Well, did I aot do so?

The 1-ISTER FOR WORKS: I do
not think tile hion. gentleman would do any-
thing. His transactions in the Nevanas case
show tIhat hie knows nothing.

Mr. Seaddan: And yours in respect to
the Black Swan Foundry-

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: They
were honest.

IMr. Scaddan: At all events mine were as
good as yours.

The MlINISTER FOR WORKS: The
next clause deals with profit and loss account
and provides that if there should he any
excessive profits not required in the busi-
ness the Treasurer can have them paid into
Consolidated Revenue. I expect every mem-
ber devoutly hopes that such a position of
affairs will come about.

Air. Munsie: The Treasurer has had a fair
amount out of them up to date.

Mr. Angwin:- Would it not be better to
pay that into a suspense account?

Tile MINISTER FOR. WORKS: The
next three clauses are practically the same
as the sections appearing in the Act.
As hon. members opposite do not wish to
have them referred to, I will pass them
by. The next clause, in part, represents an
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old section, but contains considerable new
matter dealing with the Auditor General.
While the clause retains to the Auditor
General all the powers he exercises under
the Audit Act of 1904, it also enables him
to carry on a continuous audit, or a con-
tinuous investigation, if he so desires. In
certain resJpects the provisions of the Audit
Act do not apply to these business concerns.
On that point I will give an explanation
later. The present clause will enable State
businesses to deal with the changing situa-
tions of buying and selling pnd mainu,
factoring. As things are Linder the Audit
Act, the moneys allocated to the trading
concerns can be applied only to purp)oses
which are specifically stated. Thus, if it
should happen in the conduct of the business
that the scope of those purposes has not
been made sufficiently broad, either the
business is hampered and checked or else
an apparent illegality has to take place.
In the latter case thie Auditor General is
compelled to report infractions of the
Audit Act or of the regulations thereunder,
and step~s have to be taken to free those
responsible from the consequences. if
the clause is passed, it will allowv the State
businesses to be conducted exactly on the
samne system as private businesses; and
thus a great many shackling conditions
applying to other departments-which con-
ditions no doubt are necessary, being in the
Audit Act, but which check and hamper, by
their want of elasticity, the conduct of
trading concerns-will be abolished. . It is
laid down here as mandatory that thie Audi-
tor General shall arange for a periodical or
a continuous audit of the accounts; and I
believe be has already adopted that course
with several trading concerns, if not with
all of them.

Mr. Angwin: I hope the Auditor General
will be able to give better reports than he
has been giving in the past.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I sin-
eerely join in that hope. I had consider-
able experience of Mr. Spencer and of the
present Auditor General when I was Com-
missioner of Railways, and I found the
regulations under the Audit Act very irk-
some. The regulations under the Audit Act
are not adapted for carrying on buying and

selling concerns such as the implement works
and the State sawmills.

Mr. Angwin: The Auditor General ought
to be able to tell, when money is spent, what
it has been spent on; but he cannot do it.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The ex-
isting Act provides that annual accounts
shall be submitted to Parliament. Under
this Bill it is proposed that the accounts
shall he laid before both Houses of Parlia-
ment on or before the 30th September in
each year, if Parliament is then sitting, or
else early in the next ensuing session.

Mr. Collier: They have not been able to
do that in past years.

"The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I am
not blamning the Government in that respect.
Naturally, there are difficulties. This year
'ye met those difficulties by placing what
were practically unaudited balance sheets on
the Table of the House.

Mr. Seaddan: That is not right.
The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The

object was to give information to bion, mem-
bers. It was expressly stated that the ac-
counts had not been audited, and that they
were laid on the Table only for the purpose
of giving lion, members early information.
1. have not got the accounts audited yet.

Mr. Scaddan: But what will happen in
the event of the Audit Department not being
able to comply with this clause?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: In that
case the accounts will have to be broughlt in
during the next ensuing session.

Mr. Scaddan: But, in that case, why have
the clause at all?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Because
we think it is necessary. The hon. gentle-
inan can knock it out if he likes.

The Premier: It is the same as in the
articles of association of a company, which
provide that there must be an annual meet-
ing before a specified date.

Mr. W. D. Johnson: And if that annual
meting is not held, what happens?

The Premier: There might be trouble
then-an action at law, perhaps.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I be-
lieve-possibly I am too hopeful-that the
audited accounts will be laid on the Table
of the House next session before the 30th
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September. Every effort will be made to
do it, and 1 think it will be accomplished.

Mr. Seadd an: Why was it not done this
year I

The MINISTER FOR WORKS:- Becauseo
the lion, gentleman retained office so much
longyer than we desired him, and so we had
not time or a proper opportunity. The boa.
gentleman has been absent from the House
for some time, and hie evidently has not read
up the recordls. I advise him to study them.

Mr. Seaddan: But the Auditor General
makes the report.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Exactly.
Mlr. Scaddan: And you do not control

him.
The MINISTER FOR WORKS: No: 'but

we gekhiis loyal assistance.
Mr. Seaddan: The report is not here now.
The MTINISTER FOR WORKS: A copy

was laid on my table to-day.
Mir. Seaddan: It is not here now; and

this is November--not the 30th September.
The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Things

got into such a slough of despond.
Mr. W. D. Johnson: The Auditor Gen-

eral's, Department are slow and incompetent,
are they t

The MINISTER FOR WORKS,. Are
they?

Mr. W. D. Johnson: You implied that.
The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I did

not say anything of the sort. I do not want
words put into my mouth.

Mn. W. D. Johnson: The Auditor Gen-
eral is the servant of this House and not
your servant.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I know
that. The hon. gentleman is agin attempt-
ig to put words into my mouth. Clause 26
deals with thie transfer of assets, providing
for the event of the neicessity of adiustment
between one department and another. It is
perfectly clear and requires no explanation.
A elaLiSe Which I will have to leave
for a moment is the clause empower-
jugp the Government to dispose of assets.
The remaining clauses explain themselves
clearly. There is en arrangement under
which the Treasurer acts as arbitrator in
the event of a dispute between a trading
concern and a Government A epartment.
There is also power provided for the Gov-

ernor-in-Couneil to make regulations for the
carrying out of the provisions of this mea-
sure.

Mr. AV. D. Johnson: Now Clause 25,
That settles it. There are no other clauses.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Clause
25 provides that the trading concerns may
be sold. The policy of the late Government
was to establish these trading concerns. The
policy of the present Government is not to
establish trading concerns under the same
conditions as thle old Government did. The
policy of the present Government is to dis-
pose of' those trading- concerns to the best
advanta ge in the interests of the whole of
the country. If we can sell them advantage-
ously-and the conditions are being ar-
ranged 11ow--

Mr. Scaddan: Why do you not make
provision here for disposal of the funds
which will result from the sale of the trad-
ing concerns? What will you do with the
money wyhen you sell the concerns?

The M1INISTER FOR WORKS: Let the
leader of the Opposition turn to Clause 26.
The necessary provision is wade there.
However, if anything has 'been omitted from
the Bill, I shall be glad to have the hon.
gentleman's assistance. I ask for assistance,
and not for carping criticism.

Mr. Munsie: Why do not you give Par-
liament. ain opportunity oif saying whether
the trading concerns should be disposed of
or not?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: That is
a debatable question, which the bon. mem-
her can raise when the time comes. The
Government intend to sell the trading con-
cerns, at the same time conserving the best
interests of the State. If the Government
cannot sell them, they want to lease them.
If they cannot lease them, the trading con-
cerns must be carried on, hut not under the
sa me sy' stem of management as at present
obtaining.

Mr. -MUnsie: f know who will get the
brickworks, anyhow.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: It will
he the business of the Government, if we are
givenL the power, to frame a scheme for the
carrying on of these business concerns in
the best interests of the State. The scheme
will, if necessary, be submitted to Parlia-
ment. I do not engage that it will he sub-
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mitted, however. A scheme will have to he
prepared to alter the arrangcmcnt under
which the trading concerns are carried on
at the present time. It is absolutely silly to
expect any Minister to take over a huge
concern like the State sawmills, and occupy
the responsible position of general manager,
and carry on such a concern-with all his
other duties and the other business concerns
-and come out with anything like success
or with any beneft to the State.

Mr. Munsie: No one has expected the
Minister to do that in the past.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: We
must put the management on a proper basis.

Mr. O'Loglileu: You have a general man-
ager of the State sawmills.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: We
must have a schemne by which the interests
of the State will be adequately conserved.
If the State sawmills belongZed to the timber
combine or to any big timber people, and
the concern required reorganising, the pro-
prietors would never dream of appointing
to the managership anyone who could not
give practically the wvhole of his time and
energy to it. 'With the trading concerns as
they are to-day, we expect the 'Minister-
who may have sonic experience, or may not;,
that is a quiestion on which members must
form their own opinion-to take charge of
such enterprises as the implement works, the
State sawmills, And the brickworks, with. A
total capitalisation of one and a-quarter
millions. The Minister is expected, by means
of occasional visits, to carry on those con-
cerns properly. That is absolutely unfair
to the State. It is unreasonable to make such
demands on the Mtinister, and it is not in
the interests of the trading concerns them-
sielves.

M1r. Munsie: The capitalisation is not ]%
millions.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I see I
have made a little mistake of £18,000. The
hon. member would not make me a liar for
that amount.

Mr. Munsie: It is more than that.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The
capital grand total is £1,232,331.

Mr. Munsie: You said a million and a-
quarter for three of them.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: There
are 10 concerns there.

Mr. M lunsie: You mentioned three.
The Premier: He did not say three.
Mr. Mansie: He did.
The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I will

not quarrel with the hion. member. Let
me take the three concerns, the sawmills, the
brickworks, And the implement works. The
tota] capita] of these is BS00,000. I say that
it is silly to expect a Minister with limited
time at his disposal to give full and neces-
sary attention to the supervision and the dir-
ection of concerns such as those with a eapi-
to]l of £800,000.

Mr. M1onsie: They have a manager.

The WMINISTERI FOR WORKS: Exactly,
but the responsibility has to he taken by the
Mlinister. WVhen the member for North-East
Fremantle, Air. Angwin, occupied the posi-
tion of the M Ninister for Works, he looked
upon those concerns as I am doing, namely,
with a sense of personal responsibility. No
one will deny that. The hon. member was
interested in them as far as his experience
went, lust as muich as I am interested in
them as far as my experience goes. And it
is impossible to expect a 11inister to assume
responsibility in regard to those three con-
cerns, with a capital of £800,000, bearing in
mind the very limited time a Minister of the
Grown has to devote to such institutions.

Mir. Collier: Look at the capital involved
in the railway system.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The
hon. member is drawing a parallel which
does not apply. The railway business is
controlled by a Commissioner, who devotes
the whole of the time at his disposal to the
concern.

Mr. Scaddan: What is the capital; about
EI16,000,000 9

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: That
does not matter. fluring the time I was
Commissioner of Railways I made an effort
to bring about a hoard of three to control the
railways, and I still think that three com-
missioners are necessary to conduct that con-
cern. But the point I am trying to make is
that the Commissioner is able to devote the
whole of his time to the management of the
railway system, and be does tnot have to
attend Parliament. I have tried as far as
I can to give an honest explanatioii of the
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Bill as it appears to me. The measure has to
be divided practically into three parts. There
is the continuance of the present affairs,
there may he the addition of others, and
there is the putting of the bookkeeping and
financial affairs unuder a proper form, while
there is also the question which hon. members
may debate amongst themselves regarding
the disposal of those concerns.

Mr. Foley: Which hat is the pea under?
The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I do not

know wvhat the lion. member means.
Mr. Thomas: He reckons you are playing

the political thimble and pea game.
Mr. Heiitmaun: It is the first ltime you

have been beaten.
The MIlNISTER FOR WORKS: I do not

know anything about it. The Bill is there
for lion, members to consider. I hare tried
to make a clear statement of the position.
I move--

That the Bill be now read a second time.
Mr. ANOWIN (North-East Fremantle)

[10.5]: 1 move-
[That the debate be adjourned to Tues-

day, 21st November.
Motion put, and a division taken with the

following result-
Ayes .. - .14

Noes is.. .. 1

Majority against

AYES.

Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
BIr.
Mr.
Mr.

Angwln
Carpenter
Cbesrori
Collier
Foley
Green
Heltrnann
Holman

Mr. Butcher
Mr. Connolly
Mr. Gardiner
Mr. Oeorge
Mr. Harrison
Mt. Lcfroy
M r. Male
Mr. Nairn

Alr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Air.
Mr.

W. 1). .Tobnson
Aluale
Scuddan
ThomaLs
Underwood
Taylor

(Teller.)

NOES.

Mr. Fleece
Mr. flobineon
Mr. Switb
Mr. S. Stubbs
Mr. Wansbrougb
Mr. F. Wilson
M r. Hardwick

(Teller.)

Motion thus negatived.
On motion by Mr. Seaddan, debate ad-

journed.

House adjourned at 10.10 p-im.

leoiative Cowicil,
Thursday, 161h Novem?1ber, 1916.
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The PRESIDENT took the Chair at 4.30
pam., and read prayers.

PAPERS PRESENTED.
By the Colonial Secretary: 1, Return of

Insurance Companies. 2, Alines Regulation
Act new general rules.

BILL-WHEAT' MARKETING.

Second Reading.

Debate resumned from the previous day.
Ron. C. SO-MMERS (Metropolitan)

[4.36)]: The excellent speech delivered by
Mr. Baxter on this Bill last night, I think,
made the mneasure thoroughly familiar to
members. Air. Baxter pointed out many
defects in the Bill and put forward a good
case for a select committee. I have much
pleasure in supporting the appointment of
one. The dealings of the pool with the last
harvest disclosed many detects, and we wish
to avoid the mistakes of the past. As it is
impossible in the time at our disposal to
deal with this Bill in ordinary Committee,
I think the only way to meet the wishes of
the producers, and also those of the con-
sumers who are interested in the establish-
ment of the pool, is to refer the measure
to a select committee. These pools, I may
remark, seem to have come to stay. I un-
derstand it is the desire of the producers
ge nerally that there should be some unifor-
mity in the agreements existing in the
various States. I support the Bill, and shall
have pleasure in supporting also the ap-
pointment of a select committee. I know the
Government are anxious that the measure
should go through as quickly as possible.
The Mlinister for Industries (Ron. J. MAit-
chell) is aow in the Eastern States in con-
nection with this matter, and he, natuirally,
is anxious that the Bill should go through.

Papers presented .. .. .. ..
Bills;z Wbeat Marketing, 2a., selec. corn.

Framichpsa, corn


